
Offord Cluny & Offord Darcy Parish Council

MI N U T E S   O F   A N N U A L   G E N E R A L   M E E T I N G  

Minutes of a REMOTE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the Parish Council held on Thursday, MAY 6, 2021, immediately following on from the ANNUAL PARISH MEETING which begins at 7.00pm using the Zoom platform.
Present:
Cllrs Weitzel, Gatward, Dawson, Young, Eayrs, Gillbanks, Savage, 3 


members of the public & clerk.

2021/2763
Election of Officers



2763.1

Election of Chairman





Councillor Weitzel duly elected for a further year


2763.2

Election of Vice Chairman





Councillor Gatward duly elected for a further year


2763.3

Election of Finance, Risk & GP Committee Chair





Councillor Dawson duly elected for a further year


2763.4

Election of Leisure & Amenities Committee Chair





Councillor Gatward duly elected for a further year


2763.5

Election of Planning Committee Chair




Cllr Young duly elected for a further year

2021/2764
Apologies for Absence


All present
2021/2765
Open Forum (max 10 minutes)


No items raised
2021/2766
Declarations of Interest and Dispensation for Agenda items only



(Section 27 Localism Act 2011)


None
2021/2767
To Approve the Minutes of the remote meeting held on


April 1, 2021


Approved as an accurate record.  To be signed at the next meeting
2021/2768
Matters Arising from Minutes dated March 4 (information 



only)


It was noted that the collection of litter from the Millennium Green had been 

addressed and that the organisers had in place a collection rota.  More 


helpers were needed and the Clerk was asked to put a request for volunteers 

in Out & About.
2021/2769
District & County Councillor Reports


None present
2021/2770
Finance, Risk Assessment & General Purposes


2770.1

To approve the monthly accounts





Approved as an accurate record


2770.2

To approve the balance sheet




Approved as an accurate record


2770.3

To receive the report from the Internal Auditor





The report from the Internal Auditor had been circulated to all 



Councillors.  No issues had been raised.


2770.4

To Approve the Annual Governance Statement & Return 




(AGAR)




The items on the AGAR were read out by the Chairman and 



agreed by all.


2770.5

To Approve the Annual Accounts





Approved as an accurate record
2021/2771
To Approve the following payments made between meetings


The following payments were approved
101981

Charlie Vince


Brook Clearance

£198.00

101983

Mrs J Stanbridge

Salary



£418.20

101984

HMRC



Tax & NI


£51.16
101985

HDC



Waste Collection

£56.88

101986

Antony Abbs


Grass Cutting


£270.00

101987

BHIB



Annual Insurance

£1304.01

2021/2772
Leisure & Amenities
Minutes of a REMOTE MEETING of the LEISURE & AMENITIES COMMITTEE held on Monday, April 26, 2021 at 7.00pm using the Zoom platform.

Present:
Cllrs Gatward, Weitzel, Dawson, Eayrs, Gillbanks, Savage & Clerk 

2021/10
Apologies for Absence


None
2021/11
Open Forum (max 10 minutes)


None present
2021/12
Declarations of Interest and Dispensation for Agenda items only



(Section 27 Localism Act 2011)


None
2021/13
Approval of Minutes dated March 29, 2021



The Minutes were approved as an accurate record
2021/14
Millennium Green



14.01
Fencing for small play area




Following the confirmation of the £10k grant from the Cotton Farm 


Wind Farm Fund towards the cost of the fencing the Clerk was asked 


to contact Sovereign to establish whether the quotation provided in 


July 2020 for both the fencing and the safety surface was still valid 


and to confirm the lead time for the fencing.  Once confirmed 



the order would be placed.



14.02
Hire of Millennium Green Marquees




Cllr Gatward to give the container key to Cllr Dawson who would 



check whether the marquees were there.  Once confirmed contact 


would be made regarding amount of donation required.



14.03
Pavilion/Meeting Point




It was agreed that the preferred structure was the one provided by 


Oak Timber Structures.  This would be provided in kit form to be 



installed by their suggested contractor who could also build the 



internal seating.  Once the final price was received and agreed the 


order 
would be placed with the A14 fund payment being the deposit 


with Council paying the balance from CIL monies.



14.04
Litter collection/situation




Cllr Gatward confirmed he had asked for a quotation for two 



replacement bins which would be easier to empty.  Cllr Savage to put 


Cllr Gatward in touch with the volunteer group for future 




contact/management.  It was agreed that this group ideally needed 


to be extended.


2021/15
Recreation Ground




15.01
Anti-Social Behavior




This had been raised by two residents who had concerns about the 


placing of extra equipment on the RG.  It was decided that new 



signage, asking users to be mindful of residents, would be ordered as 


well as asking the PCSO to increase his visits if possible.  The residents 


would be asked to ring 101 if major problems occurred which would 


mean the incidents would be logged and the CCTV footage of that 



time/date could be viewed.  Clerk to relay this information to the 



residents.



15.02
Table Tennis Table




It was agreed to move forward with this project.  Cllrs to meet on site 


to decide where best to place it and once that is done the Clerk was 


asked to place the order for the Butterfly Park Polymer Concrete 



Table at a cost of £3600.00. 



15.03
Cleaning of MUGA




Cllr Eayrs to take water and pressure washer to the site for this to be 


carried out.



15.04
Laying of mesh in front of container




Cllr Gatward to arrange for a group of Cllrs to get together to do this.  


Clerk relayed Cllr Young’s offer of help.
2021/16
Graveley Road Cemetery


Cllr Eayrs to visit site to see if his machinery would be able to access the 


cemetery via the allotments and also to assess how many skips would be 


required.
2021/17
Allotments



All in order

2021/18
St Peter’s Churchyard



18.01
Cutting of paths




Barney had confirmed there was nothing to be done at the moment 


due to low growth. His work would commence in June.



18.02
Laying of Mesh




As per item 15.04 above.
2021/19
General Village Maintenance




19.01
Ditch/Brook Clearance




Cllrs Gatward and Eayrs met with Agriplant and felt confident they 


knew what was needed.  The Clerk was asked to agree to them 



carrying out Sections 1 and 2 as per their quotation at a total cost of 


£2050 plus VAT.




19.02
Noticeboards




Cllr Savage informed the meeting that the renovated noticeboard 



was almost complete but that extra help was needed to lift it.  Cllr 


Gillbanks to help.  The new boards and Little Libraries would be ready 


in May/June.  Cllr Gatward to meet with Cllr Savage before her 



holiday to establish sites for the new libraries.



19.03
Village Litter Pick




It was agreed to organize an event during the Keep Britain Tidy 



campaign and then to have a monthly/bi-monthly pick meeting at the 


same venue each time.  Meeting place on the MG was suggested.  


Clerk to contact residents to see if they wanted to help organize.
2021/20
The meeting closed at 20.15 and next meeting date confirmed as Thursday, 

June 10th at 7pm in the Village Hall, Offord Cluny.


Since the meeting had been held the decision re the grant application for 


£10k towards the cost of the fencing of the children’s play area had been 


successful enabling Council to move forward with the project.  


Cllr Gatward confirmed that the restored Noticeboard was now in place 


thanks to the help of Cllr Eayrs and his son Jon.  Cllr Gatward also thanked 

Adrian Savage for his restoration work.





                                                                  



2021/2773
Planning


Proposal: Would like to create a drive to the right-hand side of the house 

so would need a single dropped kerb extending and then a drive way 


created on the grass area


Site Address: 221 High Street Offord Cluny St Neots


Reference: 21/00162/HHFUL


Cllrs had no objection to this application which would result in fewer cars 


parking on the road in what was a congested area.  They were mindful of the 

drain in the footpath and the Clerk was asked to mention this in Council’s 

response.



Cllr Young informed the meeting that the retrospective planning application 

at Grove Farm had been refused.
2021/2774
Cambridgeshire Broadband


Cllr Savage updated Members on this initiative. She agreed to write a report 

for Out & About to canvass opinion from the residents.
2021/2775
Chairman’s Report


Cllr Weitzel confirmed he had written to Peter Downes thanking him for his 

help over the last 4 years.
2021/2776
Councillor Reports


Cllr Gillbanks mentioned he was working on a wildflower initiative for the 

village.



Cllr Young mentioned the Slowways project which Council had passed a 


resolution to support and relayed that the project organisers had requested 

volunteers survey the various route
2021/2777
Notices & Correspondence not previously circulated


None
2021/2778
Any Urgent Business
In accordance with section 100(B)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) the Chair will admit an item of urgent business in order that it can be dealt with at the earliest opportunity provided it has been raised at least 24 hours before the meeting.
None
2021/2779
The meeting closed at 20.36 and next meeting date confirmed  as Thursday, June 3, 2021 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall, Offord Cluny
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