
Offord Cluny & Offord Darcy Parish Council

M I N U T E S   O F   M E E T I N G  
Minutes of a  MEETING of the Parish Council held at the village hall on Thursday, September 7th , 2017 at 7.30pm 
Present:  Cllrs Weitzel, Gatward, Gillbanks, Riley, Tomlin, Holdsworth, Dawson, 

     Dist.Cllr West, Cty Cllr Downes, 8 members of the public & Clerk
2017/1983
Apologies for Absence


Apologies were received from Dist.Cllr Boddington and Cllr Eayrs
2017/1984
Open Forum (max 10 minutes)


Issues were raised regarding the cleaning of ditches, raised manhole cover, 

overhanging trees and driving issues in and out of Apple Close.  The Clerk 

was asked to look into these and raise them with the relevant authority.
2017/1985
Declarations of Interest and Dispensation for Agenda items only



(Section 27 Localism Act 2011)


None
2017/1986
To Approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on


July 6th, 2017


The Minutes were approved as an accurate record and signed
2017/1987
Matters Arising from Minutes dated June 1st, 2017 (information only)



The Chairman confirmed he had visited the resident regarding the speeding 

issues.
2017/1988
District & County Councillor Reports
Cambridgeshire County Councillor report to The Offords Parish Council,                             September 7th, 2017

1. Local Highways Initiative (LHI) changes

I am pleased to report that the proposed charging for the application for an LHI scheme, reported by me at the last meeting, have been dropped.
2. County Council roles, responsibilities and remuneration 

At the last meeting of the County Council in July, the main issue on the agenda was the structure of the Council, the leadership of the various committees and the remuneration of councillors.
a. The main work of the Council will be carried out by Policy and Service Committees, as follows:

Adults

Children and Young People

Economy and Environment

Health

Highways and Community Infrastructure

Commercial and Investment

Communities and Partnerships

General Purposes Committee (which has the last word on all matters and is chaired by the Leader of the Council)

Other aspects of the CCC activity will be covered by:

Planning Committee

Audit and Accounts Committee

Constitution and Ethics Committee

Every committee has a Chair and Vice-chair who have the responsibility for the work of the committee and the services provided. The Chair and Vice-Chair of every committee (except Audit and Accounts) are members of the Conservative group.

b. Remuneration

When a new Council is elected (i.e. every four years), the Council is required to review the remuneration arrangements to reflect changing circumstances, responsibilities and to keep some comparability across similar local authorities. To do this they appoint an Independent Remuneration Panel (IPR) which then produces a report and recommendations.   The Council does not have to accept the report in full or in part and can make its own decision.

This time, the IPR came up with a scheme which saw modest increases but produced an overall package that would be less expensive than last year, as the Council is now smaller (69 down to 61). The ruling group rejected the IPR report and produced their own scheme, as follows:

Basic allowance for all councillors increased from £7,610 to £10,315.

Special Responsibility Allowances (SRAs):

Council Leader increased from £21,636 to £31,745
Deputy Leader up from £14,682 to £20,627                  Committee Chairs increased from £12,363 to £18,372     Vice-Chairs increased from £6,182 to £7,927                                         The SRAs for Leaders and Deputy Leaders of other political groups have been reduced and the SRAs previously allocated to Spokespersons from other political groups have been deleted entirely.   

The overall impact has been to increase the amount spent on councillor remuneration by £184,450.

c. Creation of new posts: ‘Area Champions’

The Council is aiming to increase the involvement of local communities in providing services previously supplied by the County Council. This is partly because CCC has less money to spend (reduced grant from central government, low council tax increase) and partly because it is seen as a positive move to increase local involvement and responsibility. A new Committee has been created called ‘Communities and Partnerships’ and this policy is to be implemented by that committee. Five members of that committee have been designated as ‘Area Champions’. Each one is tasked with carrying out this policy in the district council area in which they live. Area Champions have been selected on the basis of belonging to the same political party as the party in control of the relevant district council i.e. 4 Conservatives and 1 Labour. They receive an SRA of £5,000 on top of their basic allowance. Four of the five have no previous experience of being a county councillor.

The Area Champion for our area is a St. Neots councillor and his area extends from St. Neots to Yaxley and comprises 79 parish councils including town councils in St Neots, Huntingdon, Ramsey and St. Ives.

3. Current and future topics

a. The Council is proposing to close 19 of its 40 Children’s Centres in order to save £1 million from a previous budget of £5 million. The aspiration is that the services will still be provided but in fewer locations. The implications of this for people living in remote communities with limited access to transport are obvious.
b. This new school year sees the extension of free child care to 2 year olds from families entitled to certain benefits. This is causing problems for early years providers because the hourly amount allocated by central government may make the settings (there are 450 in Cambridgeshire) unviable.
c. The County Council is currently consulting on changes to the Library services. Again the aim is to save money and involve more volunteers in running libraries or setting them up.
d. There is an extensive house building programme across the county requiring careful and cost-effective provision of school places for pupils and students.  It is being made more complicated by the central government policy of allowing would-be school providers to set up ‘free schools’ by applying direct to the Department for Education (DfE) in London. There are currently three DfE approved bids for new schools where there is no demand for places and no site designated. 
e. The ‘Business Planning’ process for the next financial year is starting and I will try to keep parish councils informed of the service reductions that can be expected as government grant to local government continues to drop and the government continues to impose a cap on council tax increases.
f. The newly-elected Combined Authority Mayor is setting up his administrative structure (at an annual cost of £1.8 million from his annual government grant of £20 million) and has an ambitious programme of road-building, an underground network for Cambridge and a new university in Peterborough, among other things. His in-tray also includes stream-lining the tiers of local government (Combined Authority Mayor. County Council, District Councils, Parish Councils) even though he personally voted against that idea when I proposed that it should be investigated at the March 2017 Full Council meeting. 
Peter Downes, September 2nd, 2017

Cllr Downes asked how he could best establish which Children’s Centres local residents accessed and also wanted to ensure all had the relevant information.  Cllr Dawson offered to help spread the word via the Mums & Tots group and to also put the information on the community Facebook page.

The Parish Council Chairman, Cllr Weitzel, asked for his personal concerns re the cost of the Mayor’s office be noted and passed on to the relevant people.  Cllr Downes agreed to do this.

Cllr West expressed his disappointment about the way things were going generally at District Council stating that the efficiency changes that were being met were having a detrimental effect of the level and speed of services. He also informed the meeting that the proposed cost of the Mayoral office, which currently stood at £1.8m but was likely to rise further had been called in by the Scrutiny Committee.

Cllr Young asked both the district and county cllrs about measures to provide for electric vehicles.  Cllr West responded that an officer at HDC had been tasked with providing a report on this which would be forwarded.

2017/1989
Finance, Risk Assessment & General Purposes


1989.1

To Accept the Financial Information 





The financial information was accepted as an accurate record



1989.2

To approve and sign the balance sheet




The Balance Sheet was approved and signed



1989.3

External Audit





The Chairman congratulated and thanked the Clerk and Cllr 



Dawson on their management of Council’s financial issues 




which again resulted in a clear Audit.
2017/1990
To approve payments & sign cheques



The following payments were approved and where necessary cheques 


signed.
Signed between meetings:



101301
Playsafety 

Inspections


£172.20


101302
Antony Abbs

Grass Cutting

£850.00



101303
Paul Marshalll
Village Maintenance

£506.00



101304
Janet Bedingfield
Village Maintenance

£19.90



101305
Antony Abbs

Grass Cutting

£1030.60



101306
Offords Village Hall
Hall Hire


£118.00

To be signed at meeting:



101307
Walton Loo Hire
Vandalism Repairs

£30.20


101308
Paul Marshall

Village Maintenance

£527.00



101309
Barney Warner
Village Maintenance

£392.00



101310
PKF Littlejohn
External Audit

£360.00


101311
John Cobb & Sons
VH Drive Resurfacing
£4018.80



101312
Offords Village Hall
Annual Grant


£2000.00



101313
Antony Abbs

Grass Cutting

£600.00



101314
Mrs J Stanbridge 
Salary August/Sept

£928.09


101315
HMRC


National Insurance

£23.95



101316
Offord Village Hall
Hall Hire


£48.00

2017/1991
Leisure & Amenities



1991.1

Quotations received





The quotations received from Stephen Moorbey were 




approved.  Although the various small jobs amounted to just 



over the £1000 total which should trigger the need for 




additional quotations it was accepted that it was virtually 




impossible to get anyone else to carry out these small jobs 




and that it was not practical to delay the repairs.




1991.2

Tree Safety Course Report





Cllrs Gatward and Gillbanks confirmed that they had both 




enjoyed the Tree Safety Course and found the information 




extremely useful and were going to put into practice what had 



been learned.  Cllr West to pass on this information to Bridget 



Halford.



1991.3

Summer Sports Sessions




The sports sessions run throughout the summer holidays had 



been extremely well received by all and Cllr West was asked 



to pass on this information and Council’s thanks to the Leisure 



Team led by Martin Grey at the District Council.


2017/1992
Planning


Cllr Young recapped on the Planning Meeting held immediately before Full 

Council.
2017/1993
Local Highways Initiative



It was agreed that no application would be made for the 2017/18 round.
2017/1994
Parking



Issues had been raised regarding parking problems around the school and 

Offords Motors.  Additional line marking was suggested and the local PCSO 

would be asked to visit at school drop off/pick up times to offer advice to 


parents.
2017/1995
A14 Huntingdon – Cambridge Improvement Scheme (update if 


available)


Updates were being forwarded by email and some printed newsletters were 

available at the village hall.
2017/1996
Network Rail- Anglia Level Crossings (update if available)


No response had been received from David Vernon re the additional issues 

at the level crossing. Further attempts of contact would be made.
2017/1997
Councillor Reports


Cllr Gatward reported a fallen tree branch – the Clerk was asked to contact 

AWA.



Cllr Gillbanks confirmed he would not be able to attend the Paxton Pits 


Liaison meeting but that Cllr Riley would be going in his place.  He asked 


whether the gravel was still required for the play area (confirmed).  Cllr Riley 

to raise this.



Cllr Young reported that the Harry Potter Club had made their visit to the 


Studios and had a great time.  They thanked the Parish Council for its 


sponsorship and provided a photograph of the group at the studios which 


would be put onto the website.



Cllr Dawson reported that there had been some vandalism at St Peter’s 


Church and a window broken.



Cllr Weitzel reported that although the senior football team had folded the 


youth teams were going from strength to strength with a new under 16 team 

recently formed.



Cllr Young asked whether the Bus Shelter could be utilized as a free book 

placement centre.  To be discussed at L&A.



Cllr Young also asked about the replacement of the cats eyes on the Paxton 

Road following the resurfacing.  The Clerk to raise this with Highways.
2017/1998
Notices & Correspondence



All circulated as usual.
2017/1999
Any Urgent Business
In accordance with section 100(B)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) the Chair will admit an item of urgent business in order that it can be dealt with at the earliest opportunity provided it has been raised at least 24 hours before the meeting.
None
2017/2000
The meeting closed at 9.10pm and next meeting date confirmed as Thursday October 5th, 2017 – early apologies noted from Cllr Dawson.
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