
Offord Cluny & Offord Darcy Parish Council

MINUTES  O F   M E E T I N G  

Minutes of a  MEETING of the Parish Council held in the village hall, Offord Cluny on Thursday, April 4, 2019 at 7.30pm 

Present:
Cllrs Weitzel, Gatward, Young, Dawson, Eayrs, Gillbanks, Riley, Holdsworth, 


Downes (CCC) one member of the public & Clerk

2019/2319
Apologies for Absence


Apologies were received from Cllr Savage and Cllr Grice (HDC)
2019/2320
Open Forum (max 10 minutes)


Council was asked by the member of the public about providing power tools 

to volunteers who could then undertake maintenance work on Council’s 


behalf.  Cllrs explained that there were various problems with this and the 

fact that Council had done this in the past.  Cllr Downes offered to liaise with 

the County Council officer who specialized in this area.
2019/2321
Declarations of Interest and Dispensation for Agenda items only



(Section 27 Localism Act 2011)


None
2019/2322
To Approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on


March 7, 2019


The Minutes were approved as an accurate record and signed
2019/2323
Matters Arising from Minutes dated March 7, 2019 (information 



only)


None
2019/2324
District & County Councillor Reports


Cllr Downes provided the following written report for the meeting:
Cambs County Councillor report to The Offords Parish Council, Thursday, April 4th, 2019

Error on council tax bills. You will have been surprised as I was to see on opening your CT bill from HDC that the County Council element is stated as having increased by 3.2%. I had previously confirmed with you that the increase is 2.99% which is the maximum permitted without a referendum. After a flurry of e-mails with CCC and HDC, it has now been acknowledged that this was a presentational error and not a covert increase i.e. the actual increase when you put together the adult social care and general increase is as agreed by full Council in February. In other words, keep calm and carry on!

Combined Authority At the Council meeting in March I pointedly asked if the Mayor had heard of Huntingdonshire! Many of his projects are located elsewhere in the Combined Authority area, with a striking emphasis on the towns and villages nearest to where he lives. The CCC Leader ‘reassured’ me that schemes are in the pipeline for Huntingdonshire, so I went to a recent CA meeting to see for myself. I will give a verbal report at the meeting !

Another joint appointment with Peterborough A new joint Executive Director for Place and Economy has been appointed which means that most of the senior posts in the County Council are joint with Peterborough. That saves money in salaries, enables managers to learn from being part of a wider team but these posts are very demanding and I have general worries about workload. As far as parish councils are concerned on a day-to-day basis, the main issues from P and E are highways and transport
Some issues for The Offords
a. I will report on the latest developments in relation to the Ouse Valley Way after having walked along much of it in recent weeks. The Great Ouse Valley Trust is in existence and I hope that The Offords will become a Partner Member so that they can get their voice heard directly when appropriate.

Cllr Downes also spoke about the Ouse Valley Way Trust and confirmed that he had walked the route with the main problem area being the section closest to the Offords.  He hoped this would be addressed.  He also informed Council of an increase in Council Tax on empty properties.
2019/2325
Finance, Risk Assessment & General Purposes



2325.1

To Accept the Financial Information 




The financial information was accepted. 


2325.2

To approve and sign the balance sheet




The Balance Sheet was approved as an accurate record and 



signed.
2019/2326
To Approve the following payments & sign the cheques



The following payments were approved, and cheques signed


101603
Offords Village Hall

Hall Hire

£51.00


101604
Hunts DC


Waste Collect

£117.00



101605
Easiprint


Annual Reports
£265.20



101606
Mrs J Stanbridge

Salary/Expenses
£468.43



101607
John Gatward


Stationery Items
£22.00



101608
Ouse Valley Trust

Annual Membership
£30.00

2019/2327
Provision of Parish Council post box on Village Hall and change of address 

for Parish Council to Village Hall.


Due to post issues with Barclays Bank to PO Boxes the Clerk requested that a 

PC Post Box be erected on the wall outside the village hall. Cllrs Young and 

Gatward to raise this by email to the Trustees and respond asap.
2019/2328
Leisure & Amenities


Cllr Gatward confirmed that there had been a meeting on March 25th.
M I N U T E S 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Leisure & Amenities Committee  held in the Church Rooms, Offord Darcy at 7.30pm on Monday, March 25, 2019 immediately following a meeting of the Planning Committee at 7pm

Present:
Cllrs Gatward, Weitzel, Eayrs, Gillbanks, Holdsworth, Riley, Savage & Clerk

Open Forum
No public present
2019/680
Apologies for Absence


Apologies were received from Cllr Dawson
2019/681
Declarations of Interest and dispensations for Agenda Items (Localism Act 2011)

None

2019/682
Approval of Minutes dated February 25, 2019


The Minutes were approved as an accurate record and signed
2019/683
Matters Arising from previous Minutes (information only)

None
2019/684
Millennium Green

684.1

WI Memorial Tree




The positioning of the tree was agreed.  Tree to be planted in 

the Autumn.


Cllr Riley mentioned that the situation re dog mess was getting worse.  It was agreed to place a CCTV camera in the area to try to catch the owner of the offending dog.  Once information was received this could be passed to the dog warden at HDC.  The camera would be removeable and use at various locations.  It was thought that the cost would be in the region of £40/£50.  Cllr Eayrs to pass information to Clerk.


2019/685
Recreation Ground

It was thought that there were only 2/3 more junior football matches this season.  Once matches had stopped being played the ground would be looked at in detail.  The moles were still present but in fewer numbers.
2019/686
Proposed Silver Street Cycleway


Cllr Gillbanks provided information on the proposed route. Cllrs then discussed the various options and possibilities and agreed it was worthwhile approaching the Legacy Fund with a request which would at the very least gain additional useful information.
2019/687
Great British Spring Clean April 6/7


Cllr Riley confirmed all was in order.  The bags and pickers would be delivered to Cllr Gatward by HDC.  Posters were on the noticeboards, on the FB page and on the website.
2019/688
Daffodils for village verges


Cllr Gillbanks to assess the number of bulbs required and pass this information to Cllr Gatward.
2019/689
Allotments

689.1 
Request for Grant for pond liner from Allotments Association.



The grant request was agreed.
        







2019/690
Cemetery


Nothing to report



2019/691
St Peter’s Churchyard


Nothing to report re condition of C/Yard.  The Clerk confirmed she had 


received the £350 donation towards the cost of the mesh.
2019/692
Village Map



The Clerk confirmed she was awaiting information from Cllrs as to what they 

wanted to be included on the map.
2019/693
General Village Maintenance


The first grass cuts had been done and a mess left in areas.  Agreed that the 

situation would be monitored.

2019/694
Any other Parish issues


Cllr Riley informed Members that the Community Speedwatch team now had 

its own equipment rather than having to share with Little Paxton.
2019/695
The meeting closed at 8.50pm and next meeting date confirmed as Monday, April 29, 2019

***************************

Cllr Eayrs confirmed the area of fencing required was 94m.  The Clerk was asked to get some quotes for the next meeting.  Cllr Eayrs also confirmed that the cost of the portable CCTV cameras was £50/£60 but they were out of stock.  Once back in stock one would be ordered.
2019/2329
Planning


Cllr Young confirmed there had been a planning meeting on March 25th.

Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Committee  held in the Church Rooms, Offord Darcy on Monday, March 25, 2019 at 7.00pm 
Present:
Cllrs Young, Weitzel, Gatward, Eayrs, Gillbanks, Holdsworth, Savage, 

Riley, 2 Members of the public & Clerk

2019/613
Apologies for Absence


Apologues were received from Cllr Dawson
2019/614
Open Forum


Mr & Mrs Webb identified themselves as the neighbours affected by the 


application as referred to in Agenda item 617.3. They had prepared a 


statement which was 
circulated to all.  Their concerns were listed and noted.  

The Chairman thanked them for attending.
2019/615
Declarations of Interest for Agenda Items (Localism Act 2011)


None
2019/616
Approval of the Minutes dated March 7, 2019



The Minutes were approved as an accurate record and signed



2019/617
Planning Applications received


617.1
APPLICATION REF: 19/00451/FUL



Proposal: Installation of hydrolux screens, platform and kiosk at 



Offord 
Water Treatment Works, Mill Road, Stirtloe, Huntingdon, 


PE19 5RG



Site Address: Offord Water Treatment Works Access Road To Pit 



Works 
From Leadens Lane Buckden



Recommend Approval



617.2
APPLICATION REF. 19/00128/LBC 



Replacement of windows, doors, plasterwork and render; removal 


of satellite dish; remedial work to roof and fireplaces. 



177 High Street Offord Cluny St Neots PE19 5RT



Recommend Approval – the proposed works would enhance the 



property.


617.3
APPLICATION REF: 18/02741/HHFUL



Proposal: Rear and side extension and raise garage roof by height of 


4 bricks.



Site Address: 10 Blenheim Grove Offord Darcy St Neots




The situation was discussed at length and Cllrs sympathized with the 


situation Mr & Mrs Webb found themselves in.  The Clerk was asked 


to bring these concerns to the attention of the case officer and 



enforcement at HDC to see if anything could be done to help.  On the 


matter of the application itself and as Council has to recommend 



based purely on planning aspects it found no reason to chance its 



earlier recommendation which was 
Neither for nor Against.
2019/618
Any other planning/enforcement matters


None



2019/619
The meeting closed at 7.35pm

***************************

Cllr Young confirmed there had been no planning decisions made since that meeting and that HDC Planners had confirmed that the issues raised by Mr & Mrs Webb re application ref:18/02741/HHFUL were not covered under planning law.  He also confirmed that the application for the Grain Store on Cotton Farm was going to the Development Management meeting on April 15th. It was agreed that Cllr Weitzel would attend.  Cllr Eayrs to provide specific information.
2019/2330
Great British Spring Clean – April 6th/7th


Cllr Riley confirmed that many residents had agreed to take part and that the 

equipment had been received.
2019/2331
Annual Parish Meeting – Saturday, April 27th, 2019, 2pm – The Future of 

The Offords


Cllr Weitzel congratulated Cllr Riley on the questionnaire idea and felt that 

this would something which could be printed and distributed with out and 

about. Cllr Gillbanks was asked to provide councillors with a softcopy version 

of the table of actions from the current Parish Plan.
 

Cllr Gatward confirmed he had 6 presenters.  Cllr Young to ask his 



neighbour re demonstrating the Defib units.  The Clerk confirmed she would 

be purchasing the refreshments.  Everyone to arrive at 1pm.
2019/2332
Network Rail- Future of Offords Level Crossing – Update if available


Cllr Weitzel confirmed he had emailed Ryan Fuller (HDC) as suggested by Cllr 

Sarah Conboy to arrange a meeting.
2019/2333
A14 Huntingdon – Cambridge Improvement Scheme (update if 



available)


Cllrs Gillbanks and Weitzel attended the meeting to discuss the Legacy Fund.  

Council agreed to progress a proposal for funding from the A14 Legacy fund 

for improved access to and from the Offords for pedestrians and cyclists.



Councillors were asked to review and comment on the draft proposal Cllr 


Gillbanks presented at the meeting as soon as possible as it has to be 


submitted shortly.Cllr Gillbanks to lead on this project.
2019/2334
Councillor Reports


Cllr Eayrs informed that meeting that the Guides would be making a Section 

137 grant request for new leaflets.  It was agreed their representative would 

attend the May meeting.



Cllr Young mentioned mobile Speed Tester units he had seen a report on in 

the Hunts Post.  Clerk to find out more about these.



Cllr Weitzel mentioned the recent email about the Calor Gas Grants as he 

had spoken to someone from the organization who suggested Offords 


Recreation Ground might qualify as it was not on the gas grid.  Clerk to make 

the grant application.
2019/2335
Notices & Correspondence not previously circulated


None
2019/2336
Any Urgent Business
In accordance with section 100(B)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) the Chair will admit an item of urgent business in order that it can be dealt with at the earliest opportunity provided it has been raised at least 24 hours before the meeting.
None
2019/2337
The meeting closed at 9.12pm and next meeting date confirmed as Thursday, May 2, 2019  (AGM)
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