
Offord Cluny & Offord Darcy Parish Council

Minutes of a MEETING of the Parish Council held on Thursday, September 7, 2023 at the Village Hall, Offord Cluny commencing at 7.30pm 

M I N U T E S
Present:
Cllrs Weitzel, Gatward, Dawson, Young,Savage Beckett, Moorbey, Sim, 


Brookes & Webb

Attending:
Cllr Debbie Mickelburgh(HDC), Cllr Ken Billington(CCC), 3 Members



of the Friends of St Peter’s organisation & Clerk.
2023/3265
Apologies for Absence


None
2023/3266
Open Forum (max 10 minutes)


Liz Howes, on behalf of the Friends of St Peter’s organization spoke informed 

the meeting of their thoughts on the ongoing maintenance of the churchyard 

and how they would like it to look.  Councillors were happy to work with 


them on this and would ensure the grass entrances, paths etc. were cut in 

time for their various events.  If additional work was required the group 


agreed to let Council know for the costs to be included in the budget.  As the 

Bio-diversity team from the district council was keen to be involved it was 

agreed that a meeting should be arranged.
2023/3267
Declarations of Interest and Dispensation for Agenda items only



(Section 27 Localism Act 2011)


None

2023/3268
To Approve the Minutes of the meeting held on


August 3, 2023


The Minutes were approved as an accurate record and signed.
2023/3269
Matters Arising from Minutes dated August 3 (information 



only)


None not contained on current agenda.
2023/3270
District & County Councillor Reports


Cllr Mickelburgh (HDC) informed the meeting that she had met the new 


Chief Executive who would be starting at Pathfinder House the following 


week.  She confirmed the new green bin charges would commence in April 

2024 and that a survey would be circulated in the very near future as to the 

best way to offer this service. She reminded Members of the upcoming 


Climate Change conference at Burgess Hall and that the plans for the 


development of Hinchingbrooke Park were on display at the park.



Cllr Billington (CCC) also spoke about the proposed green bin collection 


charges and stated that many residents in his ward were not taking this up.  

He spoke about the petition that was doing the rounds regarding the 


County’s decision to stop weed spraying in the kerbs and gullies and hoped 

that the decision would be reversed.  He reminded Cllrs to report all 


potholes promptly on the CCC site and that if the reports dropped off the 


system to report them again.  He gave his apologies for the October meeting.



The Chairman thanked them both for attending.

2023/3271
Finance, Risk Assessment & General Purposes


3271.1

To approve the monthly accounts.




The circulated accounts were approved.





3271.2

To approve the balance sheet.




The balance sheet was approved as an accurate record and 



signed.


3271.3

To receive the External Auditor’s Report





Council again received a clear audit with no issues.  The Clerk 



was thanked for her work on this.
2023/3272
To approve the following payments and sign the cheques.


The following payments were approved and cheques signed.

Community Account
102484

Antony Abbs


Grass Cutting


£360.00

102485

Mrs J Stanbridge

Salary



£416.22
102486

HMRC



Tax & N.I.


£63.18
102487

PKF Littlejohn


External Audit Fee

£378.00

102488

Tracey Langley

Village Maintenance

£112.00

Millennium Green Account

100006

Stephen Moorbey

Maintenance


£348.00

100007

Agriplant


MG Grass Cut


£1020.00


2023/3273
Broadband (update if available)


It was noted that Gigaclear had arrived in the parish.  There were no 


reported issues on this.
2023/3274
Flooding (update if available)


It was noted that Network Rail planned to clear their area of the brook in 


October (as reported by Kathryn Reading). Council’s section was also being 

cleared in October.

The Clerk confirmed that she had received further correspondence from a resident regarding this item.  It was agreed that previous correspondence had been sufficiently answered and that there was no further information to pass on at this time.
2023/3275
Leisure & Amenities


The Chairman commented that it had been a difficult few weeks re issues for 

this committee and thanked Cllr John Gatward for his hard work during this 

time.


3275.1

Village Handyman




Cllr Gatward confirmed that Rikki Watts had been asked to 



undertake village handyman duties on a self-employed basis 



on a 3-month trial.  It was hoped that outstanding jobs could 



now be attended to.



Cllr Gatward reported that the main cut of the long grass area of the 


Millennium Green had now been cut and cleared.  It was felt that more 


wildflower seed could be scattered in this area and the Clerk was asked to 

order some more.  Cllr Gatward to measure the area and let the clerk know.  

He also informed the meeting that he and Cllr Savage had met with 


Aquaserve re the pond refurbishment and was awaiting their quote.








                                       


2023/3276
Planning


3276.1

Appeal: Outline planning application with all matters reserved 



save for access for the redevelopment of land and erection of 



up to 28 dwellings (C3)




Site Address: Northbrook Equestrian Centre New Road Offord 



Cluny




Reference: 22/01913/OUT




The Clerk was asked to send the amended response original 



sent to the applicants’ representative to the Planning 




Inspectorate and the planning department at HDC.  This 




would also be forwarded to Kathryn Reading for her 




information and possible comment to the Inspectorate.


3276.2

Proposal: Replace existing timber windows to primary (street) 



elevations with new PVCu double glazed heritage windows in 



style to reflect existing. Colours to be Cotswold Green 




externally and White internally.




Site Address: 101 High Street Offord Darcy St Neots




Reference: 23/01611/LBC




Members unanimously agreed to recommend approval of 



the proposals which would add sustainability and longevity




to the building.
Reports had also been received regarding works at the rear of Gill’s Garage.  The Clerk was asked to contact David Gill to get more information.

2023/3277
Chairman’s Report


The Chairman spoke about AWA’s comment on the Northbrook Appeal 


regarding sewage which he felt was highly inaccurate.  The Clerk was asked 

to contact them re this.  He confirmed he would be meeting with Andrew 

Johnson (Thornhills) and other representatives regarding future proposed 

development in the parish later in the month.  He would also be attending 

the Climate Change conference.
2023/3278
Councillor Reports
John Gatward
Reported that the drain opposite the hair salon in the High Street was 


blocked again. Clerk to report to Highways.

Liam Beckett
Informed members that the interactive speed sign had arrived but that he 

would need help to attach it to the post.  Kevin Dawson to assist.  Permission 

had been granted for the location.



He also asked if the offer of additional free trees could be added to the 


Agenda for the next L&A meeting.

Simon Young
Requested details on the recycled benches Council ordered.  Clerk to 


provide.

Tina Dawson
Reported that she had been approached with a request for an additional 


bench on the Millennium Green. It was also noted that a couple of the other 

benches needed repair or replacement.  To be considered at next L&A 


meeting.
2023/3279
Any Urgent Business

In accordance with section 100(B)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) the Chair will admit an item of urgent business in order that it can be dealt with at the earliest opportunity provided it has been raised at least 24 hours before the meeting.
None
2023/3280
The meeting closed at 8.50pm and next Full Council meeting date 


confirmed as Thursday October 5 ,2023, at 7.30pm in the Village Hall, 


Offord Cluny 


Upcoming Committee Meetings:



Leisure & Amenities – 

September 14, 7pm



Finance, Risk & General Purposes
September 14, 7.45pm
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