
Offord Cluny & Offord Darcy Parish Council

M I N U T E S   O F   A N N U A L  G E N E R A L  M E E T I N G  
Minutes of THE ANNUAL GENERAL  MEETING of the Parish Council held In the Meeting Room at the village hall on Thursday, May 4th , 2017 at 7.30pm 
Present:
Cllrs Weitzel, Gatward, Eayrs, Young, Gillbanks, Riley, Tomlin & Holdsworth

In attendance:
Dist. Cllr Richard West & Clerk

2017/1928
Election of Chairman


Proposed Cllr Young, Seconded Cllr Gatward that Cllr Weitzel be elected for 

a further year.  Cllr Weitzel accepted the nomination. Agreed unanimously. 

Cllr Weitzel signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
2017/1929
Election of Vice-Chairman


Proposed Cllr Weitzel, Seconded Cllr Eayrs that Cllr Gatward be elected for a 

further year.  Cllr Gatward accepted the nomination.  Agreed unanimously.  

Cllr Gatward signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
2017/1930
Apologies for Absence


Apologies were received from Dist.Cllr Boddington and Cllr Dawson
2017/1931
Open Forum (max 10 minutes)


No pubic present
2017/1932
Declarations of Interest and Dispensation for Agenda items only



(Section 27 Localism Act 2011)


None
2017/1933
To Approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on


April 6, 2017


The Minutes were approved as an accurate record and signed
2017/1934
Matters Arising from Minutes dated April 6, 2017 (information only)



None not contained within current agenda.
2017/1935
District & County Councillor Reports


Cllr West congratulated the Chairman and Vice-Chairman on their elections. 

He confirmed that there had been a query raised at HDC regarding the 


funding (or lack of) for any bridge over the railway (following any closure).  

He also mentioned that he was looking forward to the Annual Parish meeting 

on May 6th.
2017/1936
Finance, Risk Assessment & General Purposes


1936.1

To Accept the Financial Information




The information was accepted as an accurate record



1936.2

To approve and sign the balance sheet




The Balance Sheet was approved as an accurate record and 



signed
1936.3

To Approve the Annual Return 2016-2017




The Chairman read aloud all the governance statements from the Annual 


Return which were answered positively.  The Annual Return was approved 

and signed.
1936.4

To Approve the Annual Accounts 2016-2017



The Accounts were approved as an accurate record and signed
1936.5

To Accept the Quotation in the amount of £3349 from JF 



Cobb for the works to the Church/Village Hall entrance




The quotation was approved.  Cllr Eayrs to give the go ahead for works to 

begin.  Payment would be via the Wind Farm Grant of £3100.00 with the 


remainder coming from the £500 budgeted for this purpose.
2017/1937
To approve payments & sign cheques



The following payments were approved and cheques signed.


101280
Mrs J Stanbridge
Salary/Homeworking
£635.84



101281
Paul Marshall
Village Maintenance
£344.00



101282
Slam Proof

Self-closing lock

£93.38



101283
CAPALC

Annual Membership
£336.38



101284
AON Insurance
Annual Premium

£1448.51



101285
Ibbetts

Maintenance items

£41.84



101286
Post Office

Renewal of PO Box
£258.00



101287
Antony Abbs
Grass Cutting

£1090.00



101288
Easiprint

Annual Reports

£265.20
2017/1938
Noise/Damage to properties from increased traffic


The Chairman brought to Cllrs attention a letter he had received and 


responded to from Jenny Bell regarding the increased traffic noise and 


possible damage to property.  He had suggested to her that she got in touch 

with Highways who were responsible for the roads and the traffic calming 


system.
2017/1939
Leisure & Amenities



1939.1

Offords United Developments





Cllrs were updated regarding the developments at the football 



club contained in following minutes.


1939.2

PC Retention of Containers





Council decided that they would not continue the hire of the 



containers for the summer sports sessions as it was cheaper 



just to hire portaloos for the duration.


1939.3

Provision of Taste Sport Sessions





Having proved so popular in 2015 it was agreed to offer these 



again for the summer holidays.  Clerk to liaise with HDC 




Leisure team.

LEISURE & AMENITIES COMMITTEE

MINUTES
Minutes of a Meeting of the Leisure & Amenities Committee held in the Meeting Room, Village Hall, Offord Cluny at 7.30pm on Monday, April 24, 2017 following on from a Planning Committee Meeting at 7pm

Present:

Cllrs Gatward, Weitzel, Dawson, Gillbanks, Holdsworth & Riley

In attendance:
Clerk

Open Forum

No members of the public present
2017/489
Apologies for Absence


Apologies were received from Cllr Eayrs
2017/490
Declarations of Interest and dispensations for Agenda Items (Localism Act 2011)

None
2017/491
Approval of Minutes dated March 27, 2017


The Minutes were approved as an accurate record and signed.
2017/492
Matters Arising from previous Minutes (information only)


None
2017/493
Millennium Green


493.1
Complaints re dog waste on green



Various solutions were discussed in light of the complaints.  HDC 
Dog Warden was happy to contact those found to be responsible 
but needed help to identify them.  It was agreed to enlist the help 
of the resident concerned.


2017/494
Recreation Ground



494.1
Football Club Issues




Fundraising issues with the club might mean that the temporary 


changing facilities are removed.  These are needed if sports 



taster sessions are to be run again during the summer holidays.  


The Clerk was asked to contact the hire company and ask what 


the cost would be to keep it in place for the summer.  The Clerk 


was also asked to contact The Bell at Great Paxton to find out 


who supplied their container building.



494.2
Pavilion Planning Permission queries from HDC




Sheila Lindsay (HDC Planning) had queried how the fundraising 


for the Pavilion was going because the planning 




permission period for works to commencewas about to expire 


and no works had begun.  The Clerk was asked to respond 



saying that Council is waiting on HDC planning to determine the 


Thornhill application as the first works will be the digging for the 


supply of the utilities.
2017/495
Allotments


Cllr Holdsworth raised the issue of what appeared to be an untended 

plot.  The Clerk was asked to contact the allotment holder.
2017/496
Cemetery


496.1
Complaints re cemetery maintenance




Complaints had been received about the length of the grass in 


the cemetery.  The Clerk was asked to check with the contractor 


how often the grass is cut/strimmed and whether it was possible 


to increase the frequency during the growing months.
2017/497
St Peter’s Churchyard


Cllr Gillbanks mentioned that weed growth in the churchyard was 


becoming a problem.  As the usual maintenance was tied into the 


events at St Peters and no events held recently or planned the weeds 

had been allowed to grow.  Cllr Gatward to talk with handyman and ask 

for him to spray and then strim the nettles.
2017/498
General Village Maintenance



498.1
Signage for Village Hall/Church




Cllr Gatward confirmed he had met Ian Winfield to discuss 



possibilities and costings were on their way.


498.2
To receive/accept quotation for car park entrance 




resurfacing




As the quotation was not to hand it was agreed to defer this item 


to Full Council.
2017/499
The meeting closed at 8.45pm and next meeting date confirmed as Monday May 22nd, 2017

**********************************************
2017/1940
Planning
P L A N N I N G   C O M M I T T E E 
MINUTES OF MEETING

Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Committee held in the meeting room of the Village Hall, Offord Cluny on Monday, April 24th at 7.00pm
Present:

Cllrs Young, Weitzel, Gatward, Dawson, Gillbanks, Holdsworth & 



Riley

In Attendance:
9 Members of the public and Clerk
The Planning Committee Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained the procedure for the benefit of the members of the public.  The Open Forum was opened.

Open Forum
All public members present were attending to present their views regarding the planning application at Agenda item 2017/471.2.  The notification process from Huntingdonshire District Council appeared not to have been adhered to with some residents receiving their notices almost 2 weeks before others.  It was agreed this would be brought to the attention of the planning department.  Concerns were raised about the way previous works had been carried out to the property and the impact these new proposals would have to both the street scene and privacy for some.  The Chairman thanked them for attending and invited them to stay for the remainder of the meeting.

The meeting was closed to public participation.
2017/468
Apologies for Absence


Apologies were received from Cllr Eayrs
2017/469
Declarations of Interest for Agenda Items (Localism Act 2011)



None

2017/470
Approval of the Minutes dated April 6, 2017



The Minutes were approved as an accurate record and signed



2017/471
Planning Applications received


471.1

Application Ref: 17/00210/FUL





Land North of 181 High Street, Offord Cluny.





2 Bed dwelling





Recommend Refusal.  

 



It was felt that the proposals represent an overdevelopment of 


the site and would be out of keeping with surrounding 




properties. Cllrs also had concerns about access, the removal 


of a major part of the wall in the conservation area and the 



detrimental effect the building of this property will invariably 



have on the protected horse chestnut tree.

 



The Clerk was asked to point out that the 





application form stated that there were no trees or hedges 



affected by the proposals but there were 3 arboriculture reports 


provided so obviously the information was not correct.
471.2

Application Ref: 17/00754/HHFUL



Proposed two storey side extension with new dormer to 



rear. New external openings and internal alterations. 



Retention of existing one bedroom annexe


1 Apple Close, Offord Darcy.



Recommend Refusal

 

It was felt that the ‘retention of existing one bedroom annexe’ 


was in fact retrospective planning permission for an extension 


built around an original extension for which permission was 



granted in 2003. There was some concern about the way the 


new annexe had been built and its impact (drainage) on the 



attached property.  With regard to the other parts of the 



application, namely the side extension, Council felt that this 



would be wholly inappropriate for the area and would have a 



detrimental effect on the street scene in an area which was 



predominantly bungalows.  If the scale of the drawings were 



correct then the proposals would create privacy issues with 



some windows only 12 metres from neighbouring properties.  


Council felt very strongly that this application should not be 



approved by the planning authority and asked to be informed of 


any intended site visit so that Councillors might also attend.


The Clerk was also asked to point out that in visiting the 



property Cllrs noted that the roof (where work has previously 


been carried out to utilise that space and install Velux windows) 


appeared to be sagging. Although this was not a planning 



reason for recommending refusal of the current application it 



was felt that this should be brought to the attention of the 



planning department.
2017/472
Any other planning/enforcement matters


None


2017/473
The meeting closed at 7.55pm.
2017/1941
Annual Parish Meeting – Saturday, May 6th, 2017


It was confirmed that all was in order for the meeting.  Cllr Gatward to obtain 

quote for new one-piece banner.
2017/1942
A14 Huntingdon – Cambridge Improvement Scheme (update if 


available)


It was confirmed that the mobile unit would be in place for the annual parish 

meeting.
2017/1943
Network Rail- Anglia Level Crossings (update if available)


No update
2017/1944
Councillor Reports


Cllr Eayrs asked the Clerk to report the potholes that had developed between 

the railway and the first bridge and also between the two bridges.  It was also 

noted that the bushes along this section of the road were overhanging the 

highway.
2017/1945
Notices & Correspondence



All forwarded via email upon arrival
2017/1946
Any Urgent Business
In accordance with section 100(B)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) the Chair will admit an item of urgent business in order that it can be dealt with at the earliest opportunity provided it has been raised at least 24 hours before the meeting.
None
2017/1947
The meeting closed at 8.49pm ad next meeting date confirmed as Thursday June 1, 2017







Signed…………………………..








Date……………………………..
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