
Offord Cluny & Offord Darcy Parish Council

M I N U T E S   O F   M E E T I N G  

Minutes of a MEETING of the Parish Council held in the meeting room of the village hall on Thursday, June 7, 2018 at 7.30pm 
Present:

Cllrs Weitzel, Gatward, Young, Dawson, Gillbanks, 




Holdsworth, Eayrs, Riley
In attendance:
Cty Cllr Peter Downes & Clerk
2018/2139
Apologies for Absence


Apologies were received from Cll Adey and District Cllrs Conboy, Grice & 


Underwood.
2018/2140
Open Forum (max 10 minutes)


No public present
2018/2141
Declarations of Interest and Dispensation for Agenda items only



(Section 27 Localism Act 2011)


None
2018/2142
To Approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on


May 3, 2018


The Minutes were approved as an accurate record and signed
2018/2143
Matters Arising from Minutes dated May 3, 2018 (information 



only)


The Clerk confirmed that she had contacted the website provider and 


monitoring information would now be available.



The Chairman confirmed he had written to PCSO Braddick thanking him for 

his prompt response to the issues raised at the Annual Parish Meeting.
2018/2144
District & County Councillor Reports


The following report was given by County Cllr Peter Downes.

The Cambridgeshire County Councillor report to The Offords Parish Council
 Thursday, June 7th, 2018

The main activity of the County Council at the moment is the implementation of the decisions made earlier in the year in relation to ‘business planning’ and ‘transformation’. What this means in practice is that officers are now trying find new ways of organising their services at lower cost but at a time when demand for them is increasing.  They are reducing staffing costs by combining, where possible, with Peterborough; they are proposing to relocate out of Cambridge (which, in itself, puts a lot of extra pressure on staff); they are continuing to promote the concept of community involvement by getting volunteers to carry out some of the activities previously undertaken by the Council. 

The Combined Authority continues to expand its remit. The Mayor is now insisting that all road planning decisions come via his long-term vision for the area. This risks destabilising the work of county and district councils for whom infrastructure development is closely linked to planning approvals and housing supply projections.

The next full meeting of the County Council will be on Tuesday, July 17th.
Specific issues for The Offords

a. More detailed plans are now available for the changes to roads in Huntingdon when the A14 is completed and the viaduct over the railway is removed.  I strongly recommend that we encourage as many as possible to attend one of the forthcoming ‘public information exhibitions’. I will bring leaflets about that to the meeting.

b. It appears that there may be further housing development in Buckden which could increase the traffic across the railway crossing and through The Offords. 

c. A reminder that Parish Councils are now invited to submit bids for next year’s Local Highways Initiative funding. This has to be submitted by July 31st.
2018/2145
Finance, Risk Assessment & General Purposes



2145.1

To Accept the Financial Information




The financial report and accounts were accepted as an 




accurate record. 



2245.2

To approve and sign the balance sheet




The balance sheet was approved and signed

Proposed: Cllr Dawson

Secinded: Cllr Weitzel

Unanimously agreed.
2018/2146
To Approve the following payments & sign the cheques



As the cheque book was unavailable the payments were approved and it was 

agreed that the cheques would be posted to Cllrs Gatward/Dawson to be 


signed.
101460
Paul Marshall


General Maintenance


£650.00

101461
Barney Warner

General Maintenance


£266.00

101462
Mrs J Stanbridge

Salary




£480.03

101463
BEAM



MG Flail & collect grass

£550.00

101464
Ibbetts



Maintenance Items


£56.68

101465
Leigh Hall


Repair of Pond Pontoon

£20.00

101466
BHIB 



Annual Insurance


£1297.65

101467
CAPALC


Annual Membership


£346.23

101468
Huntingdonshire DC

Election Costs



£165.00

101469
Ultimate One


Mesh for St Peter’s C/Yard

£607.70

101470
Antony Abbs


Grass Cutting



£1030.00

101471
Village Hall Comm

Hall Hire



£94.00

2018/2147
Leisure & Amenities


The quotation received from Charlie Vince for the work to the dead tree in St 

Peter’s was approved.

LEISURE & AMENITIES COMMITTEE

M I N U T E S
Minutes of a Meeting of the Leisure & Amenities Committee held in the Church Rooms, Offord Darcy at 7.00pm on Monday, May 21st, 2018
Present:
Cllrs Gatward, Weitzel, Eayrs, Gillbanks, Holdsworth, Riley, Adey, 2 Members 

of the public and Clerk.
Open Forum
The 2 residents from Graveley Road raised the issue of ownership of a piece of land at the front of their property.  The Clerk confirmed that this was a highway verge and that ownership was with Cambridgeshire County Council although the Parish Council did maintain it on their behalf.  It was suggested that the couple contact the Property Department at Shire Hall.  The residents left the meeting.
2018/582
Apologies for Absence


Apologies were received from Cllr Dawson
2018/583
Declarations of Interest and dispensations for Agenda Items (Localism Act 2011)

None
2018/584
Approval of Minutes dated March 26, 2018


The Minutes were approved as an accurate record and signed.
2018/585
Matters Arising from previous Minutes (information only)

All contained on current agenda.
2018/586
Millennium Green

586.1
Rospa Playsafety Inspection



The Inspection Report was reviewed at length and the major points 
discussed.  It was agreed to contact the original supplier to see if 
repairs could be undertaken as a matter of urgency and if not, the zip 
wire would be taken out of use.   It was also agreed to let residents 
know what was happening and why.
 A grant application would be 
made to the Wind Farm Fund for replacement picnic benches made 
from recycled plastic. 
2018/587
Recreation Ground

587.1
Rospa Playsafety Inspection



The main issue raised was with the goals/nets.  Cllr Weitzel to speak 
with Football Club to see what replacements are required.


587.2
Pavilion Project



Cllrs agreed that to promote the full use of the Recreation Ground 
some sort of pavilion (timber framed) was required as the portaloo 
was not a long-term solution.



It was agreed that this should go back on the Agenda with a view to 
providing a scaled down version of the originally planned Pavilion 
funded by grant applications.
2018/588
Allotments


It was noted that all plots appeared to be being cultivated but also that Plot 

No 10 which was not to be let again and used as a communal space instead 

had not yet been fully vacated and a hedge had now been planted to enclose 

it.  The Clerk was asked to contact the tenant to ask that everything be off 

the plot by the end of June and for the hedge to be removed.


2018/589
Cemetery


The Clerk reported that ivy was growing through the inside of the cemetery 

porch.  Cllr Gatward to ask Barney to sort it out.



2018/590
St Peter’s Churchyard


A pro-forma invoice for the mesh had now been received and a cheque would 

be added to the payment schedule in June. A list of dates/events had been 

supplied by the Friend’s group and maintenance would be tailored to this.  

Cllr Gatward confirmed that Paul would be spending the following day at the 

Churchyard.



Cllr Gillbanks confirmed that he had written to the Churches Conservation 

Trust and was still awaiting a reply.



Cllr Gatward informed members that one of the trees at the rear of the 


C/Yard had died and would need to be felled.  The Clerk was asked to contact 

Charlie Vince for a quotation.


590.1
Maintenance Budget




It was agreed that the cost of the maintenance was in the budget.
2018/591
General Village Maintenance


Cllr Gatward addressed concerns of various residents following the initial 


grass cut confirming that the first cut of the year often resulted in a lot of 


grass on footpaths etc due to its length.  The additional cost of different 


machinery to collect the grass was not affordable and the situation was now 

under control.
2018/592
Any other Parish issues


Cllr Riley confirmed he had attended the Amey Funding event which was very 

worthwhile and interesting and the recent Paxton Pits meeting. The gravel 

offered for the Recreation Ground was still available.  He informed members 

that the group were applying for A14 grand funding to instate a circular 


footpath route if the landowner was not willing to cut back the footpaths.



It was noted that the footpath entrance to Gill’s Field and on to the 


Millennium Green required attention due to the overgrown Ash.  The Clerk 

was asked to contact David Gill to request that this be done.
2018/581
The meeting closed at 7.50pm and next meeting date confirmed as Monday, June 25th, 2018

*********************
2018/2148
Planning
P L A N N I N G   C O M M I T T E E 
MINUTES OF MEETING

Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Committee held in the Village Hall, Offord Cluny on Thursday, 7thth, 2018, at 7.00pm followed by a meeting of the Full Council at 7.30pm.
Present:
Cllrs Weitzel, Young, Gatward, Dawson, Gillbanks, Eayrs, 


Holdsworth 
,Riley & Clerk
Cllr Weitzel presided for the first item.
2018/541
Election of Chairman



Cllr Young was nominated by Cllr Dawson



Seconded by Cllr Gatward



Unanimously agreed to appoint Cllr Young as Chairman of the 


Planning Committee for a further year.   Cllr Young accepted the 

nomination.
2018/542
Apologies for Absence


Apologies were received from Cllr Adey
2018/543
Open Forum


No public present
2018/544
Declarations of Interest for Agenda Items (Localism Act 2011)


None
2018/545
Approval of the Minutes dated April 5, 2018



The Minutes were approved as an accurate record and signed







2018/546
Planning Applications received





546.1

Proposal: Improvements to existing vehicular access 



onto 
New Road and laying out of drive to provide 



vehicular access to Manor House




Site Address: Manor House High Street Offord Cluny




Reference: 18/00938/FUL




Councillors felt, as with the previous application, that 



the application should be approved on safety 




grounds as entry/exit from this property onto the 




High Street was very dangerous.





Recommend Approval


546.2

Proposal: porch extension and single and 2-storey 



rear extension




Site Address: 190 High Street Offord Cluny St Neots




Reference: 18/00834/HHFUL




This application was discussed fully.





Neither for nor against
2018/547
Proposed Housing Development in Mill Road, Buckden


Cllr Weitzel raised the matter of a possible housing development 

in Mill Road, Buckden which if approved would exacerbate the 


traffic/safety issues in Mill Road/Station Lane.  It was agreed that 

no official response to the advertisement would be made. A 


suggestion by the Chairman of 
Buckden PC to have meetings 


together with Brampton and Southoe Parish Councils in order to 

discuss planning issues such as this one that will have implications 

across Parishes was agreed to be taken up. 

2018/548
Any other planning/enforcement matters


None



2018/549
Closure of meeting

The meeting closed at 7.20pm

********************************
2018/2149
CIL Payment



Various schemes were discussed re the use of these monies. To remain on 

the agenda.
2018/2150
Local Highways Initiative 2018


It was agreed that a bid would be made, possibly more than one, for a 


reduction of speed limit throughout the village and possibly again to request 

the removal of the chicane but first it was important to understand why our 

bid had scored so badly the previous year.  Peter Downes had previously 


offered his help with these bids and the Clerk was asked to contact him.
2018/2151
Network Rail- Future of Offords Level Crossing – Update if available


Cllr Weitzel informed Members that the draft report from NR resulting from 

the most recent consultation (to which he had responded) was due in June 

and noted that it would be interesting to see if the views of the Parish 


Council had been taken into account.  The final report was due in 



September/October.
2018/2152
A14 Huntingdon – Cambridge Improvement Scheme (update if 



available)


The dates of the Archaeological Exhibitions  had been circulated.
2018/2153
Councillor Reports


Cllr Eayrs reported that the pot hole in New Road had not been attended to.  

The Clerk was asked to chase this up. He also mentioned developments at 

Great Parlow Farm and asked for these to be reported to planning 


enforcement.


Cllr Dawson raised the issue of parking on Park Way and asked the Clerk to 

contact the PCSO re this.  Cllr Dawson also mentioned that she was 


continuing the work to get together a team for Community Speedwatch.



Cllr Weitzel informed Members that the football club was holding its end of 

season BBQ on Saturday 9th June between 10am – 2pm.



It was also noted that the brook/ditches in the High Street needed cleaning.  

The Clerk confirmed she had already reported this to Highways but would do 

so again.
2018/2154
Notices & Correspondence


None not previously circulated.
2018/2155
Any Urgent Business
In accordance with section 100(B)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) the Chair will admit an item of urgent business in order that it can be dealt with at the earliest opportunity provided it has been raised at least 24 hours before the meeting.
None
2018/2156
The meeting closed at 8.45 pm and next meeting date confirmed as Thursday , July 5 , 2018 







Signed………………………………………………….







Date……………………………………………………..
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