
Offord Cluny & Offord Darcy Parish Council

M I N U T E S    O F   M E E T I N G  

Minutes of a  MEETING of the Parish Council held in the meeting room of the village hall, Offord Cluny on Thursday, October 4, 2018 at 7.30pm following a meeting of the Planning Committee at 7.15pm
Present:

Cllrs Weitzel, Gatward, Young, Eayrs, Gillbanks, Holdsworth, Riley, 


Adey

In attendance:
Cllr Downes (CCC) & Clerk, 2 Members of the public
2018/2195
Apologies for Absence


Apologies were received from Cllr Dawson & Dist.Cllrs Conboy, Grice & 


Underwood.
2018/2196
Open Forum (max 10 minutes)


A resident asked about the status of a streetlight fault he had reported the 

previous month.  The Clerk confirmed that this light would be replaced. 


Another resident enquired about the cutting of the hedge in Orchard Way.  It 

was confirmed that this was on the schedule for later in the month.
2018/2197
Declarations of Interest and Dispensation for Agenda items only



(Section 27 Localism Act 2011)


None
2018/2198
To Approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on


September 6, 2018


The Minutes were approved as an accurate record and signed
2018/2199
Matters Arising from Minutes dated September 6, 2018 (information 


only)


None
2018/2220
District & County Councillor Reports


Cllr Downes reported that a recent Budget meeting at the County had 


revealed that CCC would run out of funds in 2 years if no changes were 


made.  He also informed the meeting that he was still trying to get the 


Community Bus timetable changed to accommodate residents.  He 


mentioned that the current housing shortage nationwide would mean that 

there would be new houses built throughout Huntingdonshire. He had 


attended the inaugural meeting of the Ouse Valley Way Trust and felt that 

this was a very good body to have looking after the Ouse Valley Way.  Cllr 

Young commented that although he had been unable to attend the meeting 

he had voiced Councils concerns about the part of the footpath that Offords 

residents used and the lack of maintenance.
2018/2221
Finance, Risk Assessment & General Purposes



2221.1

To Accept the Financial Information 




The Financial Information was accepted as an accurate record



2221.2

To approve and sign the balance sheet




The Balance Sheet was accepted as a true record and signed



2221.3

To note payments received





The Clerk informed Cllrs that two payments had been 




received which would be entered on the accounts under 




‘Misc’.  

1. Payment from Barclays as an apology for their mistakes - £125.00

2. Payment from Bidwells for purchase of shredder/chipper & mower £141.04


2221.4

Village Hall Request for additional Grant Amount





The additional amount of £500.00 was agreed.  This would be 



accounted for under Section 137 and the cheque issued in 




November.



2221.5

Request from residents for financial assistance re WW1 




commemorations.





It was agreed that a sum not exceeding £150 would be 




allocated.  As Council has an account with Huntingdon Timber 



it was agreed that the plywood for the silhouettes should be 



ordered from them.



2221.6

Acceptance of quote from Charlie Vince Tree Surgery for 




works to trees and hedges in the parish.





The quotation for all the annual works excluding VAT 




amounted to £1600.00.  It was agreed to accept the quotation 



and authorize the works.
2018/2222
To Approve the following payments & sign the cheques



The following payments were approved, and cheques signed


101559
All Saints Church
Annual Grant

£1000.00


101560
Mrs J Stanbridge
Salary/Travel

£454.77
2018/2223
Leisure & Amenities
LEISURE & AMENITIES COMMITTEE

M I N U T E S
Minutes of a Meeting of the Leisure & Amenities Committee held in the Church Rooms, Offord Darcy at 7.00pm on Monday, September 24th, 2018 
Present:
Cllrs Gatward, Eayrs, Holdsworth, Dawson & Clerk
Open Forum
No public present
2018/618
Apologies for Absence


Apologies were received from Cllrs Weitzel, Gillbanks, Riley & Adey
2018/619
Declarations of Interest and dispensations for Agenda Items (Localism Act 2011)

None
2018/620
Approval of Minutes dated July 23rd, 2018, 2018


The Minutes were approved as an accurate record and signed
2018/621
Matters Arising from previous Minutes (information only)

All on current Agenda
2018/622
Millennium Green

Cllr Eayrs reported that the second cut of the natural grass area had been cut.  He also confirmed that the bark for the play area had been received.  It was agreed that once he had a date (weekend) when he would be able to take the bark to the MG a notice would be put on the facebook page for volunteers to spread it.  Barney would also be asked to help.


Cllr Holdsworth reported that the dog mess issue seemed to be resolving itself with the help of the team that emptied the bins.


Cllr Gillbanks had looked into the dumping of green waste on the Green but it was not known who was doing this.  This would be monitored.


Cllr Gatward confirmed that the entrance gate to the play area would be fixed within the next two weeks.
2018/623
Recreation Ground

Cllrs Gatward and Eayrs confirmed they would be meeting Charlie Vince the following day to show him what needed to be done to allow access to clear the brook.

623.1
Pavilion Project


Cllr Gatward provided the original drawings for the design.  It was agreed that nothing further would be done re this project until the services had been laid as part of the recent planning permission for the Thornhill Developments.


623.2
Communication with Football/Cricket Clubs


Cllr Weitzel to meet informally with the football club to try to establish closer links with them and the cricket club going forward.


Cllr Eayrs confirmed he had now received a response from Aggregate Industries re the donation of gravel for the car park area and was hopeful that Council would meet the criteria.
2018/624
Allotments


There were no issues with the allotments.  Two plots had recently changed 

hands and the Clerk confirmed there were two residents on the waiting li


2018/625
Cemetery


No issues at the cemetery.  Barney’s excellent work on clearing the 


overgrown graves was noted.



2018/626
St Peter’s Churchyard


Following a report of increased Badger activity and possible safety issues to 

anyone walking in the churchyard, Cllr Gatward and the Clerk visited the 


Churchyard before the meeting.  It was agreed that the presence of the rabbit 

and badger holes did create a problem but without a license from Natural 

England there was little that could be done other than to warn visitors and 

ask them to keep to the path (new signs on order) and ultimately fence the 

area off.  The nettles would be allowed to grow as they would provide an 


additional deterrent.  The Clerk was asked to let the Friends of St Peter’s 


group know of Council’s plans.  The mesh was ready to be laid on the path.
2018/627
General Village Maintenance


It was noted that the streetlights had still not been repaired and the drain 

outside the village shop/garage continued to flood.  The Clerk confirmed 


these had been reported and that she would report them again.  She also 

confirmed that she has asked Zaria (CCC Footpaths officer) for an update 


following the last meeting but had not received any response.  She would 

chase this again.
2018/628
Any other Parish issues

2018/629
The meeting closed at 8.40pm and the next meeting date confirmed as Monday, October 22nd, 2018




*****************


Cllr Gatward also reported on unauthorized works that had been carried out to trees on the Millennium Green.  To be investigated further.
2018/2224
Planning
P L A N N I N G   C O M M I T T E E 
MINUTES OF MEETING
Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Committee held in the Village Hall, Offord Cluny on Thursday October 4, 2018 at 7.00pm followed by a meeting of the Full Council at 7.30pm

Present:
Cllrs Young, Weitzel, Gatward, Gillbanks, Holdsworth, Riley, Adey & Clerk
2018/578
Apologies for Absence


Apologies were received from Cllrs Dawson and Eayrs
2018/579
Open Forum


No members of the public present
2018/580
Declarations of Interest for Agenda Items (Localism Act 2011)


None
2018/581
Approval of the Minutes dated September 6, 2018



The Minutes were approved and signed.


2018/582
Planning Applications received


582.1

Proposal: New gas central heating system to replace existing 



oil heating, including new flue and meter box. Remove 




internal wall to create kitchen/diner.




Site Address: 160 High Street Offord Cluny St Neots




Reference: 18/01925/LBC




Cllrs welcomes the modernisation of the internals and agreed 



that the external appearance of the property would not be 



affected.





Recommend Approval


582.2

Proposal: Demolish existing village shop and rebuild new 




village 
shop to Budgens shop format




Site Address: E A Gill Garage High Street Offord Cluny




Reference: 18/01839/FUL




Council had always supported growth and business in the 




parish and felt the proposals would be of benefit to residents.





Recommend Approval

2018/583
Any other planning/enforcement matters



It was noted that no updates had been received on any of the outstanding 

planning matters.  The Clerk was asked to contact planning again.


2018/584
The meeting closed at 7.27pm.





*********************

2018/2225
Network Rail- Future of Offords Level Crossing – Update if available


Cllr Downes reported that the 4th Rail Project had been cancelled.  No official 

information to this effect had been received.  Cllr Weitzel’s correspondence 

to Network Rail had not been responded to.
2018/2226
A14 Huntingdon – Cambridge Improvement Scheme (update if 



available)


No update 
2018/2227
Councillor Reports


Cllr Gatward reported that Paddington 2 was being shown that evening in 

the Village Hall.



Cllr Riley reported that the first Speedwatch sessions had been held. Each 

session was for approximately an hour.  The morning session saw 135 


vehicles, and none were speeding.  The afternoon session saw 230 vehicles 

and 10% were speeding. Further sessions would be arranged.



Cllr Eayrs confirmed that he was still liaising re the provision of free gravel 

for the car parking area on the Recreation Ground but that questions had 

been asked re fitting the criteria.  He would persevere.



Cllr Young reported that there would be a Quiz Night at the Village Hall on 

October 20.



Cllr Adey informed the meeting that she and Cllr Gatward had attended the 

Wind Farm Grant allocation meeting and that the Village Hall had been 


awarded a grant towards the lighting.  It was noted that no other village 


groups or organisations had applied for a grant.  Cllr Adey also spoke about 

the A14 grant and suggested an application be made for the Pavilion. 
2018/2228
Notices & Correspondence not previously circulated


None
2018/2229
Any Urgent Business
In accordance with section 100(B)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) the Chair will admit an item of urgent business in order that it can be dealt with at the earliest opportunity provided it has been raised at least 24 hours before the meeting.
None
2018/2230
The meeting closed at 8.55pm and next meeting date confirmed as Thursday, November 1st, 2018  
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