

Offord Cluny & Offord Darcy Parish Council

M I N U T E S   O F   R E M O T E   M E E T I N G  

Minutes of a remote MEETING of the Parish Council held using the WebEx Platform on Thursday, June 4th, 2020 at 7.00pm 
Attending:
Cllrs Weitzel, Gatward, Dawson, Young, Eayrs, Riley & Savage



Dist.Cllr Mike Grice, Cty Cllr Peter Downes & Clerk
2020/2548
Apologies for Absence


Received from Cllr David Gillbanks, Sarah Wilson(HDC), Sarah Conboy(HDC)
2020/2549
Open Forum (max 10 minutes)


No public present
2020/2550
Declarations of Interest and Dispensation for Agenda items only



(Section 27 Localism Act 2011)


None
2020/2551
To Approve the Minutes of the meeting held on


May 7th, 2020


The Minutes were approved (to be signed at a later date)
2020/2552
Matters Arising from Minutes dated May 7, 2020 (information 



only)


None not contained on current Agenda
2020/2553
District & County Councillor Reports
Peter Downes provided the following written report for the meeting:

County Council report to The Offords Parish Council, June 4th, 2020
In these times of unprecedented difficulty, the County Council has been doing its best to ‘keep the show on the road’, as they say. Council and committee meetings have continued to take place virtually so the basic business of the Council has continued. Staff have been seconded from some areas of work to support those under greater pressure.

The cost of the extra arrangements that have been put in place to protect vulnerable adults and young people is very high. There has been some supplementary grant from central government but this is not expected to be sufficient.

CCC has been hit by a triple whammy:

a. It had already planned a very tight budget for 20-21, with a low council tax increase and a number of ‘service improvements’ which, it was alleged, would provide the same or a better service at a lower cost. It has proved very difficult to make these savings.

b. CCC had high hopes of improved income from its investments in the property market and elsewhere and this has more or less stalled for the last few months, so the income will be lower than planned.

c. The pandemic has increased the demand for services, particularly in relation to adult social care where the care homes have been under great pressure.

We are still only in the third month of the financial year and the local and national situation is evolving rapidly so we cannot forecast what the full financial implications are. 2021 will be a County Council election year so the ruling group will obviously be hoping to keep the council tax increase as low as possible in order to get re-elected but it is very difficult to say what the impact on services will be.

On the positive side, we have noted a great willingness in the general public to help out in a voluntary capacity and, in some areas, there have been more volunteers than people needing to be helped. At the time of writing, the arrangements for lockdown and shielding are changing and it is therefore impossible to predict how this will work out.

We also note that meetings held ‘virtually’ can generally work quite well especially as participants become more familiar with the technology and some discussion is taking place about making this the norm in future as it greatly reduces travelling time, fuel costs and reduces pollution. It also saves CCC some money as councillors are normally entitled to travelling expenses for attendance at approved CCC-related meetings.

The other controversial area of activity which directly affects CCC is schools. There has been and still is a lively debate about whether it is a good idea for children to return to school and you will have seen the arguments about this in the press and on television.  I have obviously not been able to check this out with The Offords primary school but I know from my connection with the school in my home village that the teaching and support staff are going to great lengths to enable children to return safely to some form of schooling. The CCC education officers have been providing guidance to the best of their ability but this has again highlighted the complicating effect of having quasi-autonomous ‘academies’ as well as Local Authority maintained schools. In relation to academies, the Trust or governors make the final decision on school management but the Local Authority retains the ultimate responsibility for the ‘health and well-being’ of pupils in all schools in Cambridgeshire.

Although on-site contact will be difficult for some time, I remain available by e-mail to do whatever I can on issues relating to CCC responsibility. peter.downes@cambridgeshire.gov.uk. 01490 509471

Peter Downes, June 2nd 2020

Cllr Downes added his condolences to the Council on the loss of Cllr David Holdsworth.
District Cllr Mike Grice also offered his condolences to Council and added that it must be a difficult time for Council.

He thanked all Councillors for their efforts of behalf of all Offords residents.  He confirmed that HDC was fully functioning even with many employees working from home.  He said they were all trying to keep life as normal as possible for everyone and were currently working hard on the changes necessary to open the Town centre.  He mentioned two new grants that were available to businesses not covered by the central government grants and said he would forward information to the Clerk.

Cllr Weitzel asked Cllr Grice to pass on Council’s thanks to all at HDC for the work they were doing and thanked both Cllr Downes and Grice for attending.  Cllrs Grice & Downes left the meeting.
2020/2554
Finance, Risk Assessment & General Purposes



2554.1

To Accept the Financial Information 




The financial information was accepted.  Cllr Weitzel asked 



about the large carry forward from 2019/20.  The Clerk 




confirmed this included the long-term funds that were yet to 



be transferred to the business saver account.


2554.2

To approve the balance sheet




The Balance Sheet was approved as an accurate record (to be 



signed later)


2554.3

To receive the Internal Audit Report




The Internal Audit Report had been circulated to all and was 



approved.  Cllr Weitzel thanked the Clerk and Cllr Dawson for 



their work in again securing an excellent report.
2020/2555
To Approve the following payments


The following payments were approved.  Cheques were signed earlier in the 

day.



101815
Nightingale Grass Care
RG Grass Cut

£231.00



101816
Antony Abbs


Grass Cut April/May
£1030.00



101817
Mrs J Stanbridge

Salary


£403.81



101818
HMRC



Tax & NI

£50.76

2020/2556
COVID-19 


Cllrs Savage and Dawson updated Councillors on the current situation within 

the parish regarding prescription deliveries and assistance.  They confirmed 

that Buckden Surgery was now making its own deliveries and were grateful 

for the help received.  Those vulnerable residents in the village needing extra 

assistance were being helped by Jes Salt and receiving supplies from the 


foodbank so that too was working well.

2020/2557
Leisure & Amenities


2557.1

Re-routing Millennium Green Path




This was discussed at some length.  The point was made 




about whether or not this should be done to the benefit of 



just one resident and it was noted that PC funds could not be 



used for this and grant funding would be difficult to justify.  



However, it was agreed to continue looking at this and to get 



costings etc.





The general situation with various incursions onto the MG 




from residents whose properties bordered the area with 



unauthorized planting, mowing, clearing and the installation of access 


gates was also discussed.  It was agreed that none of this should have 


happened because of the ruling of the Trust document. It was 



decided that the legal situation should be clarified as a matter of 



urgency and a letter written to all residents with properties bordering 


the green.  Cllr Weitzel to talk to Nita Tinn whose knowledge as one 


of the founding trustees and the fact that she is a solicitor would be 


very useful.  



2557.2

Unauthorised Signage





It was agreed that the various signs appearing around the 




village were humorous and non-offensive and that no further 



action should be taken unless the situation escalated.
2020/2558
Planning


2558.1

Proposal: Proposed loft conversion including first floor roof 



extension and proposed single storey side extensions




Site Address: 140 High Street Offord Cluny St Neots




Reference: 19/02190/HHFUL




No objections to these proposals



2558.2

Proposal: Proposed single storey side and rear extension 




to form garden room and extended family room




Site Address: 2 Opeford Close Offord Cluny St Neots




Reference: 20/00815/HHFUL




No objections to these proposals
2020/2559
Chairman’s Report


Cllr Weitzel spoke about the very sad news of the death of Cllr David 


Holdsworth which had upset everyone. He hoped that at some time in the 

future when the current situation eased it would be possible to hold some 

sort of memorial to him and Council could pay its respects in the proper 


manner.  He confirmed that he would be writing to Christine.



He thanked the Clerk for her work and the excellent Internal Audit Report 

and also John Gatward for sorting out the grass cutting issue at Orchard 


Way.



Cllr Weitzel also raised the issue of Barney who had asked to return to work.  

Council was keen for him to return but had to keep his wellbeing at the core 

of any decision made.  It was agreed to wait until after the next central 


government review on July 4th before asking him to return, assuming it was 

safe to do so at that time and all current guidance could be met.

2020/2560
Councillor Reports


Cllr Gatward informed members that there were some issues with the 


entrance to the car park at the village hall which would need monitoring. 



Cllr Eayrs reported an overgrown hedge on New Road – Clerk to contact 


owner of hedge.



Cllr Savage reported an overgrown hedge on Graveley Road – Clerk to 


contact owner.



Cllr Savage also mentioned the pop-up libraries which were being stored in 

her garage.  It was agreed that she and Cllr Gatward would get together to 

see what was needed for their installation.



Cllr Young reported planting which was obscuring a road sign.  As Cllr Weitzel 

knows the resident, he would have a chat with him.
2020/2561
Notices & Correspondence not previously circulated


None
2020/2562
Any Urgent Business
In accordance with section 100(B)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) the Chair will admit an item of urgent business in order that it can be dealt with at the earliest opportunity provided it has been raised at least 24 hours before the meeting.
None
2020/2563
The meeting closed at 20.16 and next remote meeting date confirmed as Thursday, July 2, 2020. 
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