
Offord Cluny & Offord Darcy Parish Council

M IN U T E S  O F   M E E T I N G  
Minutes of a  meeting of the Parish Council held at the village hall on Thursday, January 5, 2017 at 7.30pm 
Present:

Cllrs Weitzel, Gatward, Young, Dawson, Eayrs, Tomlin, Holdsworth, 


Gillbanks & Riley

In attendance:
County Cllr Wisson, District Cllr West & Clerk
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and wished all ‘A Happy New Year’.


2017/1851
Apologies for Absence


Apologies were received from District Cllr Boddington who was attending a 

Scrutiny Panel meeting at HDC.
2017/1852
Open Forum (max 10 minutes)


No members of the public present
2017/1853
Declarations of Interest and Dispensation for Agenda items only



(Section 27 Localism Act 2011)


None
2017/1854
To Approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on


December 1, 2016


The Minutes were approves as an accurate record and signed.
2017/1855
Matters Arising from Minutes dated December 1, 2016 (information only)



It was confirmed that Thornhills had been informed re the wall of the former 

Cricket Ground and had removed the fallen bricks and arranged for its 


inspection.
2017/1856
District & County Councillor Reports


In Cllr Boddington’s absence, her report was read aloud by the Chairman. She 

stated that she was very pleased that the increase in car parking charges had 

been put on hold and also that the County Council had made a U-turn re the 

proposed reduction of gritting routes and reverted to the original schedule.



Cllr Wisson confirmed that she was also very pleased re the reversal in 


connection with the gritting routes and also that her motion regarding the closure 

of the level crossing in Station Road and its replacement with an alternative had 

been unanimously supported by the County Council.  The Chairman thanked her 

for her efforts re this and it was noted that Council was encouraged by the level 

of support from all tiers of local government.


Cllr West wished all Members a Happy New Year.  He reported that  it was the 

wish of Huntingdonshire District Council to provide better customer service in the 

future.

2017/1857
Finance, Risk Assessment & General Purposes


1857.1

To Accept the Financial Information 





The financial information provided was accepted



1857.2

To approve and sign the balance sheet




The Balance Sheet was accepted as an accurate record and 



signed.
2017/1858
To approve payments & sign cheques



The following payments were approved and cheques signed.
101192
Paul Marshall


Village Maintenance


£257.50
101193
Village Hall Committee
Hall Hire



£68.00

101194
Offord Primary School
Harry Potter Club Grant(S137)
£600.00

101195
Tree of Hope Charity
Molly Moore Charity (S137)

£400.00

101196
Antony Abbs


Grass Cutting


£740.00

101197
Mrs J Stanbridge

Salary,Travel & Homeworking 
£443.63

2017/1859
Leisure & Amenities



Cllr Gatward confirmed there had not been a meeting and there were no current 

issues to report.  It was agreed to obtain some information regarding an outdoor 

Table Tennis Table for discussion at the next meeting.  The next L&A meeting 

date was confirmed as Monday, January 30th at 7pm.  It was noted that there 

was no current cricket provision and the Clerk was asked to write to the school 

to request that they added a piece in their next newsletter to parents to see if 

anyone was interested in becoming involved with the junior teams.
2017/1860
Offord United Football Club



Cllr Weitzel confirmed that he had attended the club meeting and that the current 

financial issues had been sorted.   Going forward, the Club was looking at 

possible grants and fundraising exercises.
2017/1861
Planning


Cllr Young confirmed there had been no new planning applications received and 

that no decisions on the outstanding ones had been taken.  It was noted that 

Jacob Jaarsma (Planning) and Stuart Bell(Transport)  from HDC would be 

attending the February 2nd Council meeting.
2017/1862
Annual Parish Meeting – Saturday, May 6th, 2017


Councillors were asked to give some thought to the 2017 APM with ideas as to 

who could be invited to present etc.  It was mentioned that Draycott Beweries 

from Buckden might be willing to have a stand and the Clerk was asked to 

contact them.

2017/1863
Challenges/Events of 2017



The Chairman asked for this to be on the Agenda to prepare for any future 

challenges/events.  The Parish Plan was discussed and thought given as to 

whether this, or a version of it, should be updated.  The Chairman and Cllr 

Dawson both felt they had hard copies available which they would bring to the 

next meeting.  In addition, the Clerk was asked to email the PDF to all.
2017/1864
Godmanchester Neighbourhood Plan


The Chairman confirmed that he had responded on behalf of Council.  He had 

pointed out to them that he felt their additional traffic numbers had been under 

estimated.

2017/1865
A14 Huntingdon – Cambridge Improvement Scheme (update if available)


None
2017/1866
Network Rail- Anglia Level Crossings (update if available)


None
2017/1867
Councillor Reports


Cllr Gillbanks confirmed he would be attending the panel meeting concerning the 

LHI bid for the removal of the chicane and would circulate what he planned to 

say to all cllrs for their comments.



Cllr Eayrs reported several pot holes on the Paxton Road. The Clerk was asked 

to report these to Highways.
2017/1868
Notices & Correspondence



The Clerk reported that she was having problems updating the website and had 

been unable to contact the website hosts either by telephone or email.  In 


addition, she had been contacted by other Clerks who were also experiencing 

similar problems.  It was suggested that she contact another provider and 

mention the issue and discuss the possibility of switching providers.
2017/1869
Any Urgent Business
In accordance with section 100(B)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) the Chair will admit an item of urgent business in order that it can be dealt with at the earliest opportunity provided it has been raised at least 24 hours before the meeting.

2017/1870
The meeting closed at 8.45 pm and next meeting date confirmed as Thursday, February 2, 2017
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