
Offord Cluny & Offord Darcy Parish Council

M I N U T E S  O F   M E E T I N G  

Minutes of a MEETING of the Parish Council held at the village hall on Thursday, March 1, 2018 at 7.30pm 
Present:

Cllrs Weitzel, Gatward, Eayrs, Dawson, Gillbanks, Tomlin, 




Holdsworth & Riley

In attendance:
County Cllr Peter Downes, District Cllr Richard West, PCSO Richard 


Braddick, Representatives of Friends of St Peters, 2 members of the 


public and Clerk
2018/2084
Apologies for Absence


Apologies were received from Cllr Simon Young and Dist.Cllr Barbara 


Boddington.
2018/2085
Open Forum (max 10 minutes)


Liz Howes, representing Friends of St Peter’s spoke first and made the 


following proposal in response to Council’s approach about ongoing 


maintenance of the Churchyard and the cost thereof.


On the understanding that the groundwork/preparations and installation are 

by others, The Friends of St Peter’s will supply turf protection mesh from the 

area already laid by the Council, along the footpath to the porch.


This offer is based on the use of light pedestrian quality mesh for a cost not to 

exceed £350.00.


Since this material seems to prevent animals from burrowing and scratching 

the pathway, this would be deemed a one off contribution to the costs of the 

upkeep of the churchyard.


Cllr Gillbanks made the following comments:



I am a supporter of St Peter’s and the Churches Conservation Trust and have 

been for nearly twenty-five years. That’s both financial support and time and 

effort. Over the years that’s included cleaning the church, working in the 


churchyard, being a key holder and regularly helping visitors get to, and 


around, the churchyard, also meeting with CCT staff and, as a next-door 


neighbour, generally ‘keeping an eye’ on the place. I have also allowed my 

garden to be used as part of fund raising activities for St Peter’s.



I am also a member of the Offords Parish Council and thus responsible for 


representing the Offord community. I believe that if St Peter’s, an Offords 


community asset, is to be used to generate revenue then some of the profit 

should 
be used offset the cost of the upkeep of the asset. Specifically, the 


residents of the Offords pay for the cost of maintaining the churchyard 


through their council tax. If some of the revenue generated by the Friends of 

St Peter’s could be used to help pay for the maintenance of the churchyard, it 

would enable the Parish Council to divert more funds to other local 


community issues such as road safety, better pavements and footpaths etc.



I don’t think this is a major issue and we are certainly not talking about large 

sums of money, but I think there is a principle here that we’d like the friends 

of St Peter’s to consider. Ideally the Friends would be able to contribute some 

amount whenever they hold a successful event.


Cllr Gatward (Chairman of Leisure & Amenities) thanked the Friends of St 


Peter’s for attending the meeting and for their kind offer.  It was agreed that 

this would be discussed at the next L&A meeting scheduled for Monday, 


March 26th.



PCSO Richad Braddick informed the meeting of the crimes over the last 6 


months.  He noted that many more calls were coming in from residents and 

encouraged this to continue as it was proving very beneficial to detection 

rates.   He also commented on the three recent speed checks carried out in 

the parish recently which had concluded that there did not appear to be a 

speeding problem in the parish with the highest speed recorded being 36 


mph.



PCSO Braddick also mentioned that checks had been made at school drop 

off/pick up times regarding dangerous parking but that no specific problems 

were noted and the occasional problem resulting in that driver being offered 

advice.



Lastly, he commended the parish on its very active and useful 



Neighbourhood Watch group which was provided excellent intelligence. He 

confirmed he would try to attend the Annual Parish Meeting on April 28th, 

depending on shifts.
2018/2086
Declarations of Interest and Dispensation for Agenda items only



(Section 27 Localism Act 2011)


None 
2018/2087
To Approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on


February 1, 2018


The Minutes were approved as an accurate record and signed
2018/2088
Matters Arising from Minutes dated February 1, 2018 (information 


only)


None
2018/2089
District & County Councillor Reports


The following report was provided by Cty Cllr Downes prior to the meeting:

Report for meeting on  March 1st, 2018
a. The most recent Full Council meeting took place on February 6th. . The main item on the agenda was the ‘business plan’ for the next financial year. As far as council tax levels are concerned, the local authority is allowed to increase council tax by 2% towards the increasing cost of adult social care. It is also allowed to increase the tax level by 2.99% for the other council services without having to hold a referendum. An increase beyond that level would require a referendum which is a costly process and, if lost, would require re-billing all households, so there is a strong steer towards not exceeding 2.99% even though service protection may require a higher increase.
b. Although previous discussions had indicated that the ruling group (Conservative) would not apply the 2.99% increase, they did in fact propose that. This raises about £7.5 million extra towards meeting the rising costs of service provision. However, they propose to use that to pay off the £4.3 million overspend on this year’s budget and to keep the remainder in reserves to cover anticipated overspend in the future.
c. This means that their proposed reductions in service levels will go ahead, alongside a strenuous effort to reduce costs by eliminating posts, combining where possible with Peterborough. Their full proposals have now been published and can be read on the County Council web-site. There was no concession to the Opposition appeals to invest more in retaining services for the most vulnerable. 

d. The underlying problems are:

i. Central government has been reducing its financial support to local authorities for the last few years. The Council’s budget reductions over the last five years amount to £175 million. The reductions for the coming year amount to £37 million (and they admit that they will have an overspend of £4.3m) and further reductions of £26m and £15m will be required for the following two years.  To help you get this into perspective, the Council’s proposed spend for the coming financial year is £572 million (excluding schools which are funded separately).

ii. Many of the services provided by the County Council are ‘demand-led’ and statutory. The demand has been increasing through demographic factors and the cost of providing the services has been rising.

iii. Cambridgeshire County Council has rejected the option of the permitted council tax increases for the previous two years. Had this flexibility been used in those two years and in the coming year, the compounding effect, together with the increase in taxable population, would have given the council in the region of £18 million extra to meet the pressures outlined above.  This would still have required service cuts to be made but they would have been much less severe than those planned.

iv. Although the ruling group has produced a Business Plan that appears to ‘balance’, much of it is based on questionable assumptions, such as:

· It will be possible to re-negotiate better deals with contractors providing services, e.g. in the provision of care places, highways repairs, transport.

· It will be possible to manage the demand for services or provide preventative support that will obviate the need for costly provision

· It will be possible to continue to drive down ‘back office’ costs and functions more efficiently by joint arrangements with Peterborough.

v. Some examples of the service cuts being proposed:

· Spend less on filling pot-holes and repairing pavements

· Charging the poorest people more if they need social care

· Charge people for using computers longer than 30 minutes in libraries

· Reduce spending on children’s centres by £900k (19%)

vi. The County’s Chief Finance Officer warns that ‘the scope for further efficiency without impacting on service delivery is diminishing’ and ‘the council requires significant transformation of its services, in collaboration with partners, in order to meet the challenges ahead. There is significant risk if that transformation is not achieved’.

vii. The Council is ‘working with Members (i.e. councillors) on materials which will help them have conversations with Parish Councils, local residents, the voluntary sector and other groups about where they can support us to mitigate the impact of budget reductions.’
Translated into Plain English, that means: We are going to have to ask you to do some of the tasks we normally carry out as we can no longer afford to do them.

Some issues specific to The Offords

a. Not much to report this month except that Cllr Terry Hayward (District Councillor for Buckden) will be standing down this May and as he has been the Chairman of the Ouse Valley Way Management group, he has suggested that I should take on this responsibility. As much of the Ouse Valley Way goes through the division I represent, it seems logical. It will also give me the chance, perhaps, to exercise more influence in getting the improvements and maintenance to the Ouse Valley Way that local residents have been asking for.
b. If The Offords PC approve, I propose to attend the next meeting of the Combined Authority in March to ask the Mayor what plans he has to address the legitimate concerns of residents in Buckden and The Offords to address the issue of the increased rail traffic on the East Coast line and the knock-on effects on The Offords crossing, the point raised by the Chairman at the last meeting.  



Cllr West mentioned the recent emails from the Planning Department about 

proposed changes to procedures.  He felt that this was a great opportunity 

to be able to suggest changes.  He also said that the situation regarding 


Offords Level Crossing was being taken very seriously by the District Council. 

Lastly, he informed Cllrs that there was a meeting planned with Luminous 

regarding their merger with Places for People.

2018/2090
Finance, Risk Assessment & General Purposes



2090.1

To Accept the Financial Information 




The financial and accounts information was accepted as an 



accurate record.


2090.2

To approve and sign the balance sheet




The Balance Sheet was approved as accurate and signed.
2018/2091
To Approve the following payments & sign the cheques


The following payments were approved and cheques signed

101419
Paul Marshall


General Maintenance


£458.00

101420
Mrs J Stanbridge

Salary




£468.89

101421
HMRC



National Insurance


£23.95
101422
Hayden’s Aboricultural
Tree Survey



£597.60
2018/2092
Donation from A14 Group


It was noted that the bank accounts form the former A14 Action Group had 

been closed and that the monies held would eventually be donated to the 

Parish Council.  Cllrs were asked to have a think about suitable uses for these 

funds.

2018/2093
Leisure & Amenities


Cllr Gatward confirmed there had not been a meeting in February and that 

the weather had not be conducive to getting the remaining jobs completed.



The next meeting was scheduled for Monday, March 26th.

2018/2094
Planning


Cllr Weitzel reported on the Planning Meeting held immediately before Full 

Council.

M I N U T E S    OF    M E E T I N G

Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Committee held in the Village Hall, Offord Cluny on Thursday, March 1, 2018, at 7.00pm followed by a meeting of the Full Council at 7.30pm.
Present:
Cllrs Weitzel, Gatward, Dawson, Eayrs, Gillbanks, Holdsworth, Riley

2018/527
Apologies for Absence



Apologies were received from Cllr Young (Committee Chairman).  In Cllr 


Young’s absence Cllr Weitzel chaired the meeting.




2018/528
Open Forum



No public present

2018/529
Declarations of Interest for Agenda Items (Localism Act 2011)



None

2018/530
Approval of the Minutes dated January 4, 2018



The Minutes were approved as an accurate record and signed



2018/531
Planning Applications received



531.1

Proposal: Two bed dwelling




Site Address: Land North Of 181 High Street Offord Cluny




Reference: 18/00062/FUL

Council Observations

The new application is almost identical to the previous application which was eventually withdrawn and for which Council recommended Refusal.  This new application also, in Council’s opinion, represents an overdevelopment of what is a very small site and although the comments re the protected Horse Chestnut Tree are noted, Council still feels that it will be damaged by what is proposed.  In addition, the repositioning of the access onto the High Street from that indicated in the original application (which would have meant demolition of part of the wall) merely increases the danger rather than alleviate concerns re the previously planned access.

Recommendation: Refusal

2018/532
Any other planning/enforcement matters



The two communications from HDC regarding input into possible 



changes with the way Development Management meetings were run 


and the delegation of decisions to officers were discussed.  It was 



agreed that Cllr Weitzel would respond on Council’s behalf re the 



meeting format suggestions.



Cllr Dawson raised the issue of the additional caravan now sited on the 


former Pumping Station in Offord Darcy.  The Clerk was asked to raise 


this with planning enforcement.



Residents had raised concerns about the parking outside the Paxton 


Farm Development.  The clerk was asked to mention this to 



HDC/Highways to see if there were any conditions attached to the 


planning permission.



2018/533
The meeting closed at 7.25pm.


***********************************************

2018/2095
Network Rail- Future of Offords Level Crossing



Cllr Weitzel informed the meeting that he had finally received a response to 

his email that afternoon.  In addition, he had found a link to a consultation 

with responses required by March 6th which he would complete on Council’s 

behalf.  Other Cllrs expressed their concerns regarding recent reports which 

seemed to indicate that the increase in the number of trains proposed would 

have the effect of permanently closing the crossing via the ‘back door’ and it 

was agreed that this should not be allowed to happen.
2018/2096
Provision of School Crossing Patrol



Cllr Gatward updated Cllrs on the response he had received following the 


County Council’s assessment of the area outside the school which had 


concluded that it was suitable for this.  The scheme, which would be 


managed entirely by the County Council would have to be funded from an 

external source such as the A14 fund or by the Parish Council.  If the latter, 

then the cost which was estimated at £5k per annum would need to be 


added to the Precept.  It was agreed that this would be a topic for discussion 

at the Annual Parish Meeting.
2018/2097
Reduction in Speed Limit


No new information had been received.  This would also be discussed at the 

APM.
2018/2098
Annual Parish Meeting – Saturday April 28th, 2018


All was in hand with the meeting arrangements and the preparation of the 

Annual Report.
2018/2099
A14 Huntingdon – Cambridge Improvement Scheme (update if 



available)


No update available
2018/2100
Councillor Reports


Cllr Eayrs reported large potholes in the middle of the road by the White 


Bridge on Mill Road and it was noted that there was another large pothole in 

Gravely Road.  The Clerk was asked to report both.



Cllr Tomlin reported that he had been asked questions about the Millennium 

Green and the fact that the notice boards did not contain any information. 

An Interpretation Board for the MG had been discussed previously and 


would be on the next L&A Agenda. 



Cllr Riley informed the meeting that he had spoken to the person carrying 

out the metal detecting on the Recreation Ground and Millennium Green 


and explained that this was not allowed.



Cllr Weitzel confirmed he was still working on the various Council Policies 

and Procedures.
2018/2101
Notices & Correspondence


None
2018/2102
Any Urgent Business
In accordance with section 100(B)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) the Chair will admit an item of urgent business in order that it can be dealt with at the earliest opportunity provided it has been raised at least 24 hours before the meeting.
None
2018/2103
The meeting closed at 9.10pm and next meeting date confirmed as Thursday April 5, 2018.  
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