
Offord Cluny & Offord Darcy Parish Council

M I N U T E S   O F   M E E T I N G  
Minutes of the Full Council Meeting of the Parish Council held at the village hall on Thursday, June 1 , 2017 at 7.30pm  immediately following the Planning Committee meeting at 7pm
Present:

Cllrs Weitzel, Gatward, Young, Dawson, Tomlin, Gillbanks, 



Holdsworth & Riley

In attendance:
Dist.Cllr Richard West, Cty Cllr Peter Downes & Clerk

2017/1948
Apologies for Absence


Apologies were received from Cllr Eayrs and Dist.Cllr Boddington
2017/1949
Open Forum (max 10 minutes)


None
2017/1950
Declarations of Interest and Dispensation for Agenda items only



(Section 27 Localism Act 2011)


None
2017/1951
To Approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on


May 4th, 2017


The Minutes were approved as an accurate record and signed.
2017/1952
Matters Arising from Minutes dated May 4th, 2017 (information only)



All contained on current agenda.
2017/1953
District & County Councillor Reports


Newly elected Cty Cllr Peter Downes addressed the meeting. He confirmed 

he was pleased to be elected and looked forward to serving the Parish 


Council in a role he had enjoyed for the past 16 years. He informed the 


meeting that on recent visits to the parish, incorrect signage had been 


pointed out to him. Cllrs noted that this had never been raised with them but 

the Clerk would now raise it with CC Highways. The following written 


report was provided by Cllr Downes:
Cambridgeshire County Councillor report to The Offords Parish Council, June 1st, 2017
1. The composition of the Council following the May 2017 election
The overall size of the Council has been reduced from 69 to 61 councillors. The political balance has changed as follows: 

Conservatives increased from 32 to 36.




Liberal Democrats increased from 14 to 15

Labour decreased from 8 to 7





UKIP decreased from 10 to 0

Independents decreased from 5 to 3.

2. The functioning structure of the Council

The work of the Council will be a carried forward through the following committees:

a. General Purposes, Adults, Children and Young People, Economy and Environment, Health, Highways and Community Infrastructure, Commercial and Investment, Communities and Partnership. In addition to these main committees, there are other Boards and Panels covering detailed aspects of the Council’s responsibilities.

b. The ruling group has changed the constitution so that the Chairs and Vice-Chairs of all the Committees are Conservatives; no amendments can be proposed to motions to Council other than by prior notice;  no oral questions can be put in Council; no committee decisions can be called in for review other than by the General Purpose Committee on which the Conservatives have a majority; Opposition parties will not be allowed to have ‘Spokespersons’ on the various areas of Council work, only ‘Lead members’. Officers will be required to brief Committee Chairs /Vice-Chairs separately from Opposition Lead members.

3. The financial challenge facing the Council
How the Council raises and spends its income is detailed in the booklet residents receive with their council tax bill. In the last financial year (16-17), the Council’s income was £509m, comprising £254m from Council tax, £89m from fees and charges, £72m from specific grants, £62m from Business rates, and £33m from central government ‘Revenue Support Grant’ (RSG).  

The financial challenge to the Council is a mixture of three factors:

a. Over 60% of Council expenditure is on services to adults (social care) and young people (excluding schools funding which is channelled separately). Pressure in these areas is increasing both in terms of numbers (demographic change) and costs.

b. The RSG has been reduced over the past three years from £85m down to £15m this year and planned to be nil in two years’ time.

c. The capacity of councils to increase council tax has been restricted by the application of a ‘cap’ on rises to 2% for Adult Social Care (ASC) and 2% for other services. For 17-18 the majority group accepted the 2% for ASC but rejected the option of the extra 2%. In this respect Cambridgeshire was out of line with over 90% of other councils across the country.

The outcome of this combination of factors is that the Council cannot fulfil its traditional obligations. Clearly strenuous efforts have been and will continue to be made to find ‘efficiencies’ but even allowing for that, the services conventionally expected by the public cannot be fully provided. The coming years will see further reductions in services and these will have implications for individuals and also for district and parish councils.

Peter Downes, June 2017
District Cllr West informed the meeting that he was now Chairman of the District Council and in that role had been visiting various areas including the MS Centre in Huntingdon and the American Cemetery at Maddingley which he was very pleased to be able to do. He had also attended and gave evidence at the Planning Enquiry re the development at Buckden.  He confirmed that the main focus of HDC at present was on customer service.
2017/1954
Finance, Risk Assessment & General Purposes


1954.1

To Accept the Financial Information 





The Accounts information provided to all councilors was 




accepted as an accurate record.


1954.2

To approve and sign the balance sheet




The Balance Sheet was approved as a true record and signed


1954.3

Internal Audit





The appointment of the new Internal Auditor was approved. 
2017/1955
To approve payments & sign cheques



The following payments were approved and where necessary also signed.
Signed between meetings:



101289
Paul Marshall 
Underpayment

£156.50

To be signed at meeting:



101290
Paul Marshall

Village Maintenance

£567.00



101291
Mrs J Stanbridge
Salary & Travel

£613.76

2017/1956
Speeding Traffic


Cllr Weitzel explained that he had received an email from a resident, David 

Hurst, 
about the speeding traffic.  Much discussion followed as to how 


any speeding could be monitored and it was agreed to contact Stuart Bell, 

Transport at HDC to see what could be done.  Cllr Weitzel would respond to 

the Mr. Hurst in the interim and also forward the email to PCSO Richard 


Braddick.
2017/1957
Leisure & Amenities



Cllr Gatward confirmed that a committee meeting had taken place and the 

Minutes circulated.  Since that meeting he had been informed that the 


temporary changing facilities had been removed and with some resulting 


damage to the field.  This would be looked at with a view to reseeding.  The 

Clerk confirmed that although she had received some response regarding the 

proposed sports taster sessions and that a letter had been sent out to all 


children via the school, the numbers so far were not enough for it to be 


feasible.  Cllr Dawson said she would mention it on the Facebook page.

LEISURE & AMENITIES COMMITTEE

M I N U T E S
Minutes of a Meeting of the Leisure & Amenities Committee held in the Meeting Room, Village Hall, Offord Cluny at 7.30pm on Monday, May 22, 2017 
Present:

Cllrs Gatward, Weitzel, Eayrs, Dawson, Gillbanks & 



Holdsworth

In attendance:
One member of the public & Clerk

Open Forum

The member of the public explained that he was attending to speak with cllrs about a problem he was experiencing with the increase of dog mess which was being left very close to his property on the Millennium Green.  The problem was getting worse and was not only that the mess was being left but also that mess collected in bags was then being dumped in the long grass and hedgerow.  Cllrs confirmed that this was a problem they were aware of and that there were other areas in the Parish, namely Graveley Road and The Cranny which were experiencing the same.  It was decided that the problem would be tackled in various ways, raising awareness via posters, stickers and Out & About as well as providing additional dog waste bins and bag dispensers.  It was noted that volunteers currently emptied the bins on the Millennium Green and they would need to agree to having more bins to empty before any purchases were made.   The Chairman thanked the parishioner for attending who then left the meeting.
2017/500
Apologies for Absence


Apologies were received from Cllr Riley
2017/501
Declarations of Interest and dispensations for Agenda Items (Localism Act 2011)

None
2017/502
Approval of Minutes dated April 24, 2017


The Minutes were approved as an accurate record and signed
2017/503
Matters Arising from previous Minutes (information only)


All contained within current Agenda.
2017/504
Millennium Green


504.1
Rospa Play Safety Inspection Report



It was noted that overall the report was good with no high risk 
items being flagged.
 It was agreed to get a quotation for the 
fencing around the play area and to look at the possibility of filing 
the gaps between the safety surfacing with foam.



A price had been obtained for the disabled entrance gate to the 
MG.  Cllr Gatward to check measurements for fitting.
2017/505
Recreation Ground



505.1
Rospa Play Safety Inspection Report




The report did not highlight any major issues. It was noted that 


the goal mouth needed reseeding as it did every year at the end 


of the football season.
2017/506
Allotments


Cllr Holdsworth indicated that one plot appeared to be untended.  The 

Clerk was asked to contact the tenant concerned.
2017/507
Cemetery


Further complaints had been received regarding the grass at the 


cemetery.  It was noted that the problem had arisen because the grass 

was very long before its first cut and the dead grass had made it look 

untidy. Parishioners would be encouraged to form a volunteer 


maintenance group which had worked so successfully at Paxton 


Cemetery.
2017/508
St Peter’s Churchyard


508.1
Ongoing maintenance




A suggestion had been made to the Friends of St Peter’s group 


that volunteer maintenance be undertaken.  A response was 



awaited.
2017/509
General Village Maintenance



No pressing issues.   
2017/510
The meeting closed at 8.47pm and next meeting date confirmed as Monday June 26, 2017 in the Church Rooms, Graveley Road.

****************************************
2017/1958
Planning


The Planning meeting, held immediately before Full Council was reviewed.
P L A N N I N G   C O M M I T T E E 
MINUTES OF MEETING

Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Committee held in the meeting room of the Village Hall, Offord Cluny on Monday, May 22nd at 7.00pm followed by a meeting of the Leisure and Amenities Committee

Present:

Cllrs Weitzel, Gatward, Dawson, Eayrs, Gillbanks and Holdsworth

In attendance:
St Neot’s Town Cllr Bob Farrer, Landowner of Paxton Farm, Nick 


Cooper & associate from NFC Homes Ltd (applicant Agenda item 


477.1) 16 Members of the public & Clerk
Open Forum
Before the meeting opened the Chairman explained the process and also addressed those residents who were attending from Apple Close which did not appear again on the Agenda.  The residents explained that they wanted to discuss the amendments to the planning application discussed the previous month.  The Chairman explained that Council had not been informed of these amendments which is why the application was not on the Agenda again.  However, having looked at them online it was felt that Council’s original objections had not changed and the Clerk was asked to relay this information.

The other residents spoke about the application for the 20 new properties (Agenda item 477.1) and expressed their concerns not only about the scale of the development and the safety issues of increased traffic onto Paxton Road but also about the process and the fact that assurances had been given previously by HDC that the land could not be built on.  Cllr Bob Farrer spoke on behalf of the applicant and suggested to residents that they accept the inevitable and look forward to spending the CIL monies.

The Chairman assured residents that the Parish Councillors shared their safety concerns which is why the original application had been refused and confirmed that all the suggestions made by the Parish Council had been included in the new application.  Given that the Parish Council had to stick to genuine planning reasons for any recommendation to refuse and the fact that the Highways authority had been consulted and did not have a problem with the access issues that had been raised it was felt that the Parish Council did not have grounds to recommend refusal but would continue to voice their concerns about the safety issues.  Nick Cooper of NFC Homes Ltd suggested that he could meet with residents and discuss individual concerns and it was very much hoped that this would happen.

All  non Parish Councillors left the meeting.
2017/474
Apologies for Absence


Apologies were received from Cllrs Riley & Young
2017/475
Declarations of Interest for Agenda Items (Localism Act 2011)


Cllr Gillbanks declared an interested in Agenda item, 477.1 and took no part 

in the discussion or subsequent vote.

2017/476
Approval of the Minutes dated April 24, 2017



The Minutes were approved as an accurate record and signed.



2017/477
Planning Applications received


477.1

Planning Application Ref: 16/01912





Land at Paxton Road Farm, Paxton Road, Offord Darcy





Erection of 20 dwellings with associated access and 



landscaping.





Proposed: Cllr Weitzel





Seconded: Cllr Gatward





That the Parish Council Recommends Approval.  




However, it still had concerns about the access onto the 

road although it noted that Cambs Highways did not share these.  


Council hoped that the developers would work together with existing 

residents (as promised at the meeting) to alleviate their safety 


concerns.


477.2

Planning Application Ref: 17/00553/FUL





2 Grove Farm Close, Offord Darcy





Change of use from paddock to residential. Erection 



of outbuilding.





Proposed:
Cllr Weitzel





Seconded:
Cllr Gillbanks





That Council Recommends Refusal.  Councillors looked 



carefully at the application and others that have gone 




previously over the last few years concerning 





construction outside the building line, exception sites etc 



and feels that one policy must apply to all and that it 




shouldn’t be possible to just change a site plan to 




accommodate annexing additional land outside of the 




permitted build area.  

 





Council received a letter from the Agent siting LP26 from 



the Huntingdon Local Plan. This is currently a draft 




document and is currently in the stage 3 discussion 




stage. So at the moment it 
is not even a guideline.

 





The LP26 is all about building in the countryside. The 




whole paragraph from which the agent quotes is:- 

 

 

Extension, Alteration or Replacement of an Existing Home 

A proposal for extension, alteration or replacement of an existing home in the countryside will be supported where it does not significantly increase the height or massing compared with the original building (59) and does not significantly increase the impact on the surrounding countryside. Replacement homes will be expected to be located in the same position as that being replaced unless relocation would bring about benefits in terms of:

s.     the amenity of residents; or

t.      releasing land of high agricultural value by      replacement on that of lower agricultural value.

A proposal for the erection, alteration, replacement or extension of an outbuilding which is ancillary to an existing home in the countryside will be supported where it is well related to the home, of a scale consistent with it and where it remains ancillary to the home.

 




Councillors felt that there is an underlying assumption here that 


any proposed outbuilding will be situated on the land that is part 


of the curtilage of the house – ie the garden. But the email trails 


from the original application would seem to indicate that the 



“paddock” is not part of the property of no 2 Grove Farm at all – 


it is just a piece of fenced-off field that was created at the time 


of the building of the property.  It was also noted that the 



proposed building will have a footprint of 72 square metres 



which may not meet the “scale consistent with” part of the 



requirement.

2017/478
Any other planning/enforcement matters


Cllr Dawson asked if a response had been received from the Case 


Officer at HDC regarding the Swan Application.  The Clerk confirmed 

that she would chase again.


2017/479       The meeting closed at 8.11pm

*****************************
P L A N N I N G   C O M M I T T E E 
MINUTES OF MEETING

Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Committee held in the Village Hall, Offord Cluny on Thursday June 1, at 7.00pm followed by a meeting of the Full Council

Present:

Cllrs Young, Weitzel, Gatward, Dawson, Gillbanks, Holdsworth & 


Riley

In attendance:
Dist.Cllr West & Clerk

Open Forum
No members of the public present
2017/480
Apologies for Absence


Apologies had been received from Cllr Eayrs
2017/481
Declarations of Interest for Agenda Items (Localism Act 2011)



Cllr Dawson declared an interest in Agenda item 483.1 as she was a 


neighbouring consultee of the application.

2017/482
Approval of the Minutes dated May 22nd, 2017



The Minutes were approved as an accurate record and signed. The 

problems of the meeting in respect of the numbers of public attending 

were discussed and it was noted that all future planning committee 


meetings held on a Monday evening would be held at the Church 


Rooms.



2017/483
Planning Applications received


483.1

Application Ref: 17/00864/FUL





Applepips Pre-School, Millers Close, Offord Darcy





Replacement of porta cabin with same use and 




footprint as existing, garden to remain unchanged.



The Clerk had contacted the case officer earlier in the day regarding 

this application as the statements regarding the footprint and site area 

were misleading. Direction from the case officer was that it was felt 


these statements were made in error rather than as a deliberate 


attempt to mislead and that the application should be considered as if 

the statements were that the footprint would be bigger and that some 

of the garden would be used to accommodate this.




Councillors agreed that the pre-school was a much needed facility in 

the village and that the replacement of the existing building was long 

overdue.



Proposed: Cllr Gatward



Seconded: Cllr Weitzel



Unanimously agreed: Recommend Approval
2017/484
Any other planning/enforcement matters


The Clerk confirmed she had received a response from the case 


officer regarding the queries raised re The Swan and that more 


information would follow.


2017/485
Closure of meeting

The meeting closed at 7.15pm.

**********************
2017/1959
Annual Parish Meeting – Saturday, May 6th, 2017 – Debrief


It was noted that approximately 36 people attended the meeting of which 9 

were those who had nothing to do with any of the groups or organisations 

presenting.  More had visited the A14 ‘BattleBus’ in the car park.  Comments 

made suggested that parishioners thought it was a usual Council meeting 

rather than a meeting for the Parish and thought would be given to future 


events as to how best this message could be got across to everyone in the 

hope of an increased attendance.
2017/1960
A14 Huntingdon – Cambridge Improvement Scheme (update if 


available)


No new update available
2017/1961
Network Rail- Anglia Level Crossings (update if available)


No new update available
2017/1962
Councillor Reports


Cllr Gillbanks informed Members that he had recently met three parishioners 

(separately) all of which indicated that the Parish Council needed to enhance 

its profile in some way to get away from outdated opinions and confusion with 

the Parochial Church Council.  He asked if it was possible to change the 


name to something less formal and felt that if any changes to perception 


were to be achieved they should originate from the Parish Council. It was 


agreed that this would be an Agenda item for the next meeting.
2017/1963
Notices & Correspondence



A letter was received during the meeting from the applicant of the planning 

application featured in the Planning meeting which was held before Full 


Council. All other correspondence forwarded via email.
2017/1964
Any Urgent Business
In accordance with section 100(B)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) the Chair will admit an item of urgent business in order that it can be dealt with at the earliest opportunity provided it has been raised at least 24 hours before the meeting.
None
2017/1965
The meeting closed at 9.12pm and next meeting date confirmed as Thursday July 7, 2017
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