
Offord Cluny & Offord Darcy Parish Council

M I N U T E S   O F   M E E T I N G  
Minutes of a MEETING of the Parish Council held at the village hall on Thursday, December 1 at 7.30pm 
Present:

Clls Weitzel, Gatward, Dawson, Eayrs, Young, Tomlin, Gillbanks, 


Holdsworth & Riley

In attendance:
Dist.Cllr West, Cty Cllr Wisson, 3 members of the Harry Potter 


Club & Clerk

2016/1835
Apologies for Absence


Apologies were received from Dist.Cllr Boddington who was attending a 


Scrutiny Meeting at HDC.

The Chairman closed the meeting and opened it to the public.
2016/1836
Open Forum (max 10 minutes)


Debbie Young and two young members of the Harry Potter Club addressed 

Council in support of their grant application to fund their trip to the Harry 


Potter Studios the following summer.  Ms Young explained that the costs of 

this trip for all members had increased considerably since they 



last went.  Their request to Council was for £600 representing half 
of the cost 

with the remaining half being 
raised through various forms of fundraising.  

The Club, which is based at the school, was set up to encourage children to 

read and was very successful.  Council thanked them all for attending and 

confirmed that the matter would be discussed later in the meeting.
2016/1837
Declarations of Interest and Dispensation for Agenda items only



(Section 27 Localism Act 2011)


None
2016/1838
To Approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on


November 3, 2016


The Minutes were approved as an accurate record and signed.
2016/1839
Matters Arising from Minutes dated November 3, 2016 (information only)



None
2016/1840
District & County Councillor Reports


Cllr Wisson informed the meeting that she had raised a Motion for the 


December meeting asking Network Rail to reconsider their decision 


regarding the Offords Level Crossing alternative.  She also reported that she 

had been dealing with residents’ concerns re gritting routes and the changes 

that had been made following the 15% decrease in routes being gritted.



Cllr West thanked Cllr Wisson for taking the level crossing problem forward 

with the County.  He mentioned that he had been dealing with issues of bins 

not being emptied on private roads which had not be maintained to an 


acceptable standard following the damage which had occurred on one of the 

vehicles.  Residents were being asked to sign indemnity forms to enable 


collections to be made.


He also mentioned that he had been involved in an employment meeting 


introducing a method of working called LEAN, promoting better 



communication between HDC officers and the public and other agencies.
2016/1841
Finance, Risk Assessment & General Purposes


1841.1

To Accept the Financial Information 





The financial information was accepted as an accurate record


1841.2

To approve and sign the balance sheet




The Balance Sheet was approved and signed


1841.3

To Agree 2017/2018 Budget




The Budget of £57,885 was approved


1841.4

To Set 2017/2018 Precept





It was agreed that the Precept would remain the same at 




£51,024



Proposed:  
Cllr Dawson



Seconded:
Cllr Weitzel



Unanimously agreed.



The two grant requests were discussed.  It was agreed to award £600 to the 

Harry Potter Club and £400 to the Tree of Hope Charity towards the provision 

of the muscle suit for Molly Moore.  Both payments would be added to the 

January schedule.
2016/1842
To approve payments & sign cheques



The following payments were approved and cheques signed.
101187
Hire or Buy Group Ltd
Maintenance Items

£41.79

101188
Paul Marshall


Village Maintenance

£476.00

101189
Mrs J Stanbridge

Salary



£464.92

101190
Mrs J Stanbridge

Travel & Homeworking
£93.63

101191
HMRC



Tax



£9.80

101192
David Gillbanks

Father Peter’s Tree Plaque
£60.00
2016/1843
Leisure & Amenities



Cllr Gatward informed the meeting that there was an increasing problem on 

the Recreation Ground with moles.  Cllr Eayrs to contact his pest controller 

for any ideas.
2016/1844
Planning


Cllr Young commented that some of the larger planning applications were 

taking a very long time to get to the decision stage.  The Clerk was asked to 

check whether there had been any major changes to any of these 



applications as modifications rarely came back to Council.  Councillors also 

expressed their frustration and disappointment at the continued lack of 


response by planning 
officers to queries.  The most recent email from the 


Case Officer handling the former Baptist Chapel application promised a 


response in time for the meeting but nothing had been received.

2016/1845
A14 Huntingdon – Cambridge Improvement Scheme (update if 


available)


Some disruption had been experienced due to the works commencing.  It 


was noted that there was a high level of mud on the road from the 



construction traffic which had been seen going over the bridges.  
2016/1846
Network Rail- Anglia Level Crossings (update if available)


The Chairman thanked Cllr Wisson for her support re this issue.
2016/1847
Councillor Reports


Cllr Dawson reported that stones from the top of the wall of the former 


Cricket Ground were falling onto the verge.  The Clerk was asked to inform 

Kerry Simpson (Thornhills).


Cllr Holdsworth informed the meeting that there was an abandoned car in the 

High Street.  The Clerk was asked to report this to the PCSO.  He also 


mentioned that A14 traffic had been using the bridges.  Cllr Weitzel to follow 

up.
2016/1848
Notices & Correspondence



An email had been received regarding a memorial garden.  Clls Gatward and 

Gillbanks to follow up.
2016/1849
Any Urgent Business
In accordance with section 100(B)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) the Chair will admit an item of urgent business in order that it can be dealt with at the earliest opportunity provided it has been raised at least 24 hours before the meeting.
None
2016/1850
The meeting closed at 8.40pm and next meeting date confirmed as Thursday, January 5, 2017

The Chairman invited everyone to join him for refreshments.







Signed……………………………….







Date………………………………….
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