

Offord Cluny & Offord Darcy Parish Council

M I N U T E S  O F   M E E T I N G  
  Minutes of a meeting  of the Parish Council held at the village hall on Thursday, March 2, 2017 at 7.30pm 
Present:
Cllrs Weitzel, Gatward, Young, Dawson, Hoildsworth, Eayrs, Riley & Tomlin
In attendance:
Dist.Cllr West, Cty Cllr Wisson, Jacob Jaarsma (Planning, HDC) & Clerk

Before the meeting opened the Chairman thanked everyone for their good wishes and concern during his recent illness and praised the care received from Hinchingbrooke Hospital and the ambulance service.  He confirmed he was now fully recovered.
2017/1890
Apologies for Absence


Apologies were received from Dist.Cllr Boddington & Cllr Gillbanks.
2017/1891
Open Forum (max 10 minutes)


Jacob Jaarsma addressed the meeting and explained the reasoning behind 

recent planning decisions which had caused concern and the reasoning 


behind them.  He stated that National Guidelines were very clear and had to 

be adhered to.  He confirmed that parking, or the lack of it, could not be a 


factor in a planning decision unless it was objected to by Highways although 

he expressed sympathy that the local view might not be the same.  He also 

confirmed that old decisions could not be revisited even when it was found at 

a later date that some of the information on the original application was false.  

In explaining the criteria for housing deemed to be outside the building line 

he confirmed that community benefit was one of the factors in these 


decisions.  He also stated that there would be a planning workshop for clerks 

and cllrs in April when all of this would be explained in detail.  Cllr Weitzel 


thanked him for attending.  Jacob Jaarsma left the meeting.
2017/1892
Declarations of Interest and Dispensation for Agenda items only



(Section 27 Localism Act 2011)


None
2017/1893
To Approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on


February 2, 2017


The Minutes were accepted as an accurate record and signed.
2017/1894
Matters Arising from Minutes dated February 2, 2017 (information only)



None not contained within current Agenda.
2017/1895
District & County Councillor Reports


Cllr Wisson spoke about Community Speedwatch and confirmed she was 

happy to help with this.  A coordinator from the village was required and Cllr 

Dawson offered to do this.  Cllr Wisson also reported that the consultation for 

the proposed routes of the new A428 would start the following week.



Cllr West informed the meeting that he continued to deal with local transport 

issues and would be responding to all the letters received.  He also 


mentioned that he had received a letter from a resident about the 



new A14 with a request for screening which he would be taking up on their 

behalf.  Lastly, he confirmed that he was taking training in the use of the 


Facebook and Twitter to be able to do this on behalf of the District.
2017/1896
Finance, Risk Assessment & General Purposes


1896.1

To Accept the Financial Information




The accounts information as circulated to all cllrs was 




accepted as an accurate record.



 


1896.2

To approve and sign the balance sheet




The Balance Sheet was approved and signed.
2017/1897
To approve payments & sign cheques


The following payments were approved and cheques signed.
101268
Paul Marshall

Village Maintenance 
£423.50
101269
Netwise Training
New Website


£779.00

101270
Mrs J Stanbridge
Salary & Homeworking
£480.03
101271
Offord Village Hall
Hire Charges


£78.00

101272
HDC


Waste License & Bags
£117.00

2017/1898
Leisure & Amenities



Cllr Gatward reported on the meeting held earlier in the week. Since the 


meeting it had been established that the bin on Gravely Road had been 


emptied by HDC and would be removed and disposed of.  The other bin 


owned by the Parish was found to be in good condition and this would be 


relocated to the Millennium Green and one new bin ordered.

LEISURE & AMENITIES COMMITTEE

MINUTES

Minutes of a meeting of the Leisure & Amenities Committee held in the Meeting Room, Village Hall, Offord Cluny at 7.30pm on Monday, February 27, 2017

Present:
Cllrs Weitzel, Gatward, , Dawson, Eayrs, Riley, & Gillbanks

In attendance:
Clerk

Open Forum

No members of the public present
2017/465
Apologies for Absence


Apologies were received from Cllrs Holdsworth & Tomlin
2017/466
Declarations of Interest and dispensations for Agenda Items (Localism Act 2011)

None
2017/467
Approval of Minutes dated January 30, 2017


The Minutes were approved as an accurate record and signed
2017/468
Matters Arising from previous Minutes (information only)


Cllr Gillbanks informed the meeting that he had not heard from Cllr Hayward re the Ouse Valley Way group so assumed there had not been a meeting.  He had attended the liaison meeting re the developments at Paxton Pits and had circulated information to all.
2017/469
Parish Plan


Councillors agreed that they would look at the Action Plan and develop this if there was support within the Parish to do so.  Cllr Weitzel agreed to man a ‘stand’ at the Annual Parish Meeting on May 6th and the Clerk was asked to put something in the Parish report for Out & About.
2017/470
Millennium Green


Cllr Gatward stated there were a few jobs to take care of before the annual inspection by Rospa in April.  The benches would be removed and the new ones concreted in.  Cllrs Gatward/Eayrs to arrange.  There was also a problem with dog waste not being removed and the Clerk was asked to look into additional signage.  The self-closing gate on the fenced in area was not working and the Clerk was asked to source a replacement.


2017/471
Recreation Ground



471.1

Football Club Fundraising





Following the Club’s request for clarification regarding 



events it was decided that Council would implement a 



hire policy for its two recreation areas which would apply 



to all who wished to use these areas.  The Clerk was 




asked to check with other Councils and this would be 




looked at again at the next meeting.  In the meantime, if 



there was anything specific that the football club wished 



to organize this would be discussed. It was agreed 




that temporary banners could be displayed inside the 




grounds when matches were being played but that these 



should not beattached outward facing to the gates.  Any 



advertising placed on the new changing facilities unit 




once in place must also only be inward facing.





Regarding the use of the MUGA, the Clerk was asked to 



contact David Lewsley to see if he was still interested in 



organizing Tennis.




It was felt that both the Recreation Ground and 




Millennium Green should be promoted for use by groups, 



clubs and associations as they were the only Council 




assets capable of generating an income.  

2017/472
Allotments


No outstanding issues
2017/473
Cemetery


No outstanding issues
2017/474
St Peter’s Churchyard


There were no issues to raise re the Churchyard.  
2017/475
General Village Maintenance



475.1
Relocation/Emptying of Bins




The two bins not being emptied by HDC would be assessed to 


see if they could be relocated to the Millennium Green.  If not, 


they would be removed and disposed of and new bins ordered.  


Cllrs Gatward, Eayrs and Riley to liaise.
2017/476
The meeting closed at 8.24 pm and next meeting date confirmed as Monday March 27th, 2017
*****************************

2017/1899
Speed Reduction/Traffic Issues Outside Primary School


It was noted that this was one of the ‘Actions’ contained within the Parish 


Plan.  Council would pursue this under next year’s LHI bids but in the 


meantime would assist in the organization of Community Speedwatch to 


ensure that an issue with speeding did exist and there was data to prove it.
2017/1900
Planning


Cllr Young informed the meeting that a committee meeting had been held 

earlier in the week.  Since the meeting it had been established that Planning 

Application Ref 17/00154 had produced a site plan other than what was in 

place for the original application and seemed to have included a Paddock 


Area in the area now to be built on.  Consultation with HDC indicated that a 

change of use would first be necessary before any planning application could 

be considered.  Council to await new application.

P L A N N I N G   C O M M I T T E E 
MINUTES OF MEETING

Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Committee held in the meeting room of the Village Hall, Offord Cluny on Monday, February 27th at 7.00pm
Present:
Cllrs Young, Weitzel, Gatward, Dawson, Riley, Eayrs & Gillbanks

In attendance:
Clerk

Open Forum
No members of the public present
2016/450
Apologies for Absence


Apologies were received from Cllrs Holdsworth & Tomlin
2016/451
Declarations of Interest for Agenda Items (Localism Act 2011)



None

2016/452
Approval of the Minutes dated November 21, 2016


The Minutes were approved as an accurate record and signed



2016/453
Planning Applications received


453.1
Ref: 17/00154/HHFUL – 2 Grove Farm Close, Offord Darcy




Extension to provide replacement garage




Councillors did not object to this application but had queries as 


to the Location/Site plan which may have been changed since 


the original application for the property in 2011.  The Clerk was 


asked to check this on the original application and raise with 



HDC if necessary.


453.2
Ref: 17/00201/NMA - The Old Post Office, 141 High Street,




Offord Cluny




Relocate door and install one new window to lounge and 


replace all other windows to front elevation.




The status of this application had changed and comments were 


not required.
2016/454
Any other planning/enforcement matters


It was noted that enforcement had not yet checked the query re Gills 

Field. Although Stuart Bell (Transport Planning at HDC) was not able 

to attend Full Council on Thursday March 2nd it was agreed that Jacob 

Jaarsma would still be asked to attend.



A query was raised regarding the criteria for social housing.  The Clerk 

was asked to check this.

2016/455
The meeting closed at 7.23pm

*******************************
2017/1901
Annual Parish Meeting – Saturday, May 6th, 2017


The Clerk confirmed that she needed all Cllr Reports by the end of March.  

Cllr Dawson reported that she would arrange for demonstrations of the 


AED’s. The Chairman confirmed he would man the ‘Parish Plan’ table and 

Cllr Riley agreed to man the Neighbourhood Watch table.  The Clerk was 


asked to circulate last year’s Annual Report.  
2017/1902
Parish Council Website


The Clerk confirmed that a temporary site, viewable only by Cllrs, would be 

ready within the next couple of weeks.
2017/1903
A14 Huntingdon – Cambridge Improvement Scheme (update if 


available)


Cllr Weitzel confirmed that he was chasing the liaison officer for details on 

the pollution and noise monitoring units which were supposed to be in place 

before building work commenced.  As this was something 




undertaken by HDC Cllr West was asked to check on the progress.  
2017/1904
Network Rail- Anglia Level Crossings (update if available)


The Chairman reported that he had been in contact with Ian Winfield (CCC 

Highways) who gave assurance that there would be no closure of the railway 

crossing without an alternative.  Cllr Weitzel also mentioned the upgrades 

being undertaken at Woodwalton and felt that Offords need to also be part of 

the Stage 2 consultation because any increase in train numbers would have 

a knock-on effect re the length of time and frequency of closure of the 


crossing.
2017/1905
Councillor Reports


Cllr Gatward informed the meeting that there had been two daytime 


burglaries – Elm Drive and Orchard Way.


Cllr Riley reported that the old ‘no cold callers’ scheme had been replaced by 

a New Neighbours scheme and information would be available at the Annual 

Parish Meeting.



Cllr Young reported that there was a Quiz being held in the Village Hall on 

March 18th.
2017/1906
Notices & Correspondence to address


None in addition to that already circulated by email.
2017/1907
Any Urgent Business
In accordance with section 100(B)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) the Chair will admit an item of urgent business in order that it can be dealt with at the earliest opportunity provided it has been raised at least 24 hours before the meeting.
None
2017/1908
The meeting closed at 9.10pm and next meeting date confirmed as Thursday,April 6, 2017
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