
Offord Cluny & Offord Darcy Parish Council

M I N U T E S   O F   M E E T I N G  

Minutes of a MEETING of the Parish Council held in the village hall, Offord Cluny on Thursday, July 4th 2019 at 7.30pm 
Present:

Cllrs Weitzel, Gatward, Dawson, Eayrs, Gillbanks, 





Holdsworth & Riley

In attendance:

Cllr Peter Downes(CCC), Cllr Sarah Conboy(HDC), 3 Members of the 


public & Clerk
2019/2374
Apologies for Absence


Received from Cllrs Savage & Young and Cllr Mike Grice (HDC)
2019/2375
Open Forum (max 10 minutes)


David Meeks informed the meeting that there were to be 2 new streetlights 

erected on the High Street following his complaints about the current 


lighting.



Barney Warner provided the Clerk with his new public liability insurance 


certification and also showed confirmation of his recent qualifications in 


Spraying in connection with the maintenance works undertaken on behalf of 

the Council.



Sarah Wilson introduced herself as a candidate standing in the forthcoming 

District Council election following the resignation of David Underwood.

2019/2376
Declarations of Interest and Dispensation for Agenda items only



(Section 27 Localism Act 2011)


Cllr Dawson declared an interest in Agenda Item 2384.1
2019/2377
To Approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on


June 6, 2019


The Minutes were approved as an accurate record and signed.
2019/2378
Matters Arising from Minutes dated June 6, 2019 (information 



only)


None
2019/2379
District & County Councillor Reports


Cllr Conboy updated Council on developments since the last meeting 


concerning the transport situation.  This information was being circulated to 

all via Out & About, the website and the Facebook page.  She confirmed that 

the Community Transport Bus contract currently run by HACT was being 


retendered. She also mentioned that the new Local Plan contained criteria 

regarding the building/extending properties currently on the flood plain. 



Cllr Downes updated his written report below with the information that 


approximately 1/3rd of County Councils were heading for collapse in the next 

2/3 years.

Cambs County Councillor report to The Offords Parish Council, Thursday, July 4th, 2019

The County Council continues to battle on in an attempt to find new and cheaper ways of providing the services people have come to expect. The most recent edition of the Local Government Association newsletter to councillors does not pull its punches about the stark future facing County Councils.:

‘Councils need more money and the government needs councils to deliver its ambitions. Working together, councils can be a powerful ally to support government to deliver on its priorities. But, to do so, ministers must deliver a Queen’s Speech Funding Review and reforms to policy that deliver the funding and powers councils need.’
I have not seen any signs yet in the many utterances of the two Conservative leadership candidates that local government features in their lists of those who will benefit if they are chosen. The national political climate and the uncertainty around Brexit makes planning at a local level extremely difficult.

In the meantime, Cambs CC are becoming property developers, commercial entrepreneurs and their latest bright idea is to set up a lottery to ‘raise money for good causes’ ! The Leader of the Council went to China to encourage them to invest in Cambridgeshire! They are also promoting a scheme to install e-charging points in areas where people have not got off-street parking.

	A piece of good news in relation to climate change is the following: 

The title 'East of England Council of the Year 2019' was awarded after the Council’s Energy Investment Unit were shortlisted for their commitment to promoting energy efficiency in Cambridgeshire and the community benefit of the work being done.

The Council is currently working with 55 schools across Cambridgeshire to help them save money on their energy bills and reduce CO2 emissions. As a result these schools are saving over £800,000 in total on their energy bills and more than 3400 tonnes of CO2 emissions per annum.

The Energy Investment Unit at Cambridgeshire County Council is collaborating with the village of Swaffham Prior in East Cambridgeshire. Swaffham Prior Community Heat Scheme, a valuable pilot project is aimed at delivering annual savings on energy bills via a renewable heat network for homes currently on oil. 

As I reported last month, Cambridgeshire County Council supports the national and global calls to address environmental and climate change issues. Reducing avoidable single-use plastics, improving energy efficiency, investing in renewable energy, protecting the natural environment, promoting walking and cycling, reducing the impact of waste. – all these initiatives will all be brought together in a combined single Climate Change and Environment strategy for Full Council to consider later this year.

Some issues for The Offords

a.There has been some progress in getting funding towards improving the Great Ouse Valley Way.

b. I have been on holiday recently so am not able to confirm whether the various tasks agreed in relation to the road between the crossing and Buckden have been completed but I hope to check this out before the meeting. I also have to seek your opinion on a suggestion put to me by a Buckden resident for stricter enforcement of the width limit on the Mill Road bridge.

c. I was concerned to hear that arrangements at the primary school appear not to have settled down satisfactorily after the disruption arising from the recent Ofsted report.

Peter Downes, July 2nd, 2019


2019/2380
Finance, Risk Assessment & General Purposes



2380.1

To Accept the Financial Information




The Accounts information circulated to all was accepted as an 



accurate record. 



2380.2

To approve and sign the balance sheet




The Balance Sheet was approved and signed
2019/2381
To Approve the following payments & sign the cheques



The following payments were approved and cheques signed.
101681
Charlie Vince Tree Surgery
Works to Village Hall Car Park 
£950.40

101682
Offords Village Hall

Hall Hire



£110.00

101683
Mrs J Stanbridge

Reimbursement for Cameras etc
£122.67

101684
Mrs J Stanbridge

Salary, Travel & Homeworking
£422.41

101685
HMRC



Tax & NI



£55.12

101686
Antony Abbs


Grass Cutting



£360.00

101687
Barney Warner

Village Maintenance


£294.00

101688
Nightingale Grass Care
RG Grass Maintenance

£216.00

101689
BEAM



Specialist Grass Cut (MG)

£550.00

2019/2382
Out & About


The Clerk confirmed that Instaprint would be able to take on the  entire


production/running of the magazine as they did for other villages.  All 


editorial was sent directly to him at the moment so that would not change.  

The advertising information would need to be passed to him from Bob and 

Caroline Bargh who had confirmed they would cease to be involved at the 

end of the year.  Cllr Eayrs to talk to Bob and Caroline on behalf of the PCC.

2019/2383
Village Survey




Cllr Riley was congratulated on the survey which would be reproduced in Out 

& About as a pull out.  In the first instance no other surveys would be 


undertaken due to the possibility of duplicate information but the existence 

of the survey would be flagged on the noticeboards, website and Facebook 

page.  Final copy to be sent to the Clerk who would liaise with instaprint re 

production.
2019/2384
Leisure & Amenities


Cllr Gatward updated all on the recent L&A meeting:

Minutes of a meeting of the Leisure & Amenities Committee held in the Church Rooms, Offord Darcy at 7.00pm on Monday, June 24, 2019 

Present:
Cllrs Gatward, Weitzel, Riley, Holdsworth, Gillbanks & Clerk

Open Forum
No public present
2019/709
Apologies for Absence


Received from Cllrs Dawson, Eayrs & Savage
2019/710
Declarations of Interest and dispensations for Agenda Items (Localism Act 2011)

None
2019/711
Approval of Minutes dated June 3, 2019


The Minutes were approved and signed.
2019/712
Matters Arising from previous Minutes (information only)

None
2019/713
Millennium Green

713.1
Big Earth Works under slide



Agreed that Cllr Riley should ask David Gill if some of the hardcore in 
the field could be used to fill in the hole.  If not, agreed to ask Cllr 
Eayrs if he could help.


713.2
Erection of CCTV Camera and placement of signage



The cameras were not correct.  New ones (Green) to be ordered. Cllr 
Gillbanks to send a link. Signage was fine and given to Cllr Riley.


713.3
Maintenance of benches



Stephen Moorbey to be asked to quote if he has time to do the work.  
If not then perhaps Barney could do it.


713.4
Dog Waste Issue



It was noted that this was still an issue. CCTV should help.  Clerk was 
asked to put something in Out & About.
2019/714
Recreation Ground

714.1
Reports of noise late at night



Noted that there was no restriction as to when the area could be 
used.



CCTV might help.


714.2
Erection of CCTV Camera and placement of signage



As per Agenda item 713.2


2019/715
Footpath Signs


Cllr Gatward reported that the signs needed cleaning.  Agreed that this could be done whilst undertaking the maintenance/assets walk on July 7th.
2019/716
Allotments

Clerk confirmed she had visited the site following the email from the Association Chairman re the non-cultivation of 3 plots. Agreed that the tenants would be contacted.
2019/717
Cemetery


717.1
Realignment of remaining plots




Recent issues with access and spacing between plots/rows was 



discussed.  Agreed that the Clerk would contact Kingfisher Funeral 


Directors for advice before changes were made to the 




layout/cemetery regulations.
2019/718
St Peter’s Churchyard


Cllr Gillbanks confirmed that there were no issues to discuss and  



commented that Barney had done some excellent maintenance work in the 

Churchyard.
2019/719
General Village Maintenance


719.1
Drainage update




Clerk was asked to chase up CCC re drainage problems.




Cllr Riley raised the issue of the White Bridge and the overgrown 



brambles.  It was agreed that a working party of Cllrs would clear this.  


Cllrs Riley/Gatward to organiase.
2019/720
Any other Parish issues


Cllr Gatward asked about the provision of the Outdoor Table Tennis Table.  

Agreed to add this to the Agenda for the next meeting and try to get quotes 

for the base.
2019/721
The meeting closed at 8.25pm and next meeting date confirmed as Monday, July 22, 2019

*********************
Update to item 713.1 : Cllr Gatward thanked Cllr Riley, David Meeks and Barney Warner for filing in the hole that had appeared under the slide.  The Clerk was asked to write to David Gill and thank him for the hardcore.
Update to 714.2:  Cllr Dawson informed all that certain measures needed to be put in place before the cameras could be placed/images viewed.  Cllr Eayrs agreed to be one of the 2 Cllrs who would be DBS checked to view the images.  Cllr Savage also to be asked.

Update to 717.1 : Clerk confirmed that hand digging of graves was still possible.


2384.1 
Haycroft Hedge Maintenance





To be looked at with other hedges etc on the Asset Register 



Walk taking place on Sunday, July 7th at 10.30. Cllr Eayrs 




reminded everyone that no tree or hedge work could be 




carried out before September 1 due to nesting birds.



Cllr Gatward read aloud a letter he had received from Fr. Peter offering a 


bench for the Millennium Green.  The Clerk was asked to thank him for the 

kind offer and accept.  Cllr Gatward to contact him.
2019/2385
Planning


No planning meeting had been held.  Cllr Weitzel mentioned a meeting he 

had attended regarding traffic and housing developments in Buckden.  


Concerns were raised about the lack of understanding of potential safety 


issues.
2019/2386
Network Rail- Future of Offords Level Crossing – Update if available


No update
2019/2387
A14 Huntingdon – Cambridge Improvement Scheme (update if 



available)


No update
2019/2388
Councillor Reports


Cllr Gillbanks reported that the Church Fete went very well and that the 


missing phone had been found.



Cllr Weitzel circulated a thank you card from the guides for their recent 


grant.
2019/2389
Notices & Correspondence not previously circulated


None
2019/2390
Any Urgent Business
In accordance with section 100(B)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) the Chair will admit an item of urgent business in order that it can be dealt with at the earliest opportunity provided it has been raised at least 24 hours before the meeting.
None
2019/2391
The meeting closed at 8.40pm and next meeting date confirmed as Thursday, September 5th, 2019 (no scheduled meeting in August). Leisure & Amenities Committee to meet on Monday, July 22.
PAGE  
2

