
Offord Cluny & Offord Darcy Parish Council

MINUTES   O F   M E E T I N G  

Minutes of a MEETING of the Parish Council held on Thursday, March 3, 2022, at the Village Hall, Offord Cluny commencing at 7.30pm 
Present:
Cllrs Weitzel, Gatward, Dawson, Young, Eayrs, Gillbanks, Savage, Beckett & 

Moorbey. Cllr Sarah Conboy (HDC), Cllr Ken Billington (CCC), Peter Clark & 

Clerk
2022/2948
Apologies for Absence


Received from Cllr Espie
2022/2949
Open Forum (max 10 minutes)


Mr Clark spoke about the proposed Low Farm Solar project and the various 

objections to it and outlined the Action Group’s plans. He stated that the 


leaflets which had been circulated had a huge number of omissions and that 

the group would be contacting Anglian Water for their thoughts.  The 


Chairman mentioned he would like to sit in on the developer’s webinar if 


possible. The Clerk confirmed that to date the Parish Council had not 


received anything from the developers or their consultants but had received 

a response from the Ouse Valley Trust which she would forward to Mr Clark.
2022/2950
Declarations of Interest and Dispensation for Agenda items only



(Section 27 Localism Act 2011)


None
2022/2951
To Approve the Minutes of the meeting held on


February 3, 2022


Approved as an accurate record and signed
2022/2952
Matters Arising from Minutes dated February 3, 2022 (information 


only)


The Chairman asked whether there had been any developments re the 


placing of the new dog bins on the Millennium Green.  Cllr Gatward 


confirmed he was waiting to hear back from the person he had contacted 

and would chase this.
2022/2953
District & County Councillor Reports


Sarah Conboy informed Members that the District Council had now set its 

budget which would entail using some of its Reserves and would need 


significant savings to work.  She also mentioned that the Planning issues 


surrounding staffing continued and asked for any major issues concerning 

Planning to be brought to her attention.  Lastly she mentioned the adoption 

of the New Code of Conduct for 2022 which HDC would be adopting in May.  

This would also be on the Parish Council’s May AGM Agenda.
2022/2954
Finance, Risk Assessment & General Purposes


2954.1

To approve the monthly accounts





Approved as an accurate record


2954.2

To approve the balance sheet




Approved as a true record and signed
2022/2955
To approve the following payments and sign the cheques


The following payments were approved and cheques signed
102118

Mrs J Stanbridge

Salary



£418.20

102119

HMRC



Tax & NI


£51.16

102120

Mrs J Stanbridge 

Wildflower Seed

£19.95

102121

CAPALC


Annual Membership

£501.24

102122

Ashridge Nurseries

Bluebells for MG

£67.32

102123

CAPALC


Councillor Training x 3
£225.00

102124

CAPALC


Councillor Training x 1
£75.00

2022/2956
Cambridgeshire Heritage Listing Project


The Clerk was asked to provide a list of the current listed properties.  There 

was also discussion surrounding the green space at Gravely Road and the 


possibility of listing this as a community asset to try to prevent future 


building on it.
2022/2957
Village Hall Car Park


The email and documentation forwarded from Cambs Acre was circulated.



It was felt that the Parish Council would not be involved in such things as 


marking out disabled spaces or new signage at this time.  If additional costs 

were incurred it was decided that it might be necessary to charge for its use 

other than for the Church.
2022/2958
Change of email addresses/safety of data



There was a full discussion surrounding the sole use of webmail for the new 

email addresses and agreed that although the advice was noted and duly 


considered the use of webmail alone would not be stipulated.
2022/2959
Street Lights New Road



Clerk to go back to Balfour Beatty on these 2 lights which were not part of 

the Muir Housing Development but were 2 of the original lights which 


possibly should have been removed when the new lighting was installed.
2022/2960
Great Ouse Valley Trust Membership



Agreed that this be renewed for a further year
2022/2961
Flooding (update if available)



2961.1

Millennium Green Culvert




The email from Kathryn Reading was discussed. It was agreed 



that she should contact Network Rail (as suggested by her).  



The Clerk was asked to bring to her attention the fact that the 



Horse Field was not draining and the situation with the 




ditch at the new development on Paxton Road.
2022/2962
Annual Parish Meeting – Saturday, April 23rd, 2022



2962.1
 
20’s Plenty presentation confirmation




Cllr Ken Billington confirmed he would arrange a presentation.





The Clerk informed Members that the Energy Manager from 



Cambs CC would not be able to attend but could provide a 




presentation.  It was felt that without someone present to 




explain everything this was probably not the best idea.  It was 



suggested that either Amey Cespa or HDC be contacted to 




speak about Waste/Recycling.
2022/2963
Offords Environmental Plan


It was noted that the wildflower seeds had been received and would be 


planted.  Cllr Beckett confirmed he was working on the Environmental Plan 

which would take a few months to complete and would let the Clerk know 

when he wanted this back on the Agenda.
2022/2964
Buckden Solar Farm – update if available


As per Open Forum above.
2022/2965
Leisure & Amenities


Cllr Gatward informed Members that the new piece of play equipment had 

been installed and that the surface would be laid when the weather allowed.  

He also confirmed that the Bluebells had been planted and that there was an 

L&A meeting scheduled for 7pm the following Thursday (March 10th).

Minutes of a MEETING of the LEISURE & AMENITIES COMMITTEE will be held on Thursday, February 10 at 7.00pm at the Village Hall, High Street, Offord Cluny 
2022/90
Apologies for Absence  



Received from the Clerk

2021/91
Open Forum (max 10 minutes)


No public present
2021/92
Declarations of Interest and Dispensation for Agenda items only



(Section 27 Localism Act 2011)


None
2021/93
Approval of Minutes dated October 14, 2021



Approved as an accurate record
2021/94
Millennium Green



94.1
Dog waste bins   




Agreed to ask Alan/village hall caretaker or Andy Hills Johnson if it’s 


something one of them could do



94.2
Wildflower Trial Area  




Cllr Beckett said 20 m2 of wild flower seed approx. cost £20. 



Decided it would be good to strim, rotavate to prep for seed. Clerk 


would be asked to order B mix. Planting in April-June Soil temp 10 


degrees. Get a working party via FB



94.3
Bluebells ordered planting by volunteers via FB



94.4
Surfacing: Stephen & Jon met Wickstead hopefully starting Monday



94.5
Plaques 

An approach had been made for a Memorial bench suggest recycled bench. Clerk was asked to send suggestions of what we’ve had before

2021/95
Recreation Ground


95.1
Removal of old portaloo  




Clerk to contact the litter picking team as they told David they 



collect everything, failing that contact HDC, household removal 



scheme to see if they would take it. Failing that contact Mick 



George for a skip for hazardous waste.
2021/96
Graveley Road Cemetery  



Nothing to report
2021/97
Allotments



Nothing to report
2021/98
St Peter’s Churchyard



FOSP met with John and agreed to plant a rowan tree. 3 trees being 


removed by GTS and replaced by FOSP. John, Stephen & Liam to arrange 

date for laying mesh. 

2021/98
General Village Maintenance



Clerk to ask for replacement basketball hoops from original company. 


Budgens to be asked if they would sell cheap table tennis bats and balls.



A request had been made for a food van to visit the village and park in the 

Village Hall Car park. Members didn’t feel it would work as an ‘every night’ 

event, possibly once a month. Agreed to raise this at the Annual Parish 


Meeting to see if it’s something the village would like. Clerk to establish 

exact proposals.
 
2021/99
Next meeting date as Thursday, March 10, 2022
**********************







                                                                  



2022/2966
Planning


No applications or determinations received.
2022/2967
Chairman’s Report


The Chairman informed the meeting that he had attended the remote Police 

& Crime Commissioner’s Online Forum together with Cllr Moorbey who gave 

a short report.
2022/2968
Councillor Reports
Cllr Eayrs:
Informed that he had spoken with a specialist who confirmed that although 

trials were underway on biodegradable tree guards these were not 


complete and those used currently were not lasting.  The recommendation 

was for the time being to use the recycled plastic ones.

Cllr Savage:
Confirmed that she had contacted the Broadband company which 


approached the Chairman but had not received any response.

Cllr Gillbanks:
Mentioned the forthcoming Paxton Pits Liaison meeting which he was now 

unable to attend.  He confirmed the date/time as March 23 between 10-12.  

Cllr Weitzel to attend.

Cllr Young:
Informed Members that the Village Hall Committee, as part of their 


planned refurbishment of the facilities were planning on installing gender 

neutral toilets and asked if anyone on the Parish Council had an issue with 

this.  It was confirmed they did not.

Cllrs Dawson: Mentioned the Quiz Night scheduled for March 19 and also gave apologies 

for herself and Cllr Weitzel for the next Full Council meeting.

2022/2969
Any Urgent Business
In accordance with section 100(B)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) the Chair will admit an item of urgent business in order that it can be dealt with at the earliest opportunity provided it has been raised at least 24 hours before the meeting.
None
2022/2970
The meeting closed at 9.30pm and next meeting date confirmed as Thursday, April 7th, 2022, at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall, Offord Cluny
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