
Offord Cluny & Offord Darcy Parish Council

M I N U T E S   O F   M E E T I N G  

Minutes of a MEETING of the Parish Council held in the village hall, Offord Cluny on Thursday, December 5th 2019 at 7.30pm 
Present:
Cllrs Weitzel, Gatward, Dawson, Eayrs & Riley

Attending:
Cllrs Downes (CCC) & Wilson (HDC) & Clerk
2019/2456
Apologies for Absence


Received from Cllrs Gillbanks, Holdsworth, Savage & Young
2019/2457
Open Forum (max 10 minutes)


No public present
2019/2458
Declarations of Interest and Dispensation for Agenda items only



(Section 27 Localism Act 2011)


None
2019/2459
To Approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on


November 7, 2019


Approved as an accurate record and signed
2019/2460
Matters Arising from Minutes dated November 7, 2019 (information 


only)


None not contained on current Agenda
2019/2461
District & County Councillor Reports


Cllr Downes informed members that he had little to add to his brief written 

report due to the forthcoming election but mentioned that the County was 

working on its Climate Strategy and that it was unlikely that the new section 

of road would have anything other than the national speed limit.


Cllr Dawson mentioned the traffic issues around the hospital and school in 

Huntingdon.  Cllr Downes to provide the Highways contact for this.



Cllr Wilson spoke about CIL monies and confirmed that Ryan Fuller, the new 

leaded, was also the portfolio holder for CIL.  He had confirmed that it might 

be possible to use HDC CIL monies for the repainting of lines/hatched area at 

the level crossing as it was considered safety issue.  Clerk to contact him for 

information on how applications are made.



Cllr Wilson also spoke about HDC’s waste policy and the contamination rate 

on waste which currently stood at 7.03%.  Various strategies would be 


employed to reduce this and alleviate the penalties.
2019/2462
Finance, Risk Assessment & General Purposes



2462.1

To Accept the Financial Information 




The financial information was accepted as an accurate record


2462.2

To approve and sign the balance sheet




Approved and signed


2462.3

To agree 2020-2021 Budget




The Budget was agreed at £66,495.00 to be met by the 




Precept and anticipated carry forward for works not 




completed in current year.


2462.4

To set 2020-2021 Precept





The 2020-21 Precept was set at £54,632.00
2019/2463
To Approve the following payments & sign the cheques



The following payments were approved and cheques signed
101751
Wrighton & Barker


Pathfinder Mem.Repairs
£80.08

101752
Charlie Vince



Tree Works


£1104.00 101753
Alpha Consultants


Traffic Survey


£774.00

101754
Mrs J Stanbridge


Salary



£422.51
101755
HMRC




Tax & NI


£55.12

101756
Offords Village Hall


Hall Hire


£51.00

101758
John Gatward



Office Expenses

£7.00

Millennium Green Account Payments
100001
Stephen Moorbey


MG Maintenance

£1157.40
2019/2464
Traffic Survey Results



The results had been received although no in-depth analysis had yet been 

done.  The Chairman had a couple of questions which he had emailed. It was 

noted that the average number of vehicles per day was 2700 which was a 

rise of around 500 from 5 years ago.  To remain on the Agenda.
2019/2465
Road Safety (new stretch of road)



The issues surrounding the recent accident and various near miss events 


which had been highlighted by a resident were discussed.  County Cllr 


Downes’ comments earlier in the meeting were noted.
2019/2466
Ouse Valley Trust Meeting Report



Cllr Riley report on the meeting and noted that the ambitions of the Trust 

were much bigger than initially thought. There were plans to create a Fens 

Biosphere and there was support for access to the OVW from The Offords. 

The Clerk confirmed the Parish Council was a member. Cllrs Gillbanks and 

Riley would meet with a Buckden Cllr in an effort to work together on this 

project.
2019/2467
Cambs Acre Local Council Conference Report



The Clerk reported on the Conference and on the workshop she had 


attended on Cambridgeshire Insight.   It was noted that Cllr Holdsworth also 

attended and wanted to further the anti-scam campaign.  It was agreed that 

this would be on the next Agenda.
2019/2468
Cambs County Council Climate Strategy Consultation


Noted that the Consultation would run from Dec 20 to 31 Jan
2019/2469
Out & About


Cllr Eayrs confirmed that the current issue was the last one being produced 

by Bob & Carolyn Bargh and that production would continue under a new 

team. More info re any grant request was likely to be available sometime in 

January.

2019/2470
Leisure & Amenities
Minutes of a Meeting of the Leisure & Amenities Committee held in the Church Rooms, Offord Darcy at 7.00pm on Monday, November 18, 2019 

Present:
Cllrs Gatward, Weitzel, Eayrs, Holdsworth, Riley, Savage & Clerk
Open Forum
No public present
2019/765
Apologies for Absence


Received from Cllrs Gillbanks and Dawson
2019/766
Declarations of Interest and dispensations for Agenda Items (Localism Act 2011)

None
2019/767
Approval of Minutes dated October 28, 2019


The Minutes were approved and signed.
2019/768
Matters Arising from previous Minutes (information only)

None not contained on current Agenda
2019/769
Pavilion for Recreation Ground


Agreed that this would remain on the Agenda.  It was hoped that funding for this project would come from future building projects/CIL monies. The Clerk was asked to check on the status of the planning permission which was thought to have now expired.  Agreed that new permission would be sought for a scaled down building.  Utilities not yet provided as per the latest Thornhill provisions.
2019/770
Millennium Green

Cllr Gatward confirmed that a date for the planting of the WI tree had been agreed  - November 29th.  He also mentioned that he had been offered 2 silver birch trees which it was agreed would be planted on the green.

770.1
Footpath/Bridge leading to Ouse Valley Way



Agreed that initial investigations would be made into the creation of 
a bridge linking the Green to the Ouse Valley Way together with 
improvements to the paths on the Green.  The Clerk was asked to 
contact Natural England to see what the current ruling was regarding 
the amount of hard paths.
2019/771
Recreation Ground

771.1
Repair of Container



Agreed that Cllr Eayrs would meet with Team Buildings to determine 
if the container could be repaired.



The Clerk was asked to get a quote for the hard surface 1m x ½ m for 
the outdoor table tennis table.
2019/772
Pop-Up Library


To receive quotes and place order(s)

The quotes received were reviewed and it was agreed to place an order for 3.  The cost would be met from CIL monies received.
2019/773
Keep Britain Tidy Dog Waste Stickers


Cllr Riley to let Clerk know how many to order
2019/774
Village Maps


The main features were listed.  The Clerk was asked to see if a draft Map could be produced and reviewed.
2019/775
Allotments

Nothing to report
2019/776
Cemetery


Nothing to report
2019/761
St Peter’s Churchyard




Nothing to report


2019/777
General Village Maintenance


Agreed that the Millennium Green hedge needed to be cut with care 


because of the proximity of gardens.  Charlie would be asked to quote.
2019/778
Any other Parish issues


The Clerk was asked to forward the Traffic Survey to Buckden Parish Coucil
2019/779
The meeting closed at 7.40 and next meeting date confirmed as Monday, January 27, 2020.





******************



Cllr Gatward reported that the WI tree and Silver Birches had now been 


planted. 
2019/2471
Planning


No planning meeting held.
2019/2472
Network Rail- Future of Offords Level Crossing – Update if available


No update on level crossing but it had been noted that Network Rail were 

looking at cleaning out their ditches alongside the railway.
2019/2473
A14 Huntingdon – Cambridge Improvement Scheme (update if 



available)


Noted that the road would open the following Monday – December 9th.
2019/2474
Councillor Reports


Cllr Gatward reported several potholes along New Road.  The Clerk 


confirmed she had previously reported these to Highways and would do so 

again.



Cllr Eayrs showed photos of the public footpath at Littleworth 



End/Pathfinder Way which was almost unpassable for 2/300 yards.



Clerk to report to CC once photos were received.



Cllr Weitzel confirmed he would be attending the focus group meeting the 

following week.
2019/2475
Notices & Correspondence not previously circulated


None
2019/2476
Any Urgent Business
In accordance with section 100(B)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) the Chair will admit an item of urgent business in order that it can be dealt with at the earliest opportunity provided it has been raised at least 24 hours before the meeting.
None
2019/2477
The meeting closed at 8.40pm and next meeting date confirmed as Thursday, January 2nd, 2020. The Chairman invited all to join him for a drink and mince pie to celebrate the season.
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