
Offord Cluny & Offord Darcy Parish Council

M I N U T E S  O F   M E E T I N G  

Minutes of a  MEETING of the Parish Council held on Thursday, October 7, 2021, at the Village Hall, Offord Cluny commencing at 7.30pm
Present:
Cllrs Weitzel, Gatward, Dawson, Young, Eayrs, Savage, Beckett, Espie, 


Moorbey, Sarah Conboy (HDC) & Clerk
2021/2855
Apologies for Absence


Received from Cllrs Gillbanks, Grice (HDC) Wilson (HDC) & Billington (CCC)
2021/2856
Open Forum (max 10 minutes)


No public present
2021/2857
Declarations of Interest and Dispensation for Agenda items only



(Section 27 Localism Act 2011)


None
2021/2858
To Approve the Minutes of the meeting held on


September 2, 2021


The Minutes were approved and signed
2021/2859
Matters Arising from Minutes dated September 2 (information 



only)


None
2021/2860
District & County Councillor Reports


District Cllr Sarah Conboy spoke about the recent Floods meeting and 


congratulated The Offords on how much had been achieved in comparison 

to other parishes.  She spoke about the situation at HDC with Overview & 

Scrutiny meetings being cancelled and the planning department struggling to 

keep abreast of applications and determine them within the allotted time. 

She confirmed that Cllrs were doing their best to support staff but that she 

would try to help if there were any long delays on applications.
2021/2861
Finance, Risk Assessment & General Purposes


2861.1

To approve the monthly accounts





Approved as an accurate record

2861.2

To approve the balance sheet


Approved as an accurate record and signed
2021/2862
To approve the following payments and sign the cheques


The following payments were approved and cheques signed
102048
Offord Village Hall


Annual Grant


£2500.00

102049
Antony Abbs



Grass Cutting


£720.00

102050
Hunts District Council


Summer Sports

£1723.39

102052
Hunts District Council 

Trade Waste Sacks

£67.50

102053
Toilets Plus



Balance of Hire Fee

£60.00

102054
Mrs J Stanbridge


Salary & Expenses

£418.20

102055
HMRC




Tax & NI


£51.16

102056
Barney Warner


Village Maintenance

£238.00

102057
Offord Village Hall


Hall Hire


£126.00

102058
Hunts District Council


Waste Collection

£87.10
2021/2863
Offords Environmental Plan


Cllr Beckett spoke about his hopes for a plan for The Offords and mentioned 

various topics this could include for the best possible outcome. He asked 


Councillors to have a think about this before the next meeting.
2021/2864
Queen’s Green Canopy



Cllr Gatward confirmed he would be sitting in on the meeting organised by 

Cambs Acre.
2021/2865
20mph Zone


Cllr Young expressed an interest in this.  It was hoped that Cllr Ken 


Billington of Cambs CC would be at the meeting to advise but sadly he was 

on holiday.  To remain on the Agenda.
2021/2866
Flooding Update (if available)


Cllr Young spoke about recent emails regarding Anglian Water’s activity in 

the village.  It was confirmed that they would be returning in November.  He 

also noted that the final section of works by Network Rail were due to be 


completed by the end of October.  A recent meeting of various agencies 


emphasized that the primary responsibility was with the householder to 


protect their property from the effects of flooding and it was not clear at this 

stage what Town and Parish Councils would be doing. He acknowledged that 

Kathryn Reading from CCC continued to work on behalf of the Offords and 

liaise between the agencies.
2021/2867
Ultrafast Broadband/Openreach


Councillors expressed their disappointment and anger at how Openreach 


had acted.  A formal complaint would be lodged with the CEO.
2021/2868
Communication



It was noted that in trying to reduce the number of emails received, 


important information was lost, especially for new Cllrs.  It was agreed that 

everything should be sent to all but that the ‘reply all’ button should be 


avoided.  Those Cllrs who felt they were receiving too many emails could opt 

out.
2021/2869
Leisure & Amenities

Minutes of A MEETING of the LEISURE & AMENITIES COMMITTEE held on Thursday, September 9, 2021 at 7.30pm at the Village Hall, High Street, Offord Cluny following a meeting of the Allotments Association
Present:
Cllrs Gatward, Weitzel, Dawson, Gillbanks, Beckett, Moorbey & Clerk
2021/55
Apologies for Absence


Received from Cllrs Eayrs, Espie & Savage
2021/56
Open Forum (max 10 minutes)


None present
2021/57
Declarations of Interest and Dispensation for Agenda items only



(Section 27 Localism Act 2011)


None
2021/58
Approval of Minutes dated August 12, 2021



Approved as an accurate record and signed
2021/59
Millennium Green



59.1
The Queen’s Green Canopy – Jubilee Copse




Cllr Gatward informed the meeting that the 15 urban trees would be 


arriving between November 1-12.  Once they arrived a date would be 


set for planting.




It was noted that the new fence surrounding the children’s play area 


would be installed the following Monday.
2021/60
Recreation Ground


Cllr Gatward confirmed he had erected a container on the table tennis table 

to hold the bats and the balls.
2021/61
Graveley Road Cemetery


No problems to report

2021/62
Allotments



The annual meeting of the Allotment’s Association was held before



The meeting.  A few items were raised and would be noted in the minutes 

for that meeting (circulated separately)
2021/63
St Peter’s Churchyard



It was confirmed that the grass had been mown ready for the Friends’ event.
2021/52
General Village Maintenance



Cllr Gatward confirmed he was in the process of getting quotes for all the 


hedge works.



The quote from Agriplant to walk the brook and clear any regrowth was 


approved.  Once this had been done the Asset Register walk would be 


arranged for a Monday or Tuesday.


52.1
Litter




It was agreed that there was not a general village litter issue but that 


waste management for both the Millennium Green and Recreation 


Ground needed to be addressed. The current situation on the MG 



was heavily reliant on volunteers collecting dog waste and it was 



agreed that a contracted-out approach might be better.  The Clerk 


was asked to contact companies offering this service.  It was also 



agreed to order two household type refuse bins for the recreation 


ground and take out an addition waste license with HDC for 



collection.
2021/64
Wildflower Areas



A small area on the MG would be worked on first to gauge resident 


response.  An application had been made for a grant towards the cost of this 

with a decision expected in October.
2021/65
The meeting closed at 8.45 pm and next meeting confirmed as Thursday, 

October 14th at 7pm in the village hall, Offord Cluny

***************





                                                                  



2021/2870
Planning
P L A N N I N G   C O M M I T T E E 
M I N U T E S

Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Committee held on Thursday, September 2, 2021 at 7.15 pm at the Village Hall, High Street, Offord Cluny to consider the following applications.

Present:
Cllrs Young, Weitzel, Gatward, Dawson, Gillbanks, Savage, Espie, Moorbey 

& Beckett & Clerk
2021/779
Apologies for Absence


Received from Cllr Eayrs


2021/780
Open Forum


No public present
2021/781
Approval of Minutes dated August 5, 2021



Approved as an accurate record and signed
2021/782
Declarations of Interest for Agenda Items (Localism Act 2011)


None
2021/783
Planning Applications received


783.1
Proposal: Garage conversion into a habitable room with a single 



storey 
rear extension



Site Address: 5 Orchard Way Offord Darcy St Neots



Reference: 21/01679/HHFUL



Recommend Approval – Proposals appear to be appropriate for the 


property and match what many other properties in the locale have 


already done.







2021/784
Any other planning/enforcement matters

2021/785
The meeting closed at 7.25

*************

2021/2871
Chairman’s Report


The Chairman noted that the diversion didn’t appear to be causing any major 

traffic holds ups.
2021/2872
Councillor Reports


Cllr Moorbey informed the meeting that her husband was continuing with 

his work on the bench from the felled Oak.



Cllr Bennett asked if he could access bags for the dog waste bins as he was 

starting the following week with the volunteer group. It was mentioned that 

the expensive white bags should not be used for this and that Cllr Gillbanks 

had a supply of other bags.



Cllr Young informed Members that number of Covid cases in 



Huntingdonshire were higher than the national average.



Cllr Dawson asked about the possibility of a dropped kerb at 104 High Street 

and that the fencing at Rectory Leys was noted as needing repair.  Cllr 


Gatward to take a look.
2021/2873
Notices & Correspondence not previously circulated


None
2021/2874
Any Urgent Business
In accordance with section 100(B)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) the Chair will admit an item of urgent business in order that it can be dealt with at the earliest opportunity provided it has been raised at least 24 hours before the meeting.
None
2021/2875
The meeting closed at 9.12pm and next meeting date confirmed as Thursday, November 4, 2021 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall, Offord Cluny
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