
Offord Cluny & Offord Darcy Parish Council

M I N U T E S  O F   M E E T I N G  

Minutes of a MEETING of the Parish Council held in the village hall, Offord Cluny on Thursday, September 5th, 2019 at 7.30pm following on from a meeting of the Planning Committee at 7pm
Present:

Cllrs Weitzel, Gatward, Young, Dawson, Eayrs, Gillbanks, Riley & 



Savage

In attendance:
Cllr Peter Downes(CCC), Cllr Sarah Conboy(HDC) 2 members of the 


public & Clerk
2019/2392
Apologies for Absence


Received from Cllr Holdsworth
2019/2393
Open Forum (max 10 minutes)


A member of the public raised various maintenance issues on the 



Millennium Green.  Cllr Gatward agreed to look.
2019/2394
Declarations of Interest and Dispensation for Agenda items only



(Section 27 Localism Act 2011)


None
2019/2395
To Approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on


July 4, 2019


The Minutes were approved as an accurate record and signed
2019/2396
Matters Arising from Minutes dated July 4, 2019 (information 



only)


None not on current Agenda
2019/2397
District & County Councillor Reports


Peter Downes confirmed that there was not much to report as Central 


Government had been in recess.  He would know more about budgets in a 

month or so and would report then.



Cllr Conboy mentioned the issues surrounding the introduction of the new 

car parking measures and urged members to pass on any concerns to her.
2019/2398
Finance, Risk Assessment & General Purposes



2398.1

To Accept the Financial Information




The financial information was accepted as accurate.  One of 



the columns was not carrying forward and the Clerk was 




asked to correct this. 



2398.2

To approve and sign the balance sheet




The Balance Sheet was approved as an accurate record and 



signed.





The Clerk was congratulated on another clear external audit.
2019/2399
To Approve the following payments & sign the cheques



The following payments were approved and cheques signed
101693
Michael Courtney

Internal Audit



£100.00
101694
Antony Abbs


Grass Cutting



£630.00

101695
Mrs J Stanbridge

Salary, Travel & Homeworking
£422.41

101696
HMRC



Tax & NI



£55.12

101697
Barker Signs


PC Postbox Sign


£24.00
101698
Barney Warner

Village Maintenance


£252.00

101699
Offords Village Hall

Hall Hire



£34.00

101700
Ibbets



Maintenance Items


£22.28

2019/2400
Out & About


Cllr Eayrs informed the meeting that it was the intention of the Church to 


carry on publishing the magazine whilst making it more of a community 


publication.  A meeting would be scheduled with all the contributors to 


decide the way forward.

2019/2401
Village Survey




Cllr Riley confirmed he had received 20 responses but had not had the time 

to do detailed analysis.  He would circulate the results to all and also publish 

in Out & About and on the website.
2019/2402
Vandalism on the Recreation Ground


It was noted that vandalism had occurred with both the portaloo and the 


junior goals being damaged.  The police had been informed.  CCTV was now 

in place.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Savage for making the portaloo 


serviceable again thereby allowing the summer sports sessions to continue.
2019/2403
Fly Tipping on Millennium Green



There had been some instances of fly tipping on the MG over the summer 

holidays. As it was known who was responsible, Council had dealt with it 


themselves.  In future, Environmental Health would be involved and would 

prosecute.
2019/2404
Parish Council Post Box



The issues involving the post had been resolved and a new sign placed over 

the box.
2019/2405
Bridge Cleaning



Everyone involved was congratulated on the results of the clean. It was 


agreed that this task would be carried out every 6/12 months to keep it 


looking as smart.
2019/2406
Communication



It was agreed that all communication with residents would go via the Clerk.
2019/2407
Leisure & Amenities


2407.1

To receive quote for disabled access gate – MG




The quotation was received and approved and the Clerk was 



asked to place the order.


2407.2

Summer Sports





Cllr Gatward confirmed that the summer sports were again a 



success.
2019/2408
Village Hall Plans/Lease/Annual Grant Application


Council had been approached to investigate the possibility of further 


extending the village hall lease to enable them to apply for grants requiring 

lengthy leases still in place.  The Clerk was asked to approach the Diocese in 

the first instance to see what their position would be on this.
2019/2409
Actions Arising from Asset Walk



Cllr Gatward confirmed most jobs were currently in hand.
2019/2410
Ditch fronting Paxton Road development



Cllr Young to send pictures to the Clerk who would then contact the 


developers and ask them to prepare the site to enable the Parish to take 


over the maintenance of it.  The Clerk would also ask for handrails to be 


provided to stop people driving over the bridge.
2019/2411
Community Gritting Scheme



It was agreed that the Parish Council would not join this scheme this year.
2019/2412
Planning


Cllr Young reviewed the planning meeting which had taken place 



immediately before Full Council.

Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Committee held in the Village Hall, Offord Cluny on Thursday, September 5, 2019 at 7.00pm followed by a meeting of the Full Council

Present:
Cllrs Young, Weitzel, Gatward, Dawson, Gillbanks, Savage & Clerk

2019/649
Apologies for Absence


Received from Cllrs Eayrs & Holdsworth
2019/650
Open Forum


No public present
2019/651
Declarations of Interest for Agenda Items (Localism Act 2011)


None
2019/652
Approval of the Minutes dated July 31, 2019



The Minutes were approved as an accurate record and signed



2019/653
Planning Applications received


653.1

Reference: 19/01538/FUL




Proposal: Change of use from warehouse (Class B8) to health 



& fitness club (Class D2) with installation of new entrance 



doors and removal of former chiller unit.




Site Address: Units 1 And 1C Greenewable Park Station Lane




RECOMMEND REFUSAL

Response to Planners:
The Parish Council is in favour of new local businesses but is recommending refusal because of the increased concerns with traffic over the narrow bridges/railway.  The amount of increased traffic stated in the application has been reached in an unclear manner and is not supported by the documentation. Council has issues with more traffic turning right into the site which could increase existing problems of blocking the railway. There was an incident in the last month when this happened causing a tractor/trailer to break the barriers to get off the line causing havoc to roads and rail for several hours.  The increased number of trains only makes the situation worse and with the recent approval of large developments in Buckden, Council can only see problems increasing.  Previous applications for this site referred to old and out of date traffic survey information, not relevant to the actual situation today.
2019/654
Any other planning/enforcement matters


None



2019/655
The meeting closed at 7.24pm

**********************

2019/2413
Network Rail- Future of Offords Level Crossing – Update if available


None
2019/2414
A14 Huntingdon – Cambridge Improvement Scheme (update if 



available)


Cllr Gillbanks reported on the A14 Legacy scheme and confirmed that 


Council’s application had not been successful and his requests for additional 

information had been met with no response.  It was agreed that the push for 

the cycleway should continue with the identification of 




organisations/individuals who could make it happen.  It was agreed that this 

would be a long -term project but one worth pursuing.



The Clerk was asked to confirm with the A14 contractors when the 


scheduled planting of trees along the banks was going to happen.
2019/2415
Councillor Reports


Cllr Gatward informed the meeting that a resident had come forward to 


maintain the war memorial and asked if anyone had any objections to this. It 

was agreed that this was a very good idea. He also mentioned that the 


Village Hall Committee was currently looking for a bookings clerk.


Cllr Gillbanks asked about the possibility of planting wildflower verges. It was 

agreed that something would be included in the PC Report for Out & About 

to see if there were any strong feelings about it one way or another and that 

it would be added to the next L&A Agenda.



Cllr Savage spoke about the possibility of a pop-up library. It was agreed to 

add this to the next L&A Agenda.
2019/2416
Notices & Correspondence not previously circulated


None
2019/2417
Any Urgent Business
In accordance with section 100(B)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) the Chair will admit an item of urgent business in order that it can be dealt with at the earliest opportunity provided it has been raised at least 24 hours before the meeting.
None
2019/2418
The meeting closed at 9.23pm and next meeting date confirmed as Thursday, October 3, 2019
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