
Offord Cluny & Offord Darcy Parish Council

M I N U T E S   O F   R E M O T E   M E E T I N G  

Minutes of a remote MEETING of the Parish Council held using the Zoom Platform on Thursday, August 13, 2020 at 7.00pm 
Attending:
Cllrs Weitzel, Gatward, Dawson, Young, Savage, Riley, Gillbanks, 



Downes(CCC), Wilson (HDC) & Clerk

Public Attendance:
Mrs H Moorbey
2020/2578
Apologies for Absence


Received from Cllr Eayrs
2020/2579
Open Forum (max 10 minutes)


Mrs Moorbey updated Council on the situation regarding the tree close to 

her property that was going to be felled.  The Chairman confirmed this had 

been referred to HDC as the planning authority.
2020/2580
Declarations of Interest and Dispensation for Agenda items only



(Section 27 Localism Act 2011)


None
2020/2581
To Approve the Minutes of the meeting held on


July 2, 2020


Approved as an accurate record.  To be signed at a later date.
2020/2582
Matters Arising from Minutes dated July 2, 2020 (information 



only)


Cllr Weitzel informed Members he had yet to speak with Nita Tinn.





2020/2583
District & County Councillor Report
Peter Downes – Cambridgeshire County Council

Most of the County Council committees do not meet during August so there are no major issues to report. 

The government seems to be making belligerent noises about reducing the role of local councils in determining planning applications, all part of Boris Johnson's plan for getting the economy going again. The Local Government Association has raised its concerns.

The only other item in my report is that the PC Chairman and I were both 'remote attendees' at the recent meeting of the A1 Road Safety Group which meets periodically, mainly to discuss the A1 and the Buckden Roundabout. The Offords are not directly involved, obviously, but changes in travel patterns in Buckden (e.g. more cars from new developments but no improvement measures on the A1), may  have a knock-on effect on The Offords and in particular the railway crossing.

One supplementary topic of the A1 road safety group was the County's poor performance in renewing worn-out road markings and one of the CCC officers present undertook to see what he could get done. So I sent him a list of the main issues in The Offords, but I cannot give you any guarantee of if and and when they will be refreshed. I was pleased to see that the worn-out yellow grid on the railway crossing has been re-painted and I presume that was done by Network Rail.

He reiterated his concerns about the forthcoming planning changes which were putting at risk the input from both Town and Parish Council and the District Council.

Sarah Wilson – Huntingdonshire District Council

Cllr Wilson encouraged all councillors to look carefully at the consultation regarding the proposed planning changes and to those surrounding permitted development. She informed Members that she had sat in on a meeting regarding COVID response in Huntingdon and preparations for a possible second wave which reminded Councillors that they should all set examples and not stretch boundaries.

2020/2584
Finance, Risk Assessment & General Purposes


2584.1

To approve the monthly accounts





Unanimously approved



2584.2

To approve the balance sheet




Unanimously approved – to be signed at a later date





2020/2585
To Approve the following payments


The following invoices were authorised and cheques approved for signature
101883
Antony Abbs


Grass Cutting


£360.00

101884
S Moorbey


Repair St Peter’s Gates
£828.00

101885
Mrs J Stanbridge

Salary/Expenses

£418.20

101886
HMRC



Tax & NI


£51.16

101887
Barney Warner

Village Maintenance

£504.00

2020/2586
Leisure & Amenities


Cllr Gatward confirmed he had met with three sales agents from different 

play equipment/surfacing companies and had received the quotes.  He 


would work through them and prepare a report.


2020/2587
Planning



2587.1

Proposal: Single storey extension to the rear with flat roof




Site Address: 24 Graveley Road Offord Darcy St Neots




Reference: 20/01196/HHFUL




Recommend Approval


2587.2

Proposal: Change of use from paddock to garden & retention 



of outbuilding (part retrospective)




Site Address: 2 Grove Farm Close Offord Darcy St Neots




Reference: 20/00894/FUL




Council feels very strongly that it must Recommend Refusal.  



Councillors do not agree with the loss of arable land nor the 



building on the same and feels that to change the use of a plot 



of land quite clearly outside the village boundary to garden 



land opens the door to others who might wish to do the same 



and to the possibility of there being further development on 



such plots at a later date.  Other applications in other parts of 



the parish have been refused by HDC on the grounds that the 



land in question is outside the village boundary and Council 



feels that the same rules must apply to all.


2587.3

Proposal: Erection of single storey garage extension




Site Address: 2 Grove Farm Close Offord Darcy St Neots




Reference: 20/00892/HHFUL




Neither for nor against


2587.4

Proposal: Proposed Ground floor rear/side 






extension/Orangery




Site Address: 26 Orchard Way Offord Darcy St Neots




Reference: 20/00960/HHFUL




Neither for nor against

Cllr Savage raised the issue of a Neighbourhood Plan.  A resident Town Planner had offered to attend a future meeting.  Sarah Wilson (HDC) said she would try to find the slides that were used in the Godmanchester Neighbourhood Plan.
2020/2588
Cambs CC Local Highways Initiative


It was agreed that there was not time to submit a project in the current year 

but thought would be given to applying for some sort of crossing scheme at 

the school for 2021-22.  PC’s contribution would need to be included in the 

budget.
2020/2589
Buckden A1 Safety Committee – Update


The Chairman had attended this meeting.  The development remained on 

hold due to objections to the road layout.  Discussions were continuing with 

traffic consultants re the construction of a roundabout.
2020/2590
Village Drains



Agreed that this item would be deferred to the next meeting
2020/2591
COVID-19 


Update/Changes affecting Council (if any)



The Clerk informed the meeting that the current regulations allowing remote 

meetings to be held until the end of the year had now been extended to May 

2021.  It was agreed that a new leaflet be distributed before the winter.  Cllrs 

Savage/Gillbanks to work on this.

2020/2592
Chairman’s Report


Cllr Weitzel reported that the issue with the trees in the school grounds and 

along the brook was being dealt with by the Academy.  Cllr Dawson thanked 

Cllr Downes for his help on this. The Chairman also mentioned Buckden Local 

Plan which he had read and would pass on and his concerns regarding the 

recent announcement by Grant Shapps  regarding the £350m grant to the 

East Coast Mainline for its Digital Railway project as this would be bound to 

impact the Offords.  He had written to Andrew Murray at Network Rail about 

this.



The Chairman congratulated Cllr Savage on the brilliant Pop Up Libraries 


which were proving to be a great success with everyone. He noted the bridge 

repairs were still outstanding.



Lastly, he had noted all Cllr responses re the possible provision of the Pizza 

Van on a weekly basis in the VH car park.  Cllr Gatward confirmed that the 

VH committee were in favour of it but were awaiting the comments of the 

PCC before making a final decision.
2020/2593
Councillor Reports


Cllr Riley confirmed that work to the sign on the Graveley Airfield Memorial 

had been completed.



Cllr Young asked if plaques were going to be placed on the pop up libraries re 

their provision by the Parish Council.  Cllr Savage to provide measurements 

to Clerk.



Cllr Gillbanks confirmed he was still waiting to hear re the A14 grant projects.
2020/2594
Notices & Correspondence not previously circulated


None
2020/2595
Any Urgent Business
In accordance with section 100(B)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) the Chair will admit an item of urgent business in order that it can be dealt with at the earliest opportunity provided it has been raised at least 24 hours before the meeting.
None
2020/2596
The meeting closed at 9pm and next remote meeting date confirmed as Thursday, September 3, 2020 at 7pm 
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