
Offord Cluny & Offord Darcy Parish Council

M I N U T E S   O F   M E E T I N G  

Minutes of a MEETING of the Parish Council held on Thursday, August 5, 2021, at the Village Hall, Offord Cluny commencing at 7.30pm
Present:
Cllrs Weitzel, Gatward, Dawson, Young, Gillbanks, Savage, Moorbey
Attending:
Cllr Sarah Wilson (HDC), 3 members of the public & Clerk

2021/2815
Apologies for Absence


Received from Cllrs Beckett, Eayrs & Espie & Ken Billington (CCC)
2021/2816
Open Forum (max 10 minutes)


Roy Henderson asked if there was any update on the provision of a Parish 

Council Flood Plan.  It was explained that initially, Huntingdonshire District 

Council was going to set up the framework for these on behalf of the 


parishes but a decision had since been taken that they would hand this task 

of providing this over to the County Council (as the authority responsible for 

flooding and actions) but would support County on it.  The Parish Council 


were awaiting the release of the full report from the County Council on the 

flooding which occurred together with an update on where all the agencies 

were on the remedial measures within the next couple of weeks.  Once it 


was published a link would be put onto the website and the Clerk would 


forward a copy to all interested parties. It was confirmed that all the 


clearance works required on the land for which the parish council was 


responsible had been completed.



David Meeks asked about the new bins for the Millennium Green(MG) and it 

was confirmed that these had been received the previous day.  He also asked 

about the general appearance of the MG which he felt needed attention. He 

stated there were piles of wood which needing clearing away but it was 


explained that these were left deliberately as wildlife habitats and also 


mentioned that the pond needing cutting back.  Cllrs informed him that 


there was some disagreement within the parish as to whether the MG 


should be a completely manicured area, like Priory Park, or a more natural 

area which was the original intention. It was also stated that there should be 

no further unauthorized clearing of the pond area as this had been cut back 

far too rigorously without council approval.
2021/2817
Declarations of Interest and Dispensation for Agenda items only



(Section 27 Localism Act 2011)


None
2021/2818
To Approve the Minutes of the meeting held on


July 1, 2021


Approved as an accurate record and signed
2021/2819
Matters Arising from Minutes dated July 1(information 




only)


All contained within current agenda.
2021/2820
District & County Councillor Reports


Sarah Wilson (HDC) confirmed that the HDC flood report was about to be 


published but that it had been decided they would not be the lead on the 

Parish & Town Council flood plans which would now be the responsibility of 

Cambs County Council with the support of HDC.  She remarked that Offords 

PC were far ahead of all the other towns and parishes in the work they had 

done since the flooding occurred and should be congratulated.
2021/2821
Finance, Risk Assessment & General Purposes


2821.1

To approve the monthly accounts





Approved as an accurate record



2821.2

To approve the balance sheet




Approved as an accurate record and signed
2021/2822
To approve the following payments and sign the cheques


The following payments were approved and cheques signed
102017

Easiprint


Notices for RG/MG

£66.60

102018

Old Forge Woodturners
N/Boards & L.Libraries
£3516.00
102019

Barney Warner

Village Maintenance

£350.00

102020

Mrs J Stanbridge

Salary & Expenses

£418.20

102021

HMRC



Tax & NI


£51.16

102022

Wybone Ltd


Replacement Bins MG
£757.78

2021/2823
Horses on Gill’s Field



It was agreed that better signage regarding the electric fence, placed at all 

the entrances to the field, would be useful and the Clerk was asked to 


suggest this to the owner of the horses.
2021/2824
New Vicar for Bucken & The Offords



The Chairman confirmed he had been invited to the service welcoming the 

new vicar – Rev David Shepherd – and that he seemed keen to become 


involved in Offord life.
2021/2825
A1 Safety Committee Meeting



Cllr Weitzel attended the meeting organised to deal with concerns 


surrounding the proposed implementation of traffic lights on the 



roundabout on the A1 and the problems this will cause, especially once the 

additional 450 properties are built.  He also confirmed that Highways 


England does not have an issue with it and it was therefore likely to go 


ahead.
2021/2826
AWA meeting with Buckden Parish Council


Councillors Weitzel also attended this meeting regarding the ongoing 


problems Buckden PC was having and expected to encounter with more 


properties calling on the already overwhelmed drainage facility.  It was 


noted that AWA have no power to recommend refusal of a planning 


application due to inadequate sewage facilities but a duty to ensure they 


were adequate.


2021/2827
Flooding Update



As per notes in Open Forum and Agenda Item 2820  above.
2021/2828
Cambridgeshire Broadband



Cllr Savage provided an update on the scheme and confirmed that a specific 

meeting had been called the following week to go through all the 



issues/actions.
2021/2829
Leisure & Amenities

M I N U T E S   O F   M E E T I N G  

Minutes of a  MEETING of the LEISURE & AMENITIES COMMITTEE  held on Thursday, July 8, 2021 at 7.00pm at the Village Hall, High Street, Offord Cluny 
2021/31
Apologies for Absence


Received from Cllrs Moorbey & Savage
2021/32
Open Forum (max 10 minutes)


No public present
2021/33
Declarations of Interest and Dispensation for Agenda items only



(Section 27 Localism Act 2011)


None
2021/34
Approval of Minutes dated June 3, 2021



Approved as an accurate record and signed
2021/35
Millennium Green



35.1
The Queen’s Green Canopy – Jubilee Copse




It was agreed to plant a small copse together with some specimen 


memorial trees.  Cllr Gatward to place the order.



35.2
Repairs to play equipment and surrounds




Cllr Gatward to contact Stephen Moorbey for quote on repairs.  Clerk 


to contact Children’s Playground Company again re repairs to zip 



wire.




Cllr Dawson to look at catalogue to determine new play equipment 


and area needed for safety surface to revise quote.  Info to be 



provided to Clerk for costing and then to A14 Legacy fund to secure 


the payment.
2021/36
Recreation Ground




36.1
Summer Sports/Portaloo Provision




Clerk confirmed that this had been organised and that the summer 


Sports 
sessions were fully booked.


36.2
Cleaning of MUGA before summer sports commence




Cllrs Gatward and Eayrs looking at possible ways to do this as the 



equipment that could be hired was not powerful enough.
2021/37
Graveley Road Cemetery


A complaint had been received re the upkeep of the cemetery.  It was noted 

that the maintenance schedule was continuing as before and that this was 

due to the unseasonable weather and grass growth.
2021/38
Allotments



Thefts had occurred from one of the plots.  It was agreed to raise this at the 

annual meeting in September.
2021/39
St Peter’s Churchyard



Confirmed that this was in good order.  
2021/40
General Village Maintenance



The Clerk was asked to secure a quote for a village tree survey.



Cllr Gatward confirmed a new dog waste bin had been placed in New Road.
2021/41
Wildflower Areas



Members agreed to seek professional advice and try to encourage support 

from the village with the aim to setting up a meeting for all interested.
2021/42
Volunteer/WhatsApp Group



It was agreed that this was a good idea, getting together people who were 

interested in volunteering on a regular basis.
2021/43
The meeting closed at 8.20 and next meeting confirmed as Thursday,



August 12th at 7pm
***************************




                                                                  



2021/2830
Planning
P L A N N I N G   C O M M I T T E E 

Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Committee held on Thursday, July 1 at 7pm at the Village Hall, High Street, Offord Cluny to consider the following applications.

Present:
Cllrs Young, Gatward, Dawson, Eayrs, Gillbanks, Savage, Beckett, Espie & 

Clerk
2021/717
Apologies for Absence


Received from Cllrs Moorbey & Weitzel


2021/718
Open Forum


No public present
2021/719
Approval of Minutes dated June 3, 2021



Approved as an accurate record and signed
2021/720
Declarations of Interest for Agenda Items (Localism Act 2011)


None
2021/721
Planning Applications received


721.1

Proposal: Demolish existing conservatory, erect a single storey 



extension and changes to the fenestration.




Site Address: Ronaldsway, Littleworth End, Offord Darcy




Reference: 21/01277/HHFUL




Cllrs felt that the proposals would extend the life of the 




property





Recommend Approval
2021/722
Any other planning/enforcement matters


Outstanding enforcement issues were discussed.  Further information had 

been requested and provided regarding condition breaches at The Pump 


House.  Two applications which Council had recommended approval for had 

been approved by the planning authority and the issues re the retrospective 

application for the dog breeding kennels (not yet made) was thought to be in 

hand with ongoing contact between the kennels, environmental health re 

the noise issues and planning enforcement.

2021/723
The meeting closed at 7.22pm

2021/2831
Chairman’s Report


Contained within the individual reports, items 2824/5 & 6
2021/2832
Councillor Reports


None
2021/2833
Notices & Correspondence not previously circulated


None
2021/2834
Any Urgent Business
In accordance with section 100(B)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) the Chair will admit an item of urgent business in order that it can be dealt with at the earliest opportunity provided it has been raised at least 24 hours before the meeting.
None
2021/2835
The meeting closed at 9.25 pm and next meeting date confirmed as Thursday, September 2, 2021, at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall, Offord Cluny
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