
Offord Cluny & Offord Darcy Parish Council

M I N U T E S   O F   M E E T I N G  

Minutes of A MEETING of the Parish Council held at the village hall on Thursday, April 5, 2018 at 7.30pm 
Present:

Cllrs Weitzel, Gatward, Young, Dawson, Gillbanks, 





Holdsworth, Eayrs & Riley

In attendance:
Cty Cllr Peter Downes, Mike Grice (candidate for District 




Council election attending as an observer), one member of 



the public & Clerk

2018/2104
Apologies for Absence


Apologies were received from District Cllrs Boddington & West & Cllr Tomlin
2018/2105
Open Forum (max 10 minutes)


An issue was raised about a potential trip hazard from an AWA drain.  It was 

confirmed that this had been reported and would be again.
2018/2106
Declarations of Interest and Dispensation for Agenda items only



(Section 27 Localism Act 2011)


None
2018/2107
To Approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on


March 1, 2018


The Minutes were approved as an accurate record and signed
2018/2108
Matters Arising from Minutes dated February 1, 2018 (information 


only)


Cllr Young asked for clarification on maintenance spend on St Peter’s 


Churchyard as he was not present at the meeting.
2018/2109
District & County Councillor Reports


Cllr Downes reported that there had been no major changes since the last 

meeting and that most of the work now done was to minimize the effect of 

some of the proposed cuts.  He congratulated the Parish Council on its 


Annual Report and said he would be using it as an example to other parishes.  

He passed on the Streetworks report to the Chairman.
2018/2110
Finance, Risk Assessment & General Purposes



2110.1

To Accept the Financial Information 




The financial information was accepted as an accurate record. 



There was some discussion regarding the inclusion of the 




carry forward amount into the budget pages and the Clerk 




agreed to look at this.



2110.2

To approve and sign the balance sheet




The Balance Sheet was approved as an accurate record and 



signed.
2018/2111
To Approve the following payments & sign the cheques



The following payments were approved and where necessary cheques 


signed.
Signed Between Meetings
101423
Charlie Vince


Tree Works to Bridges

£780.00
To be signed at the meeting

101424
Paul Marshall


General Maintenance


£260.00
101425
Mrs J Stanbridge

Salary




£468.89
101426
HMRC



National Insurance


£23.95
101427
HDC



Waste Bags



£117.00

101428
Easiprint


Annual Reports


£265.20
2018/2112
Leisure & Amenities


Cllr Gatward reported on the meeting held the week before. Cllr Holdsworth 

offered a spare bin which could be used for dog waste on the Millennium 


Green.  Cllrs Holdsworth and Riley to place.  Cllr Gatward thanked Cllr 


Holdsworth for his kind offer.
LEISURE & AMENITIES COMMITTEE
M I N U T E S
Minutes of a Meeting of the Leisure & Amenities Committee held in the Church Rooms, Offord Darcy at 7.00pm on Monday, March 26, 2018

Present:  
Cllrs Gatward, Eayrs, Gillbanks, Holdsworth, Riley & Dawson

In attendance:
Steve Atkins (Offords Kingfishers) & Clerk

Open Forum
Steve Atkins spoke about the young teams which used the recreation ground and the problems caused by lack of on-site car parking. Cllrs agreed to lay the new mesh and gravel as soon as weather conditions permitted.  Mr. Atkins also asked about the possibility of the members laying paving slabs to the entrance of the container and Cllrs had no objection to this being done.  He reported that the container was now leaking in a couple of places and also spoke about the Defibrillator.  It was suggested that a solar panel connection be used to power the unit which could then be housed outside in a frost proof box and available to the community.  The Clerk felt that a grant from the Windfarm Community Scheme would be suitable for this and information would be forwarded to the Football Club.   

The Chairman thanked Mr. Atkins for attending and bringing these matters to Council’s attention.
2018/570
Apologies for Absence


Apologies were received from Cllr Weitzel 
2018/571
Declarations of Interest and dispensations for Agenda Items (Localism Act 2011)

None
2018/572
Approval of Minutes dated January 15, 2018


The Minutes were approved as an accurate record and signed
2018/573
Matters Arising from previous Minutes (information only)

Cllr Dawson informed the meeting that the Streetlight in Meadow Lane was still not working.  The Clerk said she would report this again to Luminous but was aware that the structure of the organization was changing and that perhaps the person responsible for this had changed.
2018/574
Millennium Green

Reports had been received from a resident regarding a problem with dog mess at the Meadow Lane entrance to the MG.  It was agreed that a new bin would be purchased, and that Cllr Gillbanks would speak with the resident when he next saw him.


The provision of the Interpretation Board was dicussed.  Cllr Dawson to contact Mr & Mrs Williams to see if they were still interested in participating.  Avril Stanford had confirmed that she would be involved.  Cllr Eayrs agreed to look into the provision of a Drone image for mapping purposes and the Clerk was asked to contact the Guides to see if they would be interested in becoming involved with the identification of the natural history as a community project.

2018/575
Recreation Ground

As per the Open Forum above.  Cllrs agreed to organize the laying of the mesh/gravel following a home football match as the members would be on hand to help as had been agreed.  The Clerk was asked to find out the dates of the next couple of games.  Cllrs also agreed that the container roof should be coated with bitumen and then felted. Cllr Gatward to get a price for this.
2018/576
Allotments



It was noted that Plot No.10 had not yet been completely cleared for the 


new tenant to start cultivation.  As No.9 had now become vacant it was 


agreed to offer this as an alternative to the new tenant at No.10 to avoid any 

further delay.

2018/577
Cemetery


It was confirmed that all was in order at the cemetery with no issues to 


report. A topple test of all the headstones would be carried out and any felt 

to be dangerous would be laid down.
2018/578
St Peter’s Churchyard


578.1
Proposal of Friends of St Peter’s to provide funds for additional 



mesh.




It was unanimously agreed to accept the kind offer of the Friend’s of 


St Peters.  Clerk to liaise with the group.



578.2
Ongoing Maintenance Plan




Cllrs agreed that the ongoing maintenance would be much easier 



following the laying of the new mesh to the entrance area.  The 



remaining area would be cleared of nettles and an effort made to 



keep the entire area free with emphasis on the safety and 




appearance of the entrance and path to the church.  A topple test of 


all the 
headstones would be carried out and any felt to be dangerous 


would be laid down.




Cllr Gillbanks offered to contact the Churches Conservation 



Trust to see how other parish councils maintained their closed 



churchyards.  All agreed this would be very useful.
2018/579
General Village Maintenance


Various areas of potholes were identified.  The Clerk as was asked to report 

these to Highways.
2018/580
Any other Parish issues

2018/581
The meeting closed at 8.15pm and next meeting date confirmed as Monday, April 23rd, 2018

2018/2113
Planning


All Cllrs had attended the planning meeting held immediately before Full 


Council and therefore no report was necessary.  Minutes as below:
2018/2114
Network Rail- Future of Offords Level Crossing – Update if available


Cllr Weitzel confirmed circulation by email of his reponse to the consultation 

and read aloud a response the Chairman of Buckden PC has received from 

the Mayor.  Cllr Young reported that the rail timetable would be changing on 

May 20 which would mean an increase in trains and a change in timings for 

all existing services.
2018/2115
Annual Parish Meeting – Saturday April 28th, 2018


The Clerk confirmed all was in hand for the meeting and was asked to 


forward a list of those wanting tables to Cllr Gatward.
2018/2116
A14 Huntingdon – Cambridge Improvement Scheme (update if 



available)


Cllr Riley informed the meeting that he had attended the recent Tour at 


Brampton which he found very interesting.  The project was currently 


running two months behind due to the archaeology requirements.
2018/2117
Councillor Reports


Cllr Gatward informed Cllrs that the Village Hall Committee was planning to 

organize a celebration on November 10th to mark 100 years since the end of 

WW1 together with the Church and Friends of St Peter’s.  Councillors felt this 

was a good idea which they should support and asked if there was anything 

specific they were being asked to do apart from the usual laying of the 


wreaths on Remembrance.



Cllr Gillbanks reported on the scheduled Paxton Pits Liaison meeting which 

had now been rescheduled to a date he was unable to make.  Cllr Riley to 

attend in his place.



Cllr Riley reported a fault to Streetlight No.24a.  Clerk to forward.



Cllr Weitzel mentioned that the works to the pavement surface at Graveley 

Road had been completed and were most impressive.



The Clerk confirmed that CAPALC were to be the umbrella organization re 

GDPR and would provide Data Protection Officer (DPO) cover for all their 


members who signed up to the scheme.  More information to follow.
2018/2118
Notices & Correspondence


All circulated via email.
2018/2119
Any Urgent Business
In accordance with section 100(B)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) the Chair will admit an item of urgent business in order that it can be dealt with at the earliest opportunity provided it has been raised at least 24 hours before the meeting.
None
2018/2120
The meeting closed at 8.35pm and next meeting date confirmed as Thursday, May 3, 2018 (in meeting room if no Parish Election) or Thursday, May 10, 2018 in Church Rooms if there is a Parish Election.
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