
Offord Cluny & Offord Darcy Parish Council

M I N U T E S   O F   M E E T I N G  

Minutes of a MEETING of the Parish Council held in the village hall, Offord Cluny on Thursday, November 7th 2019 at 7.30pm immediately following a Planning Meeting at 7pm.
Present:
Cllrs Weitzel, Gatward, Dawson, Eayrs, Gillbanks, Riley, Savage & Holdsworth
 Attending:
2 Members of the public & Clerk
2019/2437
Apologies for Absence


Received from Cllrs Young, Conboy(HDC), Wilson (HDC) Grice (HDC) & 


Downes (CCC)
2019/2438
Open Forum (max 10 minutes)


Cllrs were asked about works to the Millennium Green hedges and pond.  It 

was confirmed that more work had been carried out on the pond area than 

had been authorised and no further cutting back should be done.  It was 


confirmed that works to the hedge were in hand. It was also mentioned that 

a dog waste bin had been retrieved from the fishing club and a request was 

made for this to be placed on the MG.  The bin emptying team were happy 

to add this to their list. This was agreed.
2019/2439
Declarations of Interest and Dispensation for Agenda items only



(Section 27 Localism Act 2011)


None
2019/2440
To Approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on


October 3, 2019


The Minutes were approved as an accurate record and signed.
2019/2441
Matters Arising from Minutes dated October 3, 2019 (information 


only)


Cllr Weitzel confirmed he had written to District and County Councillors 


regarding the current road restrictions around Hunchingbrook Hospital 


which were causing traffic problems.
2019/2442
District & County Councillor Reports


None present.  Cllr Downes sent the following report.

Cambs County Councillor report to The Offords Parish Council, Thursday, November 7th, 2019
Nothing much to add to what I reported last time. The County Council is in a state of limbo as it is not allowed to decide anything during a pre-election period, known as ‘purdah’. The committees continue the detailed task of preparing the expenditure plans for 2020-21 but the prospect of the General Election on December 12th only adds to the uncertainty. 

I attended two meetings last week with officers in relation to Highways matters. 

a. I spoke to the people in charge of highway maintenance at the County Council and shared my concerns about faded line markings, dirty signs, etc. I now have the name of a senior person to whom I can report direct so if you think there is anything in The Offords of that kind that needs reporting, please let me know. It became clear during my conversation that they are short of money and staff and are having difficulty recruiting. They are only able to do what is serious. I am still pursuing the idea of parish councils being able to make some decisions and take action on lesser matters.
b. I had a meeting with senior people at Highways England and reported concerns about the A14 works in Huntingdon. I don’t think these will greatly affect The Offords residents as most seem to use St. Neots for day to day matters. However, we now know that the new road will be open in the first week of December but the minor road works in Huntingdon will not be complete until September 2020. There are likely to be delays for Offords residents going into Huntingdon Town Centre or through to the hospital.

Peter Downes, November 3rd, 2019

The Clerk was asked to contact Cllr Downes and request his help re the 
drain/flooding problem.





2019/2443
Finance, Risk Assessment & General Purposes



2443.1

To Accept the Financial Information 




The financial information was accepted as an accurate record


2443.2

To approve and sign the balance sheet




Approved and signed


2443.3

Meeting report

FINANCE, RISK & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF MEETING    

Minutes of a meeting of the Finance, Risk & General Purposes Committee held in the Church Rooms, Offord Darcy on Monday, October 28th, at 7.45pm following on from the Leisure & Amenities meeting at 7.00pm
Open Forum
No public present
2019/01
Election of Chairman  



Proposed by Cllr Young



Seconded by Cllr Weitzel



That Cllr Dawson be elected as Chairman for a further year



Unanimously agreed
2019/02
Apologies for Absence  


Received from the Clerk.
2019/03
Declarations of Interest and dispensations for Agenda Items (Localism Act 2011)

None
2019/04
RFO’s Financial Report

The financial report was received.
2019/05
2020-21 Budget – preliminary discussion – wish lists/new projects

Various projects were discussed such as the pavilion and a table tennis table for the Recreation Ground.  The possibility of a bridge over to the Ouse Valley Way was also raised.  Further discussion at the next meeting.  A proper path rather than mesh was also discussed.  This could in theory join up to the new bridge. Natural England would be contacted re their view as previously they had refused permission.

The possibility of moving the Summer Sports payment to its own heading rather than Section 137 was also discussed.
2019/06
2020-21 Provisionary Precept 


The provisional budget/precept suggestions were accepted.
2019/07
The meeting closed at 8.30pm confirmed as Monday, November 25th, 2019 at 7.00pm

**********
2019/2444
To Approve the following payments & sign the cheques



The following payments were approved and cheques signed.
101741
Offord Cluny with Offord Darcy PCC
C.Rooms Hire


£225.00

101742
Antony Abbs



Grass Cutting


£360.00

101743
Royal British Legion


Poppy Wreaths

£90.00

101744
Mrs J Stanbridge


Salary



£422.51

101745
HMRC




Tax & NI


£55.12

101746
Barney Warner


Village Maintenance

£266.00

101747
BEAM




MG 2nd cut


£550.00

101748
Mrs J Stanbridge


Reimbursement CCTV Cam.
£82.14

101749
Mrs J Stanbridge


“ “ “ “        for traffic mirror
£35.60

101750
St Neot’s  Museum


Annual Grant


£50.00

2019/2445
RAF Pathfinder Stone


Cllr Weitzel informed members of a letter received from Fr Peter regarding 

the RAF Pathfinder Stone which Fr Peter had maintained for many years.  


The letter was a request for the Parish Council to take on responsibility for 

the upkeep of the stone.  It was unanimously agreed that this should 


happen.  Cllr Weitzel to reply to Fr Peter and request that the quotation for 

the letter be sent to Council.
2019/2446
Keep Britain Tidy – Fight Back against Dog Fouling Campaign


It was agreed that this was a good initiative if rather expensive.  Cllr Riley to 

check if there are cheaper alternatives.
2019/2447
Out & About


Cllr Eayrs confirmed that the next issue would be the last under Bob & 


Carolyn Bargh and that the PCC would take over the publication.  More 


information re the grant request should be available at the next meeting 


after the accounts has been presented.

2019/2448
Leisure & Amenities
LEISURE & AMENITIES COMMITTEE

M I N U T E S
Minutes of a  meeting of the Leisure & Amenities Committee held in the Church Rooms, Offord Darcy at 7.00pm on Monday, October 28, 2019 immediately followed by a meeting of the Finance, Risk & General Purposes Committee.

Open Forum
No public present
2019/751
Apologies for Absence


Received from the Clerk
2019/752
Declarations of Interest and dispensations for Agenda Items (Localism Act 2011)

None
2019/753
Approval of Minutes dated September 23, 2019 


The Minutes were approved as an accurate record.
2019/754
Matters Arising from previous Minutes (information only) 


None 

2019/755
Pavilion for Recreation Ground 


It was agreed in principal that the project should be forwarded but concerns were raised about the funding possibilities and the various stipulations, especially from the FA.  Other avenues to be explored and this will remain on the Agenda.
2019/756
Millennium Green: 


756.1
The Offords W1 Centenary Tree – Update 



A location for the Weeping Silver Birch tree had been agreed.

756.2
Pond 



It was noted that a request had been made to clear out the pond but 
this would be an expensive project and there was only £1000 in the 
‘pot’ for this at the moment.

756.3
Replacement of Safety Matting 



It was agreed to obtain quotes for the replacement for varying 
surfaces and apply to the wind farm for funds towards this.
It was agreed that Jonathon would be asked to quote for hedges on MG at the rear of the properties.
2019/757
Recreation Ground

757.1
Viewing CCTV Footage



There was no useful footage from the cameras on the Recreation 
Ground.  The Clerk would be asked to order 2 more cameras and sd 
cards.

757.2
Repair of Container



Cllr Weitzel said he would speak with the football club re the repairs to 
the container and the soil delivery.


It was noted that the ditch needs water in before it could be dug out.  The previous quote was in the region of £4,000.  Cllr Ayres agreed to obtain quotes from Jonathon and a contact in Graveley.
2019/758
Pop-Up Library

Quotes had been requested for various types and materials.
2019/759
Allotments

Nothing to report
2019/760
Cemetery 



Nothing to report
2019/761
St Peter’s Churchyard 



Cllr Gillbanks reported that all was OK in the Churchyard. He suggested asked 

the question re using sheep to clear vegetation in Out & About.  It was 


confirmed that the main areas were cut by the village handyman.
2019/762
General Village Maintenance


It was confirmed that the Clerk was ordering the traffic mirror.  Cllrs 


Gillbanks and Riley confirmed they would be attending the Paxton Pits 


meeting on November 8.
2019/763
Any other Parish issues  



Village Map (s) to go on next Agenda.  Cllrs need to let Clerk know of specific 

ideas and places they wish to be on the map and their choice of map before 

the meeting.

2019/764
The meeting closed at 7.45pm and next meeting date confirmed as Monday, November 18, 2019.  This is a change to the original date of the 25th.

********
2019/2449
Planning


Cllr Weitzel reviewed the planning meeting which was held immediately 


before Full Council.

P L A N N I N G   C O M M I T T E E 
MINUTES OF MEETING

Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Committee held in the Village Hall, Offord Cluny at 7pm on Thursday, November 7th followed by a meeting of the Full Council 

Present:

Cllrs Weitzel, Gatward, Dawson, Eayrs, Gillbanks, Riley & Savage

In attendance:
Mr Steve Marriott (applicant Agenda item 2019.667.2 & Clerk

2019/663
Apologies for Absence


Apologies were received from Cllr Young.  In Cllr Young’s absence Cllr Weitzel 

chaired the meeting.
2019/664
Open Forum


Mr Marriott was invited to speak.  He explained the background of the 


application and the conversion.  Cllrs asked questions about the parking 


provision but agreed there had been no provision previously.  Cllr Weitzel 

commented that Council was in support of smaller properties being provided 

for the parish.  He thanked Mr Marriott for attending.  Mr Marriott left the 

meeting.
2019/665
Declarations of Interest for Agenda Items (Localism Act 2011)


None
2019/666
Approval of the Minutes dated September 5, 2019



The Minutes were approved as an accurate record and signed.



2019/667
Planning Applications received


667.1
Proposal: Variation of condition 10 of 18/01839/FUL to allow opening 



6.30am - 9pm Monday - Saturday and 7am - 7pm Sunday.



Site Address: Offord Village Store High Street Offord Cluny



Reference: 19/02167/S73



It was noted that when the original application was made, the future 


retailer was not known.  As Budgens were now taking on the business 


they wished to bring the opening hours in line with their other stores.




Recommend Approval


667.2
Proposal: Conversion of property into 2 dwellings and extension to the




rear



Site Address: 9 High Street Offord Darcy St Neots



Reference: 19/02022/FUL



As per comment in Open Forum




Recommend Approval


667.3
Proposal: Single storey side and front extension



Site Address: 36 Bramley Drive Offord Darcy St Neots



Reference: 19/02047/HHFUL



It was noted that there was also a change to the frontage and the 



addition of a bay window.




Recommend Approval
2019/668
Any other planning/enforcement matters



Cllrs expressed their disappointment with the planning enforcement process 

which now seemed to be regularizing the breaches of a planning application 

approval.  The change of use re the Greenewables industrial estate (which PC 

had recommended refusal on) was going before the Development 


Management Panel on Monday, November 25th. It was noted from a 


previous meeting that Cllr Young had said he would attend.  All other Cllrs 

would be at L&A.  Clerk to check if this was still the case.
The Clerk 


confirmed that the traffic survey data would be available in time for the 


meeting.
2019/669
The meeting closed at 7.20pm

*******

2019/2450
Network Rail- Future of Offords Level Crossing – Update if available


No update
2019/2451
A14 Huntingdon – Cambridge Improvement Scheme (update if 



available)


The Clerk confirmed that the mobile unit would be in the Village Hall car park 

on Monday November 25th    from 30pm to 8pm to inform residents how to 

get on and off the new A14. 
2019/2452
Councillor Reports


Cllr Gatward confirmed he had been approached about allowing a 


companion dog show on the Millennium Green in September 2020 to raise 

funds for the church roof.  It was agreed that this should happen.
2019/2453
Notices & Correspondence not previously circulated


None
2019/2454
Any Urgent Business
In accordance with section 100(B)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) the Chair will admit an item of urgent business in order that it can be dealt with at the earliest opportunity provided it has been raised at least 24 hours before the meeting.
None
2019/2455
The meeting closed at 8pm and next meeting date confirmed as Thursday, December 5, 2019
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