
Offord Cluny & Offord Darcy Parish Council

M I N U T E S   O F   M E E T I N G  
Minutes of a  MEETING of the Parish Council will held at the village hall on Thursday, October 6th at 7.30pm immediately following a Planning meeting at 7.00pm
Present:
Cllrs Weitzel, Gatward, Dawson, Eayrs, Tomlin, Riley, Gillbanks, Young, 

Holdsworth, West & Wisson
2016/1803
Apologies for Absence


Apologies were received from Cllr Boddington & Clerk
2016/1804
Open Forum (max 10 minutes)


No members of the public present
2016/1805
Declarations of Interest and Dispensation for Agenda items only



(Section 27 Localism Act 2011)


None
2016/1806
To Approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on  


September 1 2016


The Minutes were approved as an accurate record and signed


2016/1807
Matters Arising from Minutes dated September 1,  2016 (information only)



There had so far been no response to Community help scheme
2016/1808
District & County Councillor Reports


Cllr Wisson: Devolution consultation closed they have support of most residents. 

50 million ring-fenced for affordable housing.



Cllr West: Terry Hayward supporting Barbara in writing to Network Rail to 


reconsider the bridge over the railway. For the time being asking for better 

signage about the yellow box on the railway. A14 meeting well supported.
2016/1809
Finance, Risk Assessment & General Purposes


1809.1
To Accept the Financial Information 




The financial information was accepted as an accurate record



1809.2
To approve and sign the balance sheet



The Balance Sheet was approved and signed

2016/1810
To approve payments & sign cheques



The following cheques were signed (where agreed)
101176
Kimbolton Fireworks Ltd

Fireworks Event Nov 3
£1440.00 

NOT SIGNED info in Agenda Item 2016/1811
101177
Antony Abbs



Grass Cutting


£740.00

2016/1811
Leisure & Amenities



Follow up from meeting. David Gill has concerns about the event due to a 

firework falling through his roof at the previous event and the soot etc that 

covered his cars. His insurance will not cover him for firework damage neither 

will Kimbolton fireworks. Bonfire has to be 100m away from any combustible 

materials so no bonfire. Someone will insure for £500. On the grounds of the 

financial and public risk it was felt that the Parish Council could not support at 

this current stage due to the risk it had been made aware of. The risks are too 

Time is too short now to find alternatives.


Agreed that Council needs more advice from insurance companies for future 

events.
2016/1812
Planning



Although Council supports a development on the site, it recommends 

Refusal on the current plans. It is felt that the development is not in 

keeping with the street scene. Neighbouring properties in the north and 

east are bungalows and therefore it would be more appropriate to have 

the bungalows and chalet bungalows near the existing buildings rather 

than the two storey buildings. The entrance into the site has moved and 

will be too close to the chicane and too close to speeding traffic where the 

speed limit changes from 30-60mph. There were concerns about the road 

being un-adopted which could mean refuse trucks not wanting to or being 

able to go into the development which in turn might result in 40 refuse 

bins (on recycling day) being put on the roadside.
2016/1813
Flood Awareness and Preparedness Questionnaire (response required by 

October 10)



It was agreed that there was very little fluvial flooding. Flooding normally occurs 

due to brooks/streams and drains being blocked. Cllr Weitzel agreed to complete 

the questionnaire and Cllr Gillbanks to head the project of looking into setting up 

a Community Flood action group. Add onto Annual Parish Meeting.
2016/1813
A14 Huntingdon – Cambridge Improvement Scheme (update if available)


There were still no photos of the indicative bridge etc. but the work has started. 

Construction traffic signs are up. The application to close Offord Hill Road 

indicates it may be closed on 3 or 4 occasions but could be more. Diversion is 

into St Neots. Noise monitoring and pollution monitoring should be done before. 

Cllr Weitzel to contact Stuart Bell at HDC. They are planning to move soil before 

Christmas. Pipes in diches next week. Traffic lights to be installed next week for 

works traffic to cross road. Trucks will activate light change as they arrive and 

will change immediately.
2016/1814
Network Rail- Anglia Level Crossings (update if available)


Our crossing gets 288 trains a day, 2230 vehicles a day and 70 pedestrians a 

day. We are not considered to be above average risk. They don’t take into 

consideration the surrounding traffic on the main road. Cllr Weitzel waiting for 

Network Rail to get back to him.


Clerk to contact EA re: foot crossing on Sluice.
2016/1815
Councillor Reports


The Clerk would be asked to contact Cambs CC about the works on the Mill 

Bridge.


Councillors carried out the visual audit of Offord Cluny last Tuesday with Offord 

Darcy scheduled for the following week.

 

My Mans Meadow:  Mrs Barnes would be allowed to be there for life and then 

the land must be returned to agricultural land.



Consultation on railway timetables, on the Great Northern website.



Village Hall applying for a grant for next year.



Sign appeared on the white bridge warning people not to go through flooded 

roads if they are officially closed. Also being publicized in local press.



Finance and L&A change to 31st October at 7pm.

2016/1816
Notices & Correspondence



WASP Women against State Pensions
2016/1817
Any Urgent Business
In accordance with section 100(B)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) the Chair will admit an item of urgent business in order that it can be dealt with at the earliest opportunity provided it has been raised at least 24 hours before the meeting.
None
2016/1818
The meeting closed at 20.50 and next meeting date confirmed as Thursday, November 3, 2016
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