
Offord Cluny & Offord Darcy Parish Council

M I N U T E S  O F   M E E T I N G  

Minutes of a  MEETING of the Parish Council held in the village hall, Offord Cluny on Thursday, March 7, 2019 at 7.30pm following on from a Planning Meeting at 7pm.
Present:
Cllrs Weitzel, Gatward, Dawson, Gillbanks, Holdsworth, Riley, Savage,


Downes (CCC), Nigel Swaby (HDC) & Clerk
2019/2301
Apologies for Absence


Apologies were received from Cllrs Eayrs & Young and District Cllr Conboy.
2019/2302
Open Forum (max 10 minutes)


Nigel Swaby, Planning Enforcement Officer at HDC spoke to members about 

the issues surrounding planning enforcement and the way in which 


complaints were dealt with.  He also provided a handout with all 



information.  Following on there was a question and answer session and Mr 

Swaby agreed to look into a couple of local enforcement cases Councillors 

were concerned about and report back before the next meeting.  Cllrs 


agreed it was a very informative session and the Chairman thanked him for 

attending.  Mr Swaby left the meeting.
2019/2303
Declarations of Interest and Dispensation for Agenda items only



(Section 27 Localism Act 2011)


None
2019/2304
To Approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on


February 7, 2019


The Minutes were approved as an accurate record and signed
2019/2305
Matters Arising from Minutes dated February 7, 2019 (information 


only)


All covered by current Agenda
2019/2306
District & County Councillor Reports


There were no District Cllrs present.  Sarah Conboy had provided an update 

via email that the Council Tax had been approved the previous week.



Cllr Downes had provided all members with a ‘Think Communities’ outline 

from the County Council which looked at the possible future provision of 


services. He confirmed that he had attended the meeting to discuss this and 

agreed that some of the wording could have been improved.  Cllr Downes 

also informed the meeting that he had attended the meeting of the Great 

Ouse Valley Association regarding its plan to have the area designated as an 

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  The Association had written to all local 

Parish Chairmen and Cllr Downes handed the letter to Cllr Weitzel.



Cllr Downes also confirmed that Hinchingbrooke School admissions policy 

was remaining the same for the time being.
2019/2307
Finance, Risk Assessment & General Purposes



2307.1

To Accept the Financial Information 




The financial information was approved.  It was agreed that 



Council’s finances were in a healthy state.


2307.2

To approve and sign the balance sheet




The Balance Sheet was approved as an accurate record and 



signed.
2019/2308
To Approve the following payments & sign the cheques



The following payments were approved and cheques signed
101598
Ibbets



Maintenance Items

13.99
101599
Mrs J Stanbridge

Salary, H/Working & Travel
£447.09
101600
HMRC



Tax & NI


£34.14

2019/2309
Leisure & Amenities


A meeting was held on February 25th, 2019
LEISURE & AMENITIES COMMITTEE

M I N U T E S
Minutes of a meeting of the Leisure & Amenities Committee held in the Church Rooms, Offord Darcy at 7.15pm on Monday, February 25, 2019 immediately following a meeting of the Planning Committee at 7pm
Open Forum
No public present
2019/667
Apologies for Absence


Apologies were received from Cllrs Gillbanks and Savage
2019/668
Declarations of Interest and dispensations for Agenda Items (Localism Act 2011)

None
2019/669
Approval of Minutes dated January 28, 2019


The Minutes were approved as an accurate record and signed
2019/670
Matters Arising from previous Minutes (information only)

All contained within current Agenda
2019/671
Millennium Green

671.1

Damage to fence surrounding children’s play area




It was agreed to obtain a quotation from Clipex for a 


replacement fence.  Cllrs Eayrs to measure and provide info to 

Clerk.



Cllr Gatward mentioned he had not yet received the replacement caps for the play equipment and asked the Clerk to chase this up.
2019/672
Recreation Ground

672.1

Summer Sports




It was agreed that the summer sports would again be held.  It 

was also agreed to invite the leisure team from HDC to the 

Annual Parish meeting.
2019/673
Allotments

Cllr Holdsworth confirmed that all was in order on the allotments and that the lock remained in place. Plot holders were just beginning to start working on their plots.  The new wildlife pond was taking shape but needed to be filled.  Cllr Eayrs to see if he could help.


2019/674
Cemetery


No issues to report



2019/675
St Peter’s Churchyard


No issues to report.  The Clerk was asked to issue the invoice to the Friends 

of St Peter’s for their contribution towards the mesh which would be laid 


when conditions were right.
2019/676
Parish Map



An email re the provision of Parish Maps had been circulated.  The Clerk was 

asked to find out more information for the Full Council meeting on March 

7th.
2019/677
General Village Maintenance


677.1

Replacement Lime Tree – Village Hall Car Park





The Clerk confirmed she was still awaiting a response from 



Tamsin Miles at HDC as to the best place to plant any 




replacement.
2019/678
Any other Parish issues


Cllr Holdsworth mentioned that the brook required cleaning at the junction 

of the two villages.



An email had been received from the W1 regarding a possible site for a 


commemoration tree.  It was agreed that the best site would be on the 


Millennium Green.
2019/679
The meeting closed at 8pm and and next meeting date confirmed as Monday, March 25, 2019

**********************
2019/2310
Planning


A meeting had been held on February 25th, 2019

M I N U T E S OF M E E T I N G

Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Committee held in the Church Rooms, Offord Darcy on Monday, February 25, 2019 at 7.00pm followed by a meeting of the Leisure & Amenities Committee at 7.15pm

2019/599
Apologies for Absence


Apologies were received from Cllrs Gillbanks and Savage
2019/600
Open Forum


No public present
2019/601
Declarations of Interest for Agenda Items (Localism Act 2011)


None
2019/602
Approval of the Minutes dated January 28, 2019



The Minutes were approved as an accurate record and signed.



2019/603
Planning Applications received


603.1
Proposal: Single Storey Rear Extension with Internal remodelling 


and First Floor Bathroom extension.



Site Address: 79 High Street Offord Darcy St Neots



Reference: 17/02297/HHFUL



Recommend Approval.  Applicant has employed specialised architects 


to maintain the integrity of the building with no adverse effects on 


the street scene.


603.2
Proposal: Rear and side extension and raise garage roof by height of 


4 bricks.



Site Address: 10 Blenheim Grove Offord Darcy St Neots



Reference: 18/02741/HHFUL





Recommendation: Neither For nor Against


2019/604
Any other planning/enforcement matters


It was confirmed that Nigel Swaby from the Planning Enforcement Team at 

HDC would be attending the Full Council meeting on March 7th.
2019/605
The meeting closed at 7.30pm



****************************************************

There was also a meeting held immediately before Full Council.

MINUTES OF MEETING
Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Committee held in the Village Hall, Offord Cluny on Thursday, March 7, 2019 at 7.00pm followed by a meeting of the Full Council at 7.30pm

Present:
Cllrs Weitzel, Gatward, Dawson, Gillbanks, Riley, Holdsworth, Savage & Clerk
2019/606
Apologies for Absence


Apologies were received from Cllrs Eayrs & Young
2019/607
Open Forum


No public present
2019/608
Declarations of Interest for Agenda Items (Localism Act 2011)


None
2019/609
Approval of the Minutes dated February 25, 2019



The Minutes were approved as an accurate record and signed



2019/610
Planning Applications received


610.1
APPLICATION REF. 19/00128/LBC Replacement of windows, doors, 


plasterwork and render; removal of satellite dish; remedial 



work to roof and fireplaces. 177 High Street Offord Cluny St Neots 


PE19 5RT



Application Withdrawn


610.2
APPLICATION REF: 18/02240/FUL




Erection of Steel Portal Building




Cotton Farm, Offord Road, Graveley




The application was discussed at length resulting in a 




recommendation for Refusal.  Although Council did not object to the 


building itself, the traffic that will be generated from the business 



operated from the building was unacceptable as the roads are not 


capable of dealing with the frequency/weight of these large vehicles.  


This building is in addition to the one permitted in the 2012 



application and Council at that time sought assurances that the 



building was for personal rather than commercial use. 




Although confirmed this has proved not to be the case and the roads 


have deteriorated as a result.
2019/611
Any other planning/enforcement matters


None



2019/612
The meeting closed at 7.17pm.


**************************************************
2019/2311
Great British Spring Clean – April 6th/7th


It was agreed that Cllr Riley would head up this project.  The Clerk was asked 

to chase up David Rook at HDC for the litter pickers and bags and also to 


order the Hi Vis jackets when numbers were known.
2019/2312
Annual Parish Meeting – Saturday, April 27th, 2019, 2pm – The Future of 

The Offords


Confirmation of attendance had been received by several village 



organisations as well as the HDC sports team who would be running the 


summer sports sessions again. It was agreed to widely publicise ‘The Future 

of the Offords’ as the main theme in the hope of generating as much interest 

and participation as possible.
2019/2313
Network Rail- Future of Offords Level Crossing – Update if available


Cllr Weitzel informed Members of the reply he had received promising 


consultation on any future changes/decisions.
2019/2314
A14 Huntingdon – Cambridge Improvement Scheme (update if 



available)


A new Legacy Fund had been announced and it was confirmed that Cllrs 


Weitzel and Gillbanks would attend the meeting and promote a cycleway 


between The Offords and Godmanchester.  This item to be more fully 


discussed at the next Leisure & Amenities meeting on March 25th.
2019/2315
Councillor Reports


Cllr Weitzel had circulated the quotation regarding the cutting back of the 

Holly Trees/Bushes on the footpath. As no works on trees or hedges were 

now allowed until September due to nesting birds there was time for the 


Clerk to search Land Registry for ownership (if existing) of this piece of land.  

The Clerk was asked to write to the resident concerned explaining the 


situation.



Cllr Gatward reported that the hedges needing cutting back at the White 


Bridge.  The Clerk was asked to contact Lattenbury Farms re this.



Cllr Gatward raised the issue of parents leaving their engines running while 

waiting for their children at the school.  It was agreed that the Clerk would 

raise this with the school.



Several Cllrs raised the issue of a Red Bus/Coach speeding through the village 

at approximately 8.45 am.  The Clerk was asked to let the PCSO know.
2019/2316
Notices & Correspondence not previously circulated


None
2019/2317
Any Urgent Business
In accordance with section 100(B)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) the Chair will admit an item of urgent business in order that it can be dealt with at the earliest opportunity provided it has been raised at least 24 hours before the meeting.
None
2019/2318
The meeting closed at 9.25pm next Full Council meeting date confirmed as Thursday, April 4, 2019  .  Leisure & Amenities next meeting March 25th, 2019.
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