
Offord Cluny & Offord Darcy Parish Council

M I N U T E S  O F   M E E T I N G  

Minutes of a MEETING of the Parish Council held on Thursday, February 3, 2022, at the Village Hall, Offord Cluny commencing at 7.45pm and following on from the Planning Meeting at 7.15pm
Present:
Cllrs Weitzel, Gatward, Dawson, Young, Eayrs, Savage, Beckett & 

Moorbey

Attending:
Cllr Ken Billington (CCC), Clerk & 8 members of the public
2022/2930
Apologies for Absence


Received from Cllrs Espie, Gillbanks, Conboy (HDC), Grice (HDC) & 



Wilson(HDC)
2022/2931
Open Forum (max 10 minutes)


Residents raised queries regarding the placing of the new dog bins on the 

Millennium Green, Overgrown Brambles on Station Lane and the Offords 


Revisited book.  The Clerk was asked to contact Alan Newman to see if he 

would be interested in erecting the bins, Network Rail re the Brambles and 

Cllrs agreed to check if there were any spare copies of the book.



Peter Clarke spoke about the possibility of an application for a solar farm 


adjacent to the Old Flour Mill on the Offords/Buckden boundary.  Although 

set outside the parish he sought the support of the Parish Council in 


opposing any application.  He confirmed that Buckden PC would be 


objecting. Members felt that any intrusion onto the Ouse Valley Way would 

not be welcomed but would obviously have to see the application before 


making any formal comment.
2022/2932
Declarations of Interest and Dispensation for Agenda items only



(Section 27 Localism Act 2011)


None
2022/2933
To Approve the Minutes of the meeting held on


January 6, 2022


Approved as an accurate record and signed
2022/2934
Matters Arising from Minutes dated January 6, 2022 (information 


only)


All contained within current Agenda
2022/2935
District & County Councillor Reports


No District Cllrs present



Cllr Ken Billington spoke about his opposition re the proposed Solar Farm.  

He confirmed he would be arranging representatives from the 20’s Plenty 

campaign to attend and speak at the Annual Parish Meeting on April 23rd. He 

also spoke about the need to continue to be vigilant in response to the 


pandemic as the region’s numbers were the highest.  Lastly, he 
informed 

Members of the County’s Budget meeting scheduled for the following week 

which promised to be very interesting and would be broadcast live.
2022/2936
Finance, Risk Assessment & General Purposes


2936.1

To approve the monthly accounts





Approved as an accurate record



2936.2

To approve the balance sheet




Approved as a true record and signed
2022/2937
To approve the following payments and sign the cheques


The following payments were approved and cheques signed
102112
Wicksteed Leisure

Playground Fencing

£15,655.32
102113
Netwise UK


Annual Website Hosting 
£456.00
102114
Ashridge Nurseries

Silver Birch Trees & Guards
£441.60

102115
Mrs J Stanbridge

Salary



£418.20
102116
HMRC



Tax & NI


£51.16

2022/2938
Annual Parish Meeting – Saturday, April 23rd, 2022



Noted that:



Sarah Wilkinson, Energy Manager at Cambs CC would not be able to attend 

but had extended the invitation to colleagues;



Invitations to attend had been sent out to all VH users;



Cllr Dawson to contact the Defib team to arrange a demonstration;


Clerk confirmed all reports/submissions for the Annual Report should be 


received by Friday March 18, 2022.

2022/2939
Offords Environmental Plan


Cllr Beckett confirmed he was still working on this and also wondered if a 


Village Design Statement might be a more realistic proposition for The 


Offords than a Neighbourhood Plan. He felt that a wildflower area could be 

established and started with a smaller area – to be discussed at the next 


Leisure &Amenities committee meeting.
2022/2940
Buckden Solar Farm



As per the Open Forum.
2022/2941
Flooding Update (if available)


It was noted that the recent jetting of the pipes in the fields at the North end 

of Offord Cluny had results in greatly reduced water levels in the fields.
2022/2942
Leisure & Amenities



2942.1

2022 Sports Sessions on Recreation Ground




Agreed that the Summer Sports Sessions would again be 




offered.





                                                                  



2022/2943
Planning
Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Committee held on Thursday, February 3 at 7.15pm at the Village Hall, High Street, Offord Cluny, followed by Full Council at 7.45pm
M I N U T E S

Present:
Cllrs Young, Weitzel, Dawson, Gatward, Eayrs, Beckett, Savage & Moorbey



Clerk & 8 members of the public

2022/814
Apologies for Absence



Received from Cllrs Gillbanks and Espie



2022/815
Open Forum



Two residents spoke about their concerns surrounding Agenda Item



818.1. One had sent in his formal response and explained to 



Members the basis of his objections.  The second informed 



Cllrs that as a neighbour whose property adjoined the 




application site he felt he should have been one of the 



consultees.  The Clerk was asked to raise this with the planning 


department.
2022/816
Approval of Minutes dated November 19, 2021



Approved as an accurate record and signed
2022/817
Declarations of Interest for Agenda Items (Localism Act 2011)


Cllrs Dawson & Savage declared interests as both were consultees in 

the process.  Neither took part in any discussion.
2022/818
Planning Applications received



818.1
Proposal: Permission in Principle for residential 




development with 5-9 dwellings and the demolition of 



existing dwelling.



Site Address: 77 High Street Offord Darcy St Neots



Reference: 21/02825/PIP



Following lengthy discussion, Members decided unanimously to 


Recommend Refusal due to contravention of the 




following policies:

· LP5 – States that a proposal will only be supported where all forms of flood risk have been addressed, and paragraph d. states that “all reasonable opportunities to reduce overall flood risk have been considered”.  Following the significant surface water driven flooding in the village in December 2020 the Parish Council is very concerned that developments that reduce the capacity of the land to hold water in areas identified as being at risk should be avoided.  This development would do so and potentially contribute to further surface water flooding events.
· LP9 – Offord Darcy is classified as a Small Settlement within Policy LP9 of the Local Plan to 2036.  As such the development should only be supported where it is sustainable in relation to the “effect on the character of the immediate locality”.  Overall we feel that a planning in principle application for 5-9 homes is far too general and at both ends of the range could lead to overdevelopment of the site and have a significant detrimental effect on the character of the immediate locality.  There is also the question about whether the extended garden should be considered as part of the built up area.  The policy specifically excludes “sections of large residential curtilages where the character of the land primarily relates to the countryside”.  This potential development is largely on land that exactly fits this definition.
· LP11 and LP12 – state that a development should respond positively to its context, draw inspiration from the key characteristics of its surroundings and contribute positively to the area’s character and identity.  While there are buildings already to the north and south of proposed development these are of a very different character to the proposal thus the potential development does not meet this requirement.  
· LP14 – states that a proposal will be supported where a high standard of amenity is maintained for users and occupiers of neighbouring land and buildings.  Given the very different nature of a dense development alongside the existing properties we cannot see how the development conforms to this.
· LP30 – requires proposals to demonstrate that all potential adverse impacts on biodiversity have been investigated and requires development proposals to ensure no net loss in biodiversity.  The Preliminary Ecological Appraisal is exactly that, a preliminary appraisal and a full one is needed before planning in principle permission is granted to ensure that it meets this policy.  Indeed if the site does have a protected species such as Great Crested Newts then it is our understanding that it would be a ‘habitats site’ and thus fall outside the planning in principle route to development.



818.2
Proposal: Single storey rear extension



Site Address: 106 High Street Offord Darcy St Neots



Reference: 21/02778/HHFUL



Cllrs had no objections to the proposals and recommended 



Approval.
2022/819
Any other planning/enforcement matters


It appeared that there was activity around the land at The Old School 

House where the wall had been removed.  This was in the 



Conservation Area and no application had been seen by Cllrs for its 

removal.  This fact had been raised with HDC planners many times 


and the Clerk was asked to raise it again.



It was noted that the planning application regarding the horses in Gill’s 

field had been refused.
2022/820
The meeting closed at 7.45pm

**********************
2022/2944
Chairman’s Report


The Chairman informed the meeting that he had attended the online Cambs 

CC conference but felt that the networking element was missing when held 

online. He would also attend the Police & Crime Commissioners parish 


meeting the following week.



Cllr Weitzel also mentioned he had received a letter from County Broadband 

re the possible provision to The Offords.  It was agreed that Cllr Savage 


would be in contact with them to ask the relevant questions based on the 

knowledge gained from recent experiences with OpenReach. She would also 

try to establish the current state of play with Openreach.
2022/2945
Councillor Reports
Cllr Gatward:
Informed the meeting that street cleaning was needed re the fallen leaves

Cllr Eayrs:
Confirmed that the issue with the kissing gate on the footpath from the 


churchyard would be attended to.

Cllr Young:
Informed the meeting that the Cambs County Council Flood Plan to 2026 


was now available
Cllr Savage:
Mentioned that it would be a good idea to get some photos of the litter 


pickers for Out & About.
Cllr Beckett:
Asked if the vandalised portaloo on the recreation ground could be 


removed.

Cllr Dawson:
Mentioned the tarmac lorries using the bridge into Station Lane.  Clerk was 

asked to contact the company involved.

2022/2946
Any Urgent Business
In accordance with section 100(B)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) the Chair will admit an item of urgent business in order that it can be dealt with at the earliest opportunity provided it has been raised at least 24 hours before the meeting.
None
2022/2947
The meeting closed at 9.20pm and next meeting date confirmed as Thursday, March 3, 2022, at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall, Offord Cluny
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