
Offord Cluny & Offord Darcy Parish Council

N O T I C E   O F   M E E T I N G  
Minutes of a  MEETING of the Parish Council held at the village hall on Thursday, December 7th, 2017 at 7.30pm 
Present:

Cllrs Gatward, Dawson, Eayrs, Young, Tomlin, Gillbanks, 



Holdsworth & Riley
In attendance:
Dist.Cllr West, Mr Wright, Mr Crook, Mr Millest, Mrs Knowles,




Nick Hodgson

In the Chairman’s absence the vice-Chairman, Cllr Gatward, chaired the meeting.

2017/2033
Apologies for Absence  


Apologies were received from Cllrs Weitzel, Downes, Boddington & Clerk
2017/2034
Open Forum (max 10 minutes)


The points raised, and responses were as follows:



Bus timetables are not correct in Out & About. Contact Peter Downes and 

ask what happened with his meeting with transport re link in Offord. Asked if 

we can promote the service,so they keep it up. Put timetable in notice boards 

and Out and About.(Pete to send to John) Advertise that it’s Free with your 

bus pass.


Needs to be in Out & About every time.


(Mr Wright) asked if we could improve the signage for the roundabout at 


Park Way. Can Jackie contact Highways if there’s better signage for the 


roundabout at Park Way and redo the painting on the road.



(Mr Crook) Parking issues down Gravely Road, Park Way and over the Mill & 

width of vehicles.



(Nick Alison Lane), Came to discuss about safety in the village especially 


with children going to School. Asked what he would ideally like, he would like 

yellow lines and 20 mph and crossing. Cllrs explained about funding and LHI 

bids, approx. costs of each project excluding legal fees, and explained about 

the length of time things can take. We told him they would need evidence of 

speeding but was also told about the apathy of getting speed watch going.


He asked if they could start fund raising. We suggested getting a group 


together to take it forward. Cllr Dawson forwarded him an email from ‘20’s 

plenty’ saying they would be happy to help
.


PC to write to School Head & Governors requesting they and PC write 


to garage asking that no cars are parked in Millers Close during school hours 

or drop off and pick up for safety reasons. Cllrs Gatward to to contact CCC re 

crossing guard (lollipop person)


Cllr Dawson to contact 20’s Plenty and ask them to come to Jan meeting.
2017/2035
Declarations of Interest and Dispensation for Agenda items only



(Section 27 Localism Act 2011)


None
2017/2036
To Approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on


November 2, 2017


Held over to January 4 meeting.
2017/2037
Matters Arising from Minutes dated November 2, 2017 (information 


only)


None
2017/2038
District & County Councillor Reports


Cllr West informed the meeting that the Sustainable Developments 


mentioned in the Local Plan for the Offords had been dropped so HDC 


was not pursuing the 2 new sites as first mentioned.


Cllr Downes was not at the meeting but had provided a report.
2017/2039
Finance, Risk Assessment & General Purposes


2039.1

To Accept the Financial Information 


2039.2

To approve and sign the balance sheet


2039.3

To approve the Budget 2018/19


2039.4

To set the Precept 2018/19 




All items were taken together with information as per the 




Minutes. The Precept was held at its current level of £51,024





Proposed:
Cllr Young





Seconded:
Cllr Eayrs





Unanimously agreed

FINANCE, RISK & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE
MINUTES OF MEETING    

Minutes of a meeting of the Finance, Risk & General Purposes Committee will be held in the Church Rooms, Offord Darcy on Monday, November 20, 2017 at  8.15 pm following on from the Planning meeting at 7.45pm.

Present:
Cllrs Dawson, Weitzel, Gatward, Young, Eayrs, Gillbanks, 



Holdsworth, Riley & Clerk
Open Forum

No members of the public present
2017/11
Apologies for Absence


None
2017/12
Declarations of Interest and dispensations for Agenda Items (Localism Act 2011)

None
2017/13
To approve the Minutes of meeting dated October 23, 2017


The Minutes were approved as an accurate record and signed

2017/14
To approve the following payments and sign the cheques


The following payments were approved and cheques signed

101398
Landsmans Limited
Portaloo for RG

£252.00

101399
Mrs J Stanbridge

Salary December

£468.89

101400
HMRC



PAYE



£23.95

101401
Michael Courtney

Internal Audit

£100.00

101402
Paul Marshall

Village Maintenance 
£520.00
2017/15
To finalise 2018-19 Budget 


The Minutes from the previous Minutes were reviewed as were the changes made to the budget.  The accounts information requested from the village hall committee in support of their application for an increased grant had not been received but it was agreed to include the revised figure in budget calculations in the hope that the information would be received before the Full Council meeting on December 7th at which time the final budget would be approved.


The total budget amounted to £58,385.   The anticipated carry forward would bridge the gap between this figure and the Precept/other receipts.


Proposed: Cllr Gillbanks


Seconded: Cllr Young


Unanimously agreed


That this Budget be put to Full Council for final approval on Dec 7th.

2017/16
To finalise 2018-19 Precept

Based on the information above it was unanimously agreed that the Precept be kept at its current level of £51,024
2017/17
The meeting closed at 8.15pm

************************************************* 
2017/2040
Leisure & Amenities



2040.1

Road Safety throughout the Parish





As per Open Forum

LEISURE & AMENITIES COMMITTEE

MINUTES
Minutes of a Meeting of the Leisure & Amenities Committee held in the Church Rooms, Offord Darcy at 7.00pm on Monday, November 20, 2017 followed by meetings of the Planning & Finance, Risk and General Purposes Committees

Present:
Cllrs Gatward, Weitzel, Dawson, Eayrs, Gillbanks, Holdsworth, Riley & 

Clerk

Open Forum

No public present
2017/545
Apologies for Absence


None
2017/546
Declarations of Interest and dispensations for Agenda Items (Localism Act 2011)

None
2017/547
Approval of Minutes dated October 23, 2017


The Minutes were approved as an accurate record and signed

2017/548
Matters Arising from previous Minutes (information only)


None
2017/549
Millennium Green


It was noted that all outstanding contracted works had been completed.  Cllr Eayrs confirmed he was making enquiries regarding the one-off cut of the wildflower area and seeking the expertise of Natural England. It was agreed that if the area became too wet to take machinery on this would need to wait until the Spring.  Cllr Riley confirmed that the situation re dog waste seemed to have improved.
2017/550
Recreation Ground


Cllr Gatward confirmed that the portaloo had been delivered and had been fixed in place.  Cllr Eayrs had managed to lock the high barrier and this would be monitored to see if welding was necessary. Cllr Gatward confirmed he would be meeting with the Tree Warden from HDC the following week to discuss the removal of the trees along the drainage ditch.


550.1
Plastic Mesh installation for additional parking



550.2
Order/delivery & laying of gravel




In connection with both items Cllr Eayrs confirmed he would now 


be able to collect the gravel and once this had been 




done the football club would be informed and asked to assist in 


the spreading.  Re the mesh, it was noted that this needed to be 


done before the ground became too hard.
2017/551
Allotments


Cllr Holdsworth confirmed there were no issues with the allotments. The 

Clerk had informed the new tenant that plot 10 was available and had 

written to the previous tenant re the removal of plants etc but had not 

received any response.
2017/552
Cemetery


No current issues
2017/553
St Peter’s Churchyard


Cllr Gillbanks confirmed that the badgers had dug several holes and 

appeared to be quite active at the moment.  Signs were in place to 


warn visitors of the uneven ground.
2017/554
General Village Maintenance



Cllr Gatward informed the meeting that he and Cllr Eayrs had met with 

representatives from Cambs CC Highways and the Environment 


Agency regarding the overgrowing trees/hedges etc on the Mill Bridges 

which were affecting visibility.  Neither Agency was prepared to accept 

responsibility for the area.  It was agreed to ask Charlie Vince to quote 

for this work and then approach Buckden PC to see if they would 


contribute to the cost.  Regarding the second area, a solution had been 

found via the Baliff from the fishing club and this work would be done.


554.1

Disposal of PC equipment





It was agreed that the shredder and the old lawn mower 



would be taken to the auction room for sale as Council did 



not want to be responsible for their safety.



554.2

Request from OUFC re use of Generator





It was agreed that the large diesel generator currently 




stored in the container would probably be too large for the 



intended use by the football club but that the smaller one 



would be removed from where it was currently being 




stored and offered to the club.
2017/555
Any other Parish issues



None
2017/556
The meeting finished at 7.30 and next meeting date confirmed as Monday, January 22, 2018 (subsequently changed to Monday, January 15th at 7pm.

2017/2041
Planning


2041.1

Offords & Sustainable Development





As per Cllr West’s report
2017/2042
Cambs County Council Parish Council Conference  


Two Councillors attended this conference which was in the same format as 

HDC with 4 workshops funding, policies etc. The Chairman asked that a 


review of the policies be on the January Agenda.

2017/2043
A14 Huntingdon – Cambridge Improvement Scheme (update if 


available)


Cllrs Weitzel attended the anniversary event and cllrs were informed of a 


YouTube video of the projected A14 route.
2017/2044
Network Rail- Anglia Level Crossings (update if available)  


No update


Network Rail’s 2019-2014 budgets currently being set.
2017/2045
Councillor Reports


Cllr Gillbanks raised the issue of metal detecting on Millennium Green.  


Suggested signage prohibiting this.


Cllr Riley asked about tour of A14. Cllr Weitzel to ask if it’s possible. Cllr Riley 

also wanted to check that Council had minuted sorting clearing the brook re 

contacting Network Rail and the owner of the land the other side of the 


railway.
2017/2046
Notices & Correspondence



None
2017/2047
Any Urgent Business
In accordance with section 100(B)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) the Chair will admit an item of urgent business in order that it can be dealt with at the earliest opportunity provided it has been raised at least 24 hours before the meeting.
None
2017/2048
The meeting was closed and next meeting date confirmed as Thursday January 4, 2018.  The Chairman invited all Cllrs to join him in drinks/mince pies.







Signed………………………………….








Date…………………………………….
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