
Offord Cluny & Offord Darcy Parish Council

M I N U T E S   O F   M E E T I N G  

Minutes of a MEETING of the Parish Council held in the village hall, Offord Cluny on Thursday, October 3rd 2019 at 7.30pm 
Present:

Cllrs Weitzel, Dawson, Young, Gillbanks, Holdsworth, Riley & Savage

In attendance:

Cllr Peter Downes (CCC) and Clerk
2019/2419
Apologies for Absence


Received from Cllrs Gatward and Eayrs
2019/2420
Open Forum (max 10 minutes)


No public present
2019/2421
Declarations of Interest and Dispensation for Agenda items only



(Section 27 Localism Act 2011)


None
2019/2422
To Approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on


September 5, 2019


None
2019/2423
Matters Arising from Minutes dated September 5, 2019 (information 


only)


None
2019/2424
District & County Councillor Reports


Cllr Peter Downes (CCC) provided the following report:

Cambs County Councillor report to The Offords Parish Council, Thursday, October 3rd, 2019

The various County Council committees are now getting down to the detailed task of preparing the expenditure plans for 2020-21. This is being done against a background of greater uncertainty than we have ever experienced before. 

A. The impact of Brexit (assuming it goes ahead in some form or other). Difficult to foresee in detail but the County Council has appointed an officer dedicated to tackling the risks, of which there are many.  

B. The increase in demand in the expensive areas of CCC services. For example, the number of pupils with an EHCP (Education, Health and Care Plan) has increased by 30% since 2015. This is leading to a shortage of special school places in county and children placed out of county in independent schools cost a lot more.  Reforms in SEND (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities) give greater access to EHCPs for 0 – 5 year olds and extend access to education/training from 19 up to 25. 

C. Although there appears to be some improvement in government funding, the experts tell us that it is not sufficient to keep pace with demand, so the committees are required to find more savings. For example, the Adult Social Care Committee is consulting on proposals which would increase the cost of care to service users although they insist that the Council would ensure that any changes include protections to reduce the impact on the most vulnerable and would ensure minimum income levels set by central Government are retained by individuals.  The Council would also retain discretion to review the impact on an individual case-by-case basis and make appropriate adjustments. To find out more and to take part in the consultation go to www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/chargingforcare-yoursay.
D. In the difficult area of Children and Young People, the officers are proposing cuts of £2 million on top of the £2 million planned for the current year where there is actually a £650k overspend. Their main ideas are

i. to improve ’Family Safeguarding’ so that fewer children are taken into care

ii. to recruit more foster carers This is cheaper than using Independent fosterers and much cheaper than putting children into residential care. I can give some examples of relative figures at the meeting.                                                                                         
E.   All this against a background of an imminent general election, with the possibility of a new  government, or coalition, with different spending plans. Some of the promises already made seem superficially attractive but there is a lack of clarity as to where the funding will come from: - higher                        taxes, greater efficiency, better productivity, at the same time as promising lower taxes! 

For those of us, whether as parish, district or county councillors, who have the responsibility of representing public needs and explaining government decision, it is a most bewildering time. My personal priority is to try to play down the nastiness which is poisoning political conversation, keeping a focus on key issues and trying above all to put the needs of the most vulnerable at the top of the priority list. 

Then there is the crucial matter of council tax increases. The current officer work is on the basis of a 2% increase for adult social care but 0% for the general budget. There is an assumption that the government will again allow a 2.99% general increase without the need for a local referendum but whether or not the CCC ruling group could support that, remains to be seen.

Local matters

Great Ouse Valley Trust -will be holding an event on November 30th.  The event is planned for 10 a.m.  – 1.45, venue to be confirmed. Partners and members to share their views/ideas/wishes for GOVT. To be structured as a ‘conversation’ with possibly a max of c 40 attendees. (2 from each organisation).  A very simple lunch with donations invited. GOVT’s main campaigning issue is to object to a proposed 3rd river crossing north of Huntingdon.
2019/2425
Finance, Risk Assessment & General Purposes



2426.1

To Accept the Financial Information




The financial information was accepted 



2426.2

To approve and sign the balance sheet




The Balance Sheet was accepted as an accurate record and 



signed.
2019/2427
To Approve the following payments & sign the cheques



The following payments were approved, and cheques signed
101702
Hunts District Council

Summer Sports


£1705.97
101703
Centrewire


Access Gate for MG


£368.40

101704
Offords Village Hall

Annual Grant



£2500.00

101705
Barney Warner

Village Maintenance


£336.00
101706
Mrs J Stanbridge

Salary, Travel & Homeworking
£422.41

101707
Mrs J Stanbridge

CCTV Stickers



£20.65

101708
Mrs J Stanbridge

Topsoil




£79.20
101709
HMRC



Tax & NI



£55.12

101710
Ibbetts



Maintenance Items


£38.47

101711
All Saints Church

Annual Grant



£1000.00

101712
Caroline Savage

DBS Check Costs


£25.00

101713
Stephen Eayrs


DBS Check Costs


£25.00

101714
Landsmans


Portaloo Service


£48.00

101715
CPCL



Replacement Ropes for Play.Equip
£194.40
2019/2428
Out & About



No update available
2019/2429
Leisure & Amenities


It was noted that the Community Litter Pick initiative had been mentioned in 

the Hunts Post.  Cllr Riley was thanked for his work on this.



The quotation from Stephen Moorbey for works on the Millennium Green 

totaling £670.00 was approved.



The tidy up on the Millennium Green would continue and it was agreed that 

the wood would be used to create wood piles/bug houses and placed in 


corners of the green.



The Clerk conveyed a request from some of the allotment holders for a 


compostable toilet.  It was felt that these were very expensive, but the Clerk 

was asked to do some research for the next L&A Meeting (Oct 28th).
2019/2430
Planning


The Clerk was asked to arrange a meeting with the developers, housing 


association and district council to decide upon a way forward for the 


entrance to the site which in its current state was completely unacceptable.


The Clerk was asked to chase up outstanding enforcement issues.
2019/2431
Network Rail- Future of Offords Level Crossing – Update if available


No update received.



The information re the proposed traffic survey had been received.  It was 


agreed that an initial 7-day count be authorised, to take place outside of half 

term, and depending on the result of this a video recorded specific 


monitoring would be authorised.
2019/2432
A14 Huntingdon – Cambridge Improvement Scheme (update if 



available)


No update available although it was noted that the bypass was due to be 


opened later in the year.
2019/2433
Councillor Reports


Cllr Weitzel reported that Buckden Council was still working hard to resolve 

outstanding issues regarding the entrance onto the A1 and the Bucken-


Offords traffic issues. He would continue to attend meetings.



Cllr Young reminded everyone that there would be a quiz at the village hall 

on Saturday night.
2019/2434
Notices & Correspondence not previously circulated


None
2019/2435
Any Urgent Business
In accordance with section 100(B)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) the Chair will admit an item of urgent business in order that it can be dealt with at the earliest opportunity provided it has been raised at least 24 hours before the meeting.
None
2019/2436
The meeting closed at 8.57pm and next meeting date of the Full Council confirmed as Thursday, November 7, 2019.  Leisure & Amenities and Finance Risk and General Purposes would meet on Monday, October 28th.
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