

Offord Cluny & Offord Darcy Parish Council

M I N U T E S   O F   M E E T I N G  

Minutes of a  REMOTE MEETING of the Parish Council held on Thursday, December 3, 2020 at 7.00pm using the Zoom platform.
Attending:
Cllrs Weitzel, Gatward, Dawson, Young, Gillbanks, Riley, Savage, Eayrs, Mike 

Grice (HDC), Peter Downes (CCC) two members of the public & Clerk
2020/2663
Apologies for Absence


None
2020/2664
Open Forum (max 10 minutes)


During the public forum the two members of the public spoke about what 

was left of the recently felled tree and asked whether they could arrange for 

a carving to be made from it and displayed where the oak tree stood.  They 

were informed that this was a County Council owned tree and permission 

would need to be given by them.  The Clerk was asked to pass on the 


relevant contact details.  
2020/2665
Declarations of Interest and Dispensation for Agenda items only



(Section 27 Localism Act 2011)


None
2020/2666
To Approve the Minutes of the remote meeting held on


November 5, 2020


Approved as an accurate record.  To be signed at a later date.
2020/2667
Matters Arising from Minutes dated November 5, 2020 (information 


only)
2020/2668
District & County Councillor Reports
County Council report to The Offords Parish Council, December 3rd, 2020
The County Council has one more full Council meeting this year, on December 15th. The committees and working groups continue to meet by Zoom so the basic work of the council is continuing, albeit in rather diminished form.

The Council’s forward budget planning is continuing. This is always a complex and detailed matter but will be even worse this year, given that costs have risen unexpectedly, demand for services is increasing and council income has dropped. We now know that the government, which has for several years been specifying the maximum increase local councils can make to local tax, has decreed that there can be a 3% increase for Adult Social Services and 2% for all other services. If the full allowed increase is made, it would cost most people in the County up to an extra £1 per week, more for people living in higher-banded houses. If the maximum increase is not made, it will mean even more cuts to services after several years of reductions. Every extra 1% on CCC Council tax yields £3 million for services. Difficult times, difficult decisions!

Council officers are continuing to work hard to provide the services people need. Meeting the effects of the pandemic has required officers to be re-deployed away from their normal activities. For example, some members of the Highways team have been helping with the Covid Hub, which partially explains why the highways work is so erratic.

More schools have experienced Covid cases and in some cases classes have been excluded for the quarantine period. This has increased over the last month since my last report. About 20% of Cambridgeshire pupils are currently off school because classes have been closed but that figure varies widely across the county. There are 53 schools (out of about 260) who have recorded cases. Some areas e.g. East Cambs and Fenland, have not been badly affected, whereas parts of Cambridge City and Huntingdonshire have had more cases. Even so we are below the national average but will be in Tier 2 after December 2nd.

From my current experience as a primary school governor,  I know that Heads and teachers are taking their ‘health and well-being’ responsibility very seriously and that, once again, there are substantial extra costs which will more than wipe out the recent improvement in school funding. 

The offer of ‘Dial-a-Bus’ from the Mayor seems an implausible idea. It has been apparently been tried in other parts of the county and abandoned as unworkable and too expensive. We shall see.

Local issues
Nothing specific to The Offords has crossed my rather remote path in the last month. If there are issues on which you need some input from me at the meeting, it would be helpful to be told about them in advance.

The current requirements in terms of social distancing etc make it very difficult for me to carry out my normal expectation in terms of local casework but I am always pleased to be copied in to correspondence and, if appropriate, I can give my support or guidance, albeit remotely!

Contact me on 01480 509471, peter.downes@cambridgeshire.gov.uk       Peter Downes, November 27th, 2020
In addition to the above information, Cllr Downes informed Members that he would have a better idea in the next few days regarding the County Council budget and any additional funding from central government.

Cllr Grice informed Cllrs that the District Council budget would be a last-minute affair as they were waiting to see what additional funding would be available from central government. He also mentioned that there would be a consultation before closing the Godmanchester bridge on a temporary basis and that the Buckden Neighbourhood Development Plan was going before the Scrutiny Panel on December 9th.
2020/2669
Finance, Risk Assessment & General Purposes


2669.1

To approve the monthly accounts





Approved as an accurate record


2669.2

To approve the balance sheet




Approved as an accurate record


2669.3

To receive the External Audit Report & AGAR





Council was happy to receive yet another clear Audit.





The Chairman thanked the Clerk and Cllr Dawson for handling 



Council’s finances so well.


2669.4

To agree the Budget for 2021-22





The Budget was agreed at £78,395.  The difference between 



the Budget and the Precept would be met by carry forward 



from projects not completed in the current year.


2669.5

To set the Precept for 2021-22





It was agreed that the household contribution towards the 



Parish Precept would not be increased but a final Precept 




figure would not be known until the District Council’s Band D 



amounts were known the following week.





NOTE: Following the publication of HDC Band D figures for 



the Offords the Parish Precept was set at £55,869.00.
2020/2670
To Approve the following payments


The following payments were approved.
101907
BEAM


MG Grass Cutting x 2



£1100.00

101908
T L Cobbold

Remembrance Sunday Wreaths & Crosses
£115.00

101909
Trevor Bartram
Refund for purchase of burial plot

£210.00

101910
Michael Courtney
Internal Audit




£100.00

101912
PKF Littlejohn

External Audit




£360.00

101913
Out & About

Annual Grant




£1000.00

101914
All Saints PCC

Annual Grant




£1000.00

101915
Mrs J Stanbridge
Salary & Expenses



£418.20

101916
HMRC


Tax & NI




£51.16

2020/2671
Leisure & Amenities


Cllr Gatward informed the meeting that the annual Asset Register check had 

been carried out by himself and Cllr Dawson. He also mentioned that some 

tree work had been completed and that there was one more day’s work on 

the MG to be done later in the month. Health & safety requirements for 


contractors was raised.  Clerk to further this.
2020/2672
Repainting of Inscriptions on Offord Cluny War Memorial


Cllr Gatward mentioned that the War Memorial needed repainting. It was 

agreed this should be done.  Cllr Gatward to arrange.

2020/2673
Planning


No planning applications had been received or decisions made.  Planning 


enforcement had been contacted re the outstanding issues.
2020/2674
Slow Ways


Councillors were in favour of this project.  Agreed that a resolution to this 

effect would be on the next Agenda.
2020/2675
NATS Consultancy on Proposed Luton Airport Stack Location


Cllr Weitzel confirmed there had been issues with the  initial Zoom meeting 

but that he would be attending the Webinar on January 5 and formulating 

Council’s response before the deadline of February 5.
2020/2676
OVW Bridge Proposal – update on progress



Cllr Gillbanks informed the meeting that he had met with a representative from the Little Paxton project and would be contacting both the environment agency and the landowner.  It was hoped that all could work together on this.
2020/2677
COVID-19 


Cllr Savage mentioned that measures were being put in place in case there 

was a third wave of the virus in January.
2020/2678
Chairman’s Report


In addition to the items mentioned above, the Chairman confirmed that both 

he and the Vice Chairman had attended the two Remembrance Services.
2020/2679
Councillor Reports
Cllr Dawson:
Mentioned that there had been further incidents of joggers not stopping at 

Gills Crossing when the lights were on.  Cllrs expressed their concerns that 

this was an accident waiting to happen.


She also mentioned that many people had commented positively on the 


Little Libraries and asked whether hardcore was still going to be put at the 

entrance to the footpath at Littleworth End.

Cllr Savage:
Spoke about the replacement noticeboards project and the cost of these.



It was agreed that these were a project included in the next financial year’s 

budget but that as long as payment was not needed in advance then these 

could be ordered early in the new year.  It was also agreed to order a further 

2 Little Libraries.

Cllr Eayrs:
Informed the meeting that the A14 project staff were leaving the area on 


December 9th.
2020/2680
Notices & Correspondence not previously circulated


None
2020/2681
Any Urgent Business
In accordance with section 100(B)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) the Chair will admit an item of urgent business in order that it can be dealt with at the earliest opportunity provided it has been raised at least 24 hours before the meeting.
None
2020/2662
The meeting closed at 8.20pm and next remote meeting date confirmed as Thursday, January 7, 2021 
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