
Offord Cluny & Offord Darcy Parish Council

M I N U T E S   O F   M E E T I N G  

Minutes of a MEETING of the Parish Council held at the village hall on Thursday, February 1, 2018 at 7.30pm 
Present:

Cllrs Weitzel, Gatward, Gllbanks, Eayrs, Riley, Holdsworth & Young

In attendance:
Cllrs Downes (CCC) & West (HDC), Debbie Young, three young 



members of the Harry Potter Club with respective parents and two 


members of the public & Clerk

The Chairman welcomed everyone to meeting.
2018/2066
Apologies for Absence


Apologies were received from Cllrs Dawson & Boddington(HDC)

The Chairman closed the meeting and opened it to public participation.  
2018/2067
Open Forum (max 10 minutes)

Debbie Young spoke first about the trip the Club had made to the Warner Bros Studios and showed some photos and things the children had written. She informed the Cllrs that the group had been very successful with its fundraising and would therefore not be approaching Council this year for sponsorship. Three members of the Club, Ellie (Chair), Molly and Lucas all spoke about how much they enjoyed the trip and thanked the Parish Council for the funding.  The Chairman thanked them for attending and confirmed it was a pleasure to have been able to help.  The group left the meeting.

The Chairman then asked if the others present wished to raise any issues.

One spoke about the condition of the pavements/potholes and it was confirmed 
that these had been reported to Highways at the County Council who had confirmed 
they would be repaired “shortly”.  The second member of the public raised a 
concern about the lack of a dog mess bin in the top corner of the Millennium Green.  
It was agreed to relocate one of the two near the older children’s play area.  The 
Chairman thanked them for attending and closed the meeting to the public and re-
opened the Council meeting.
2018/2068
Declarations of Interest and Dispensation for Agenda items only



(Section 27 Localism Act 2011)


None
2018/2069
To Approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on


January 4, 2018


The Minutes were approved as an accurate record and signed
2018/2070
Matters Arising from Minutes dated January 4, 2018 (information 


only)


Cllr Weitzel confirmed that he was still working on the formatting/updating 

of Council’s policies and procedures.
2018/2071
District & County Councillor Reports


Cllr Downes (CCC) provided the following written report for the meeting and 

answered questions on it.

Cambridgeshire County Councillor report to The Offords Parish Council, 
February 1st,  2018

a. The next Full Council meeting will take place on February 6th. The main item on the agenda is the ‘business plan’ for the next financial year. As far as council tax levels are concerned, the local authority is allowed to increase council tax by 2% towards the increasing cost of adult social care. It is also allowed to increase the tax level by 2.99% for the other council services without having to hold a referendum. An increase beyond that level would require a referendum which is a costly process and, if lost, would require re-billing all households, so there is a strong steer towards not exceeding 2.99% even though service protection may require a higher increase.
b. Although previous discussions had indicated that the ruling group (Conservative) would not apply the 2.99% increase, it is now clear that they will in fact propose that. This raises about £7.5 million extra towards meeting the rising costs of service provision. However, they propose to use that to pay off the £4.3 million overspend on this year’s budget and to keep the remainder in reserves to cover anticipated overspend in the future.
c. This means that their proposed reductions in service levels will go ahead, alongside a strenuous effort to reduce costs by eliminating posts, combining where possible with Peterborough. Their full proposals have now been published but will only be formally approved by Full Council next week. Given the overall majority of the Conservative group, it is unlikely that there will be any concession to the Opposition appeals to invest more in retaining services for the most vulnerable. 

d. The underlying problems are:

i. Central government has been reducing its financial support to local authorities for the last few years. The Council’s budget reductions over the last five years amount to £175 million. The reductions for the coming year amount to £37 million (and they admit that they will have an overspend of £4.2m) and further reductions of £26m and £15m will be required for the following two years.  To help you get this into perspective, the Council’s proposed spend for the coming financial year  is £572 million (excluding schools which are funded separately).

ii. Many of the services provided by the County Council are ‘demand-led’ and statutory. The demand has been increasing through demographic factors and the cost of providing the services has been rising.

iii. Cambridgeshire County Council has rejected the option of the permitted council tax increases for the previous two years. Had this flexibility been used in those two years and in the coming year, the compounding effect, together with the increase in taxable population, would have given the council in the region of £18 million extra to meet the pressures outlined above.  This would still have required service cuts to be made but they would have been much less severe than those planned.

iv. Although the ruling group has produced a Business Plan that appears to ‘balance’, much of it is based on questionable assumptions, such as:

· It will be possible to re-negotiate better deals with contractors providing services, e.g. in the provision of care places, highways repairs, transport.

· It will be possible to manage the demand for services or provide preventative support that will obviate the need for costly provision

· It will be possible to continue to drive down ‘back office’ costs and functions more efficiently by joint arrangements with Peterborough.

v. The County’s Chief Finance Officer warns that ‘the scope for further efficiency without impacting on service delivery is diminishing’ and ‘the council requires significant transformation of its services, in collaboration with partners, in order to meet the challenges ahead. There is significant risk if that transformation is not achieved’.
vi. The Council is ‘working with Members (i.e. councillors’) on materials which will help them have conversations with Parish Councils, local residents, the voluntary sector and other groups about where they can support us to mitigate the impact of budget reductions.’
So that is a pretty clear message for you!
Specific issues in The Offords

x. As reported last month, the mismatch in the timetabling of the service bus and the HACT minibus from Buckden will be resolved and the new timetable will come into effect on February 12th. This has been well publicised in the village and, although it only directly affects relatively few residents, will be welcomed. I hope it is just the first of other much-needed improvements to bus services for The Offords.

y. I entirely support the recent letter sent by your Chairman, Ian Weitzel, in connection with Network Rail’s failure to recognise the implications for The Offords of the proposed increase in rail traffic. Their failure to continue the promised dialogue with the local community is deplorable.

Peter Downes, January 30th, 2018

Cllr West(HDC) confirmed that much of HDC’s time currently was being spent discussing the forthcoming budget which would be finalised on February 21.

2018/2072
Finance, Risk Assessment & General Purposes


2072.1

To Accept the Financial Information 




The financial information was accepted as an accurate record



2072.2

To approve and sign the balance sheet




The Balance Sheet was approved as an accurate record and 



signed.  The Clerk answered a couple of budgetary queries 




and confirmed that all further payments from the General 




Maintenance budget would come from the 






contingency element.
2018/2073
To Approve the following payments & sign the cheques



The following payments were approved and cheques signed.
101410
John Gatward


Printing Items



£25.50
101411
Paul Marshall


Village Maintenance


£567.50

101412
Netwise Training Ltd

Annual Website Provision

£280.00

101414
Mrs J Stanbridge

Salary




£468.89
101415
HMRC



National Insurance


£23.95

101416
National Allot.Soc

Annual Membership


£66.00
101417
Bluefin Insurance

Annual Allotment Insurance

£83.64

101418
Cambs Acre


Annual Membership


£55.50
2018/2074
Leisure & Amenities



The following Minutes were produced from the January meeting.  Cllr 


Gatward confirmed that none of the planned works had been carried out 


due to the ground being too wet in all areas.

Offord Cluny & Offord Darcy Parish Council

LEISURE & AMENITIES COMMITTEE

Minutes of a Meeting of the Leisure & Amenities Committee held in the Church Rooms, Offord Darcy at 7.00pm on Monday, January 15, 2018
Present:
Cllrs Gatward, Weitzel, Eayrs, Gillbanks, Holdsworth & Clerk
Open Forum
No public present
2018/557
Apologies for Absence


Apologies were received from Cllr Dawson
2018/558
Declarations of Interest and dispensations for Agenda Items (Localism Act 2011)

None
2018/559
Approval of Minutes dated November 20, 2017

The Minutes were approved as an accurate record and signed
2018/560
Matters Arising from previous Minutes (information only)

None not contained within current Agenda
2018/561
Millennium Green

561.1
To discuss quotation for Wildflower Area Cut



Cllrs discussed the quotation received from BEAM.  It was agreed that 
the suggestion of twice yearly cuts (for the same total cost as one 
cut)would be beneficial to the area. The Health & Safety and 
Insurance requirements of the company were in order and the 
quotation of £1100.00 well within the budgeted figure.  It was 
unanimously agreed to proceed with this.
2018/562
Recreation Ground



562.1
Plastic Mesh installation for additional parking



562.2
Order/delivery & laying of gravel



562.3
Installation of small equipment storage – MUGA



562.4
Removal of Generator



It was agreed that all the above items would need to wait until the 


weather allowed access to the field once it had dried out.


562.5
Removal of trees to facilitate ditch clearance & replanting



The plan was discussed.  Considering the recent email received from 


Planning re Newts in the area it was agreed that works would have to 


wait until September as instructed.  In the meantime, the Clerk was 


asked to establish exactly how many trees were required to be 



planted and whether they could be substituted for native hedge 



plants.
2018/563
Allotments



563.1
Hedge & Tree Works (review)



Cllr Holdsworth report that all was in good order at the allotments 


although the ground was very wet.  The hedge work and removal of 


the dead cherry trees had been completed to a good standard.  The 


Clerk informed the meeting that one allotment had unexpectedly 



become available.
2018/564
Cemetery



564.1
Appointment of additional Cllrs for grave marking out



Cllrs Eayrs & Gillbanks agreed to help with this.



564.2
Recent issue with burial paperwork



The Clerk reported on a recent issue when the paperwork for a burial 


scheduled for Dec 22 had been lost in the post.  The Clerk was aware 


that it had been issued but did not have it in her possession.  The 



Duty Registrar had informed her subsequently that she should not 


have allowed the burial to proceed.  The Funeral Directors, whose 



error it was in sending the paperwork to the wrong address, had 



apologized.
2018/565
All Saints/Village Hall Directional sign



565.1
To receive/discuss quotation



The drawing obtained by Cllr Eayrs was circulated.  The cost at £150 


was agreed and it was noted that the Church and the Village Hall 



Committee would be contribute.
2018/566
St Peter’s Churchyard



Although the Churchyard was felt to be in a reasonable state it was 


agreed that it was not looking as good as it had previously when 



more time was spent on its maintenance.  The Friends of St Peters 


who had been asked if they would be willing to help in a ‘hands on’ 


way had been unable to do so.  It was suggested that the group be 


asked for a contribution towards the maintenance from the proceeds 


of the events held to assist the Parish Council in maintaining it to a 


higher standard.   It was also noted that the Leylandii hedge had been 


trimmed and the cuttings left in the churchyard.  The Clerk was asked 


to contact the ‘Friends’ re these cuttings and the maintenance 



situation.
2018/567
General Village Maintenance



567.1
Streetlights



The Streetlight in New Road did not have a number on it for reporting 


purposes.  Cllr Eayrs explained where it was to enable the Clerk to 


report it.  It had been established that the broken light in Meadow 


Lane/Haycroft was owned by Luminus and the Clerk confirmed she 


had reported it to them.




The quotation from Charlie Vince for the works to the overgrown 



areas on Station Lane was discussed and approved.  The Clerk 



informed the committee that this amount would take the £10k 



general maintenance budget to its limit although there was a £3k 



maintenance contingency that could be used for future spend.
2018/568
Any other Parish issues


It was noted that some flooding had occurred and that it appeared that the 

Brook around the area of the school could be blocked as lower down it was 

lower than expected given the amount of rain and not running fast.  The 


Clerk to discuss with Cllr Dawson who lived in the area as to where 


this blockage might be.



Cllr Eayrs reported on what appeared to be a travellers’ camp developing at 

Great Parlow Close, Offord Darcy.  Clerk to contact Planning at HDC.



The Clerk was asked to chase Highways re the outstanding repairs to the 


footpaths and roads.



A problem had been reported to the Clerk re dog mess outside the school.  

The situation would be monitored and reported to HDC Dog Warden if 


information on responsibility was obtained.



A problem with 4 of the Lime trees which formed the boundary to the village 

hall car park had been discovered.  The tree nearest the gate had been 


found to have some sort of fungus and was hollow in places.  It was agreed 

that a full survey of these trees was necessary to determine what work was 

needed and that this was the responsibility of the Parish Council.  The Clerk 

pointed out that as this was in the conservation area, planning permission 

would be required to carry out any work.



The Clerk reminded all Cllrs that the Annual Parish Meeting would be on 


Saturday April 28th at 2pm.  
2018/569
The meeting closed at 8.05pm and next meeting date as Monday, February 26th, 2018




***********************
2018/2075
Planning


Cllr Young confirmed that there had been no new applications and no recent 

determinations.

2018/2076
Annual Parish Meeting – Saturday April 28th, 2018


The 2018 APM was discussed at length and many ideas suggested.  The Clerk 

was asked to contact all the usual village groups and organisations and it was 

agreed that the Annual Report front cover would be changed to represent an 

invitation to attend.  It was noted that the event needed to be 



communicated to all residents as their Parish meeting and not a meeting of 

the Parish Council.   Local businesses would also be approached to see if they 

wished to participate in any way and the Clerk was asked to see if any 


archaeological finds from the A14 excavation works could be exhibited or 

spoken about.
2018/2077
Reduction in Speed Limit


The communication from the 20’s plenty group had been distributed to all.  

It was agreed that this initiative needed to be communication rather than 

Council driven and that the Annual Parish Meeting would be an ideal 


opportunity to gauge support.
2018/2078
A14 Huntingdon – Cambridge Improvement Scheme (update if 



available)


No update available
2018/2079
Network Rail- Anglia Level Crossings (update if available)


Cllr Weitzel’s email to Network Rail had been circulated to all.  It was also 


suggested that a copy be sent to the Chair of Buckden Parish Council and 


also to the Mayor.
2018/2080
Councillor Reports


Cllr Gillbanks raised the issue re the maintenance costs of St Peter’s 


Churchyard.  It was agreed to invite representatives of Friend of St Peter’s to 

the next meeting with a view to possibly holding an event to raise funds 


towards maintenance.


Cllr Holdsworth raised the issues of flooding and parking on the recreation 

ground.  It was agreed that more mesh was needed and the Clerk was asked 

to make a funding application for this once the area had been measured.  It 

was also agreed that the football club would be approached and asked to 

give guidance to visiting parents of junior football as to where parking was 

available.



Cllr Young informed Members that he would not be at the next meeting.  He 

also suggested that the Offords should have an ‘Emergency Plan’ in place 


and volunteered to put something together.  All agreed this was an excellent 

idea.
2018/2081
Notices & Correspondence


All circulated via email
2018/2082
Any Urgent Business
In accordance with section 100(B)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) the Chair will admit an item of urgent business in order that it can be dealt with at the earliest opportunity provided it has been raised at least 24 hours before the meeting.
None
2018/2083
The meeting closed at 9.05pm and next Full Council meeting date confirmed as Thursday March 1, 2018.  
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