
Offord Cluny & Offord Darcy Parish Council

M I N U T E S   O F   M E E T I N G  

Minutes of a MEETING of the Parish Council held on Thursday, September 1, 2022, at the Village Hall, Offord Cluny commencing at 7.30pm 
Present:
Cllrs Weitzel, Gatward, Young, Gillbanks, Savage, Beckett & Moorley
Attending:
Andrew Johnson (Thornhills), Ken Billington (CCC) Debbie Mickelburgh 


(HDC) and Clerk

2022/3048
Apologies for Absence


Cllr Dawson
2022/3049
Open Forum (max 10 minutes)


Andrew Johnson spoke about progress on current developments and the 


reasons for the delays re the occupation of the completed houses due to 


negotiations with Cambs Highways on the access road.  These appeared to 

have sorted and therefore occupation would proceed.  He also confirmed 

that the planning permission for the Manor Farm/Alison Lane developments 

had expired before any works commenced and therefore new planning 


permission had been applied for (not yet validated by HDC).  There were no 

changes to the original applications. It was mentioned that the provision of 

services to the recreation ground were subject to provision before any 


properties were occupied but Mr Johnson stated that this only related to the 

properties in Alison Lane and that services would be connected at the same 

time as services to the properties.  It was envisioned that building would 


commence on these in the Spring.  He agreed that when on site to prepare 

for this development their contractors would be requested to clear the ditch 

alongside the recreation ground. He said Thornhills had plans to clean all 


ditches on a rolling programme.


He also spoke about the recent works to trees to allow for easier machinery 

access and the idea of creating a permissive path around the perimeter from 

Littleworth End behind the allotments and cemetery which residents 


appeared to be taking anyway.  All agreed this was a good idea. He said he 

had been monitoring the works but had not seen the tree that concerns had 

been raised about. He agreed to check.  There was no update on the Orchard 

Way land.
2022/3050
Declarations of Interest and Dispensation for Agenda items only



(Section 27 Localism Act 2011)


None
2022/3051
To Approve the Minutes of the meeting held on


July 7, 2022


Approved as an accurate record and signed
2022/3052
Matters Arising from Minutes dated July 7, 2022 (information 



only)


None not contained on current agenda
2022/3053
District & County Councillor Reports
Cambs CC:
Cllr Ken Billington Informed the meeting that the Councy Council had added 

the streetlamp in The Haycroft to its maintenance schedule so it will work 

from now on.



He also mentioned that the County had passed a resolution to change the 

speed limits on all the roads in the county which went from 50 or 60 – 30 


mph by inserting an additional section which would be 40mph.  The general 

opinion of Cllrs was that in the current economic climate this was a complete 

waste of money.

Hunts DC:
Cllr Debbie Mickleburgh confirmed the first meeting of the new Council had 

taken place.  They were facing tight times budgetarily and realized that there 

would be a sizeable deficit to be covered by reserves.  She also mentioned 

that HDC had set its corporate plan.
2022/3054
Finance, Risk Assessment & General Purposes


3054.1

To approve the monthly accounts





Approved as an accurate record



3054.2

To approve the balance sheet




Approved as a true record
2022/3055
To approve the following payments and sign the cheques


The following payments were approved and where necessary cheques were 

signed.
Signed between meetings:

102221
HAGS-SMP


Replacement Toddler Swings
£898.22

102222
Hunts DC


Waste Bags



£112.50

102223
Stephen Moorbey

Village Maintenance


£996.00

102224
Antony Abbs


Village Grass Cutting


£630.00

102225
Hunts DC


Election Re-charging


£192.58

102226
CPCC



Repairs to Zip Wire/Ladder

£776.11

102227
Mrs J Stanbridge

Salary




£432.11

102228
HMRC



Tax & NI



£60.25

102229
Ibbetts



Maintenance Items


£36.23

To be approved/signed at meeting:

102230
Nightingale Grass Care
Grass Maintenance RG

£270.00
102231
Agriplant


Ditch Clearance


£390.00

102232
Mrs J Stanbridge

Salary




£432.11

102233
HMRC



Tax & NI



£60.25

2022/3056
Hunts Forum


The Chairman reported on his attendance at the Hunts Forum which he was 

very impressed with.  He confirmed there were interesting presentations 


which he would forward to all.
2022/3057
Defibrillators


Cllr Dawson had emailed the Chairman explaining the current situation.  


Discussion led on the unit currently on the Church Rooms which 
needed to 

be relocated.  Andrew Johnson (Thornhills) felt that it would be OK to 


relocate this to the office complex built at Manor Farm which had charging 

points for electric cars underneath it – an ideal location.  Cllr Gatward to 


liaise with Thornhills and provide details.
2022/3058
Village Hall Lease



The Clerk was asked to contact the land agent for the Diocese again to see 

what the cost of purchasing the land was and also if a 50 year lease was 


possible.
2022/3059
Tree works by Thornhills



Dealt with in Open Forum
2022/3060
Village Hall Car Park Resurfacing



Unfortunately, only one quote had been received.  Clerk was asked to chase 

the other two.
2022/3061
Flooding (update if available)


It was confirmed that a partial clearing of the ditch on the MG had taken 


place and a full clearance booked for October once leaves had fallen.  Cllr 


Savage mentioned a forthcoming Flood Forum taking place on September 22 

which she was unable to attend.  If no-one else was available the Clerk would 

try to get the information in note form.


2022/3062
Buckden Solar Farm – update if available


No update available.
2022/3063
Broadband



Cllr Savage asked about the situation with the various suppliers as she had 

seen on the Connecting Cambs website that the government voucher 


scheme was again being offered and that the two companies which came up 

via a search on an Offords postcode were Openreach and County Broadband.  

The Clerk was asked to check on the status with both companies and also 


with Gigaclear as to what their plans were.
2022/3064
Leisure & Amenities


Confirmed that the Summer Sports were a huge success but that he had had 

to clear ground glass from the MUGA on 3 occasions.  The portable loo had 

been collected but keys not yet returned.  The other set of keys with the 


Leisure team had also not been returned. The Clerk was asked to remind 


them.


All were reminded everyone that there was a Leisure & Amenities 



meeting scheduled for the following Thursday (8th) which would be held at 

7.30pm following the Allotments meeting at 7pm.








                                       


2022/3065
Planning


Cllr Young updated the meeting on recent planning decisions.  No new 


applications had been received.
2022/3066
Chairman’s Report


Cllr Weitzel spoke about the webinar he sat in on with AWA re the proposed 

new reservoirs. He also mentioned updating Council’s Codes and Policies and 

said he would forward his proposals to Cllr Moorbey to review.
2022/3067
Councillor Reports
Cllr Young:
Mentioned that his phone number in Out & About was missing the last digit 

and asked the Clerk to rectify.

Cllr Moorbey:
Informed Cllrs that she had joined the Hunts Waste Busters group and was 

on the Committee.  She would feed the information to Council each month.

Cllr Savage:
Stated that she had found the cleaning fluid for the white bridge in her 


garage recently which prompted her to ask when this was planned for.  Cllr 

Gatward to organize a working party for this.  To go on L&A Agenda.

Cllr Beckett:
Asked if there was any update on the provision of the outdoor exercise 


equipment.  Cllr Gatward confirmed he would check with Cllr Dawson to 


ensure there was enough room alongside the MUGA for the selected pieces.  

Clerk was asked to resend the information on the equipment to Cllr Gatward.


Once the space was confirmed the Clerk would place the order.
2022/3068
Any Urgent Business

In accordance with section 100(B)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) the Chair will admit an item of urgent business in order that it can be dealt with at the earliest opportunity provided it has been raised at least 24 hours before the meeting.
None
2022/3069
The meeting closed at 9.45pm and next meeting date confirmed as 


Thursday, October 6, 2022, at 7.30pm in the Village Hall, Offord Cluny
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