

Offord Cluny & Offord Darcy Parish Council

M I N U T E S   O F   M E E T I N G  

Minutes of a MEETING of the Parish Council held on Thursday, September 2, 2021, at the Village Hall, Offord Cluny commencing at 7.30pm
Present:
Cllrs Weitzel, Gatward, Dawson, Young, Gillbanks, Savage, Beckett, Espie, 

Moorbey
Attending:
Cllr Sarah Conboy (HDC), Barney Warner & Clerk
2021/2836
Apologies for Absence


Received from Cllr Eayrs

2021/2837
Open Forum (max 10 minutes)


Barney Warner asked whether Graveley Road was going to be resurfaced.  

Clerk to check with Highways.
2021/2838
Declarations of Interest and Dispensation for Agenda items only



(Section 27 Localism Act 2011)


None
2021/2839
To Approve the Minutes of the meeting held on


August 5, 2021


Approved as an accurate record and signed
2021/2840
Matters Arising from Minutes dated August 5  (information 



only)


None
2021/2841
District & County Councillor Reports


Cllr Conboy informed the meeting that she had raised the issue of repainting 

the lines near the level crossing with Highways and would continue to chase 

this.  She also mentioned that the County Council was changing its mapping 

system which should help to identify ownership of land.
2021/2842
Finance, Risk Assessment & General Purposes


2842.1

To approve the monthly accounts





Approved as an accurate record


2842.2

To approve the balance sheet




Approved as a true record and signed



The Clerk was congratulated on a clear audit from the External Auditor.

2021/2843
To approve the following payments and sign the cheques


The following payments were approved and cheques signed
102041

Easiprint


Broadband Leaflets/Lett
£187.41

102042

Table Tennis Tables

RG Table


£2037.
94

102043

John Gatward


Paper & Ink


£29.13

102044

Mrs J Stanbridge

Salary & Expenses

£418.20

102045

HMRC



Tax & NI


£51.16

102046

Michael Courtney

Internal Audit


£100.00

102047

PKF Littlejohn


External Audit


£360.00

2021/2844
Code of Conduct 2021


The new NALC Code of Conduct was circulated to all prior to the meeting



Proposed:
Cllr Weitzel



Seconded:
Cllr Gatward



Unanimously agreed that the Code be Adopted

2021/2845
Community Gritting Scheme


It was decided that the Parish Council would not be involved in this scheme
2021/2846
Flooding Update (if available)


Noted that the water level at the north end of the village had dropped 


considerably. Cllr Young informed members that the Environment Agency 

Flood Plans were river based. It was confirmed that HDC/CCC would help 


with the Flood Plan for the Offords.
2021/2847
Cambridgeshire Broadband



The Chairman thanked Cllr Beckett for his work in producing the leaflet.


Cllr Savage confirmed that both she and the Clerk were continually chasing 

Openreach for the new figures but that time was running out.  A suggestion 

was made that Council complain to the CEO at Openreach expressing its 


disappointment and frustration at the way the Offords scheme had been 


handled 
2021/2848
Leisure & Amenities



2848.1

Approval of final Wicksteed Quotation





The quotation was approved.

Minutes of a MEETING of the LEISURE & AMENITIES COMMITTEE held on Thursday, August 12, 2021 at 7.00pm at the Village Hall, High Street, Offord Cluny 

Present:
Cllrs Gatward, Dawson, Gillbanks, Beckett, Moorbey & Clerk
2021/43
Apologies for Absence


Received from Cllrs Eayrs & Weitzel
2021/44
Open Forum (max 10 minutes)


No public present
2021/45
Declarations of Interest and Dispensation for Agenda items only



(Section 27 Localism Act 2011)


None
2021/46
Approval of Minutes dated June 3, 2021



Approved as an accurate record and signed
2021/47
Millennium Green



47.1
The Queen’s Green Canopy – Jubilee Copse




Cllr Gatward confirmed he had placed the order for a mixed selection 


which had been accepted.  He did not have a delivery date yet but 


expected to receive them in September.  Once it was known what the 


selection included a site would be chosen.



47.2
Ragwort




It was decided to leave it in place for now and monitor with a view to 


dealing with new growth in the Spring.



47.3
New Equipment/safety surfacing for enclosed play area




The revised quotation had been received an all were in favour of the 


package.  A mixed colour of green and brown was chosen for the Eco 


Tumble safety surface.
2021/48
Recreation Ground


48.1
Summer Sports Update




It was noted that these were another huge success with most 



sessions fully booked.


48.2
Table Tennis Table update




The Table was now in place and already in use.  A container was 



needed for the bats/balls.  It was agreed that just one set of bats 



would be left out.


2021/49
Graveley Road Cemetery


All in order.  A query was raised as to whether a cremated remains plot could 

be used for 2 sets of ashes, which was agreed.
2021/50
Allotments



No issues with any plots.  The Clerk confirmed the meeting of the Allotments 

Association would take place before the next L&A meeting on September 9th.
2021/51
St Peter’s Churchyard



All in order
2021/52
General Village Maintenance



52.1
To receive quotation for village tree survey




It was agreed that the full survey be commissioned.



52.2
To establish grass cutting areas by contractor




Cllr Gatward to meeting with Antony Abbs to discuss.



Cllr Gatward also raised the issue of litter on the Recreation ground.  Cllr 


Gillbanks to organise regular litter picks.
2021/41
Wildflower Areas



Still awaiting a response from HDC.  Cllr Gatward confirmed he had received 

a brochure from a company who project managed all aspects of the creation 

of wildflower areas which was perhaps the way forward.
2021/42
The meeting closed at 7.40pm and next meeting scheduled for Thursday 


September 9th at 7.30pm following on from the Allotments’ Association 


Meeting at 7pm.

************
2021/2849
Planning


Cllr Young reviewed the meeting held immediately before Full Council
Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Committee held on Thursday, August 5th, 2021 at 7pm at the Village Hall, High Street, Offord Cluny to consider the following applications.
2021/772
Apologies for Absence


Received from Cllrs Beckett, Eayrs & Espie


2021/773
Open Forum


No public present
2021/774
Approval of Minutes dated July 1, 2021



Approved as an accurate record and signed
2021/775
Declarations of Interest for Agenda Items (Localism Act 2011)


None
2021/776
Planning Applications received


776.1

Proposal: Proposed first floor rear extension




Site Address: 23 Asplins Lane Offord Cluny St Neots




Reference: 21/00579/HHFUL




Councillors recognised that this was a re-application of a 




previously HDC approved proposal which had lapsed.  Council 



agreed its previous comments in that it was Neither for nor 



Against the proposal.




2021/777
Any other planning/enforcement matters


None

2021/778
The meeting closed at 7.20pm

**************
2021/2850
Chairman’s Report


The Chairman informed the meeting that he continued to be involved in 


Buckden’s planning issues which also involved A1/A14 traffic and that recent 

traffic modelling by Highways England showed a large increase in traffic in 

Silver Street because of the proposals for Caxton Gibbet/Black Cat 


Roundabout.
2021/2851
Councillor Reports


Cllr Young reported that the willows on the Mill Bridge were again obscuring 

the view for motorists.  It was noted that this was not in Offords Parish 


although Council had paid previously for the area to be cleared.  The Clerk 

was asked to contact Buckden Parish Council to ask if they had any works 


planned or if a joint solution could be found.



Cllr Beckett asked if there had been any response from the A14 team re the 

maintenance plan for the trees.  The Clerk was asked to chase this.  Cllr 


Beckett also asked for Offords Environmental Plan to be an Agenda item for 

October.
2021/2852
Notices & Correspondence not previously circulated


None

2021/2853
Any Urgent Business
In accordance with section 100(B)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) the Chair will admit an item of urgent business in order that it can be dealt with at the earliest opportunity provided it has been raised at least 24 hours before the meeting.
None
2021/2854
The meeting closed at 9.06pm and next meeting date confirmed as Thursday, October 7, 2021 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall, Offord Cluny
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